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GOVERNMENT OP BENGAL. 


GOVtmNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency Colonel the Bight Hon* hie Sir F&ancis Stajclet 
Jackson, p.c,, g.c.i.e. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVK C'OFNCIL. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawaji Ali Ghauduuri, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.k., of Dhanbnri, in charge of the following port- 
folios : — 


1. Emigiation. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj l*ilgi image. 

0 . Forests. 

(I. Jnigation. 



The Jl (oi hle .Ml A .\ MoIm iIn, < I I i.< s , in < hiitge of the 
foll(»w'ing jinrt folios: — 


1. Afipointment. 

2. Politi( ii1. ex< lulling Haj i^ilgt image. 


3. Pdtfee. 

4. XielMilMtical. 


n of meilical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Tyegislature. 


<i. Jndu’ial. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mark, c.i.k., i.r.s., in (barge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commen’e and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

ft. European Education. 
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OOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hoii’ble Sir Phovash Cjhm)kh Mitteh, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. I^and Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. liegislative. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musiukruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise. 

3. Registration. 

The Hoii’ble Raja BiirrK.viiKA Nahayax Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Loc.ul Self-Government. 

2. Agriculture and Industries (excluding ExciseV 

3. Public Works. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


$ 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


PRESIDJINT. 

The Hon’ble Raja Manmatiia Nath Ray CiurDHTRi, of San tosh. 


DKPrTY I^RKSIDENT. 

Klian Bahadur Mauivi ExiADriioiN Ahmed, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Thirty-first Session. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Actiahjta CiiAUDirow, of Mukta* 

fraoha, MyiTienKinprh.* 

2. Dr. Sir Dkva I’kosad Sahhadhikari, hi . ( I.r., c b.r. 
Mr. W L I hwkks. ( i.r . <» u k. 

4. Mr. M. Ashhaf Ai i Khan CiiArDHrRi. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.r.s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hrmnsow and K. N# 
Majumhar. 


Re^strar to the Council — J. W. McKat. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Acharjya Chaiulhiiri, Maharaja Shashi Kanta, of Muktaj^ucliH, Myinen- 
sinj^rh. (Dacca University.) 

Afsal, Maulvi Syed Mahannid. fRakaijranj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahaniad, Maulvi Asiiiuiddin. (Tij>|»era South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. fHanjfpui West (M\ihammudan). ] 
•Ahmed, Khan Bahadin Ma\iKi Kmaduddin. fUajshahi South 
(Muhammadan), j 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausht»r. fJessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bojrra (Muhammadan). 1 

Atiqullah, Mr. Syed Muhammad fMymensinp-h East (.Nfuhumma* 
dan).] 


B 

Haffchi. Hahu liomes Uhamint. [ Mulda (Non-Muhammadan). | 

Baksh, M aiilvi Kader, w.i.. | Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. I’ramathauath. [Ualcutta East (N«)n-Muhammudun).] 
Banerjee, Bal)U Brom<»(ha Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mi. A. C. (('ahutta South Ueiitral (Non-Muhammudan). ] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Biibhum ( Non- Muhammadan) 1 
Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhai. f 24-l*arpuias Bural South (Ncm-M uhamma- 
daii). ] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan)- j 
Basu, Mr. Sarnt C. fBurdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Earidpui South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Blair, Mr. J. B. (Nominated Official.) 

Bode, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. 8. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakraburtty, Babu .Tatindra Nath, [Rani^pur East (Non-Miibamraa- 
dan).] 


Deputy Preiit<ient, Bengal Legitbtire Council. 



S ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Chsknivarti, Babu Jogindra Cbandra. [Dinajptir (Non-Mubammi^ 
dan).] 

Cbakrararti, Mr. Byomkes. (Bengal National Cbamber of Commerce.) 

Chatterjee, Sri jut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Mubamma* 
dan).] 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafiaar Babman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Cbaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. fNoakhalt East (Muhammadan),] 

Cbaudhuri, llai Harendranatb. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cbaudhuri, the Hon'hle Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawah Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi (lolam Mawla. [Faridpur South (Muhanu 
madan).] 

Choudhury, Mniilvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan). I 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining AsKociut ion. ) 

Cohen, Mr. 1). J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Datta, Balm Akhil Chandra. fTipi>ern (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Hooghly Muncipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Drummond. Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

P 


Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammadea)*] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).) 
Fyfe, Mr. J. H. (Bengal Cbamber of Commerce.) 

G 


Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Gboee, Babu Amarendtu Natb. [Mymensingh West (Non-Mubamma- 
dan).] 



ALPBJJBETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 
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GImnNh Mr. M. €. . (Nominated OiBoial.) 

Ghodi Maulik, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhaniina- 

dan).] 

Ghuanavi, Alhadji Sir Abdelkerim^ kt. [Mymensiniirh Soulh-Weat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Gilchrist, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.b. (Benjjral Mar*wari Association.) 
Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Dacca City (Non-Muliamma4lan). ] 


H 

Habibulla, Nawab Khwaja. fI)a<Ta City (Miihammniiun). ] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AsiEul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingska, Babu Prabhu Doyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammn- 
dun ) . ] 

Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W, S., c.i.k., o.b.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kasi Emdadul. [Hangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, the Hon’ble Nawab Musharmf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda a/ni Jalpaigiiri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Tiatafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Maqbul. [Chittagong North 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekraimil. [Murshidalaid (Muhainma* 
dan). ] 

Huq. Mr. A. K. F'ar.l-ul. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan)] 


Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh Central 
(Muhammadan).] 


d 

Jenkins, Dr. W. A. (Nominated Official.) 


K 

Saiim, MaulTi Abdul. [Bordwan Bteinon Booth (Miihaiiittiad«l).| 
Kaaem, Maulvi Ahnl. [Bordwaa Divistoa North (MohaiiiiMMlmi)*) 
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ALPHABETIGAL LIST OF MEMBSffi. 


Khan, Baba Bebendra Lai. [MidiiaiM>r6 North (Non-Mohammadan).] 
Nhan, Khan Sahib Maalvi Maaaxam Ali. [Pabna (ItahaBHnadan).] 
Khan, Maalvi Tatniaaddin. [Faridpur North (Mahammadan).] 

Khan, Mr. Rasaar Rahman. [Dacca East Rural (Mahammadan).] 
Khan Chaudhari, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Rajshahi North (Mnhamma- 
don).] 


L 

Laird. Mr. 11. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerfe.) 
Lalu, Babu Saroda Kripa. (Chittagong I^andholderfl.) 
l4intb, Mr. T. (Tndiun Jute Mills Aswwintion.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babn Mahendra Nath. fMidnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.k. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. (Bengal Chamlwr of Commerce.) 

Masumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.e. [Jessore North (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitter, Rai Bahadur Manmathn Nath. (Presidemy Landholders.) 

Mitier, the llon'ble Sir ProMish Chunder, kt., c.i.r. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Moberly, the llon'ble Mr. A. N., cm.k. (MeniWr, Executive Council.) 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. fBogrn cum Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Mukerjea, Srijut Tarnknath. fHooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S, C. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargaiia8 Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Nasimoddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.i.r. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 


a 

Ordish, Mr.. 1. £. fBacca and Chittago^ (European).] 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Burdwaa and Preetdancy (European).] 
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II 


P 

Pal Okoudhuri, Mr. Raujit. [Nadia ^Noii-Muhaiuiiiadan). j 
Philifi, Mr. J. Y, (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Philf^, Mr. H. C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. R., c.i.a. (Nominated Official.) 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, k.c.s.i. [('alciittu North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mauivi Asinir. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan.)] 
Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jnipaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Mauivi Syed Abdur. fJessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kuinud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 
Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. [Bankura Fast (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr, K. C, (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon'hle Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 
(Dacca landholders.) 

Rose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills .\Bsoriati<m.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Mnhamroadan). ] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-T.«aw. [Jessore South (Non-Mnhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] 


Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarj^dhihari, Dr. Sir Deva Proead, rr., r.i.s., c.b.b. (Nominatad 
Non-official.) 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


yrnidsat ef the Ben gal Legto iativ t Oanadl. 
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Barker, Rai Sahib Bebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-o£Beial.) 

Saiiar, Khan Sahib Abdos. [Chittagong Sonth (Muhammadan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Eaaak Hajee AbdooL [Hooghly cum Howrak 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Ben, Mr. Satish Chandra (Bengal National Chamber of Commarea.) 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Nim-Muhammadan). ] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. [24-Pargona» Municipal (Mnhamma* 
dan).] 

Sinha, the Hon’ble Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur* 
(MiniHter.) (Burdwan liundbolders.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawurdy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Tate, Mujor4>eiieial Godfrey, M.n., k.h.s., i.m.s. (Nominated Official.) 
Thomas, Mr. H. W. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal ChamW of Commerce.) 

Travers. Mr. W. L., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Raishahi (European).] 


. W 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(OMoM Rtport M tiM TMrtHInt ImIm.) 

VoiiNiM XXXI— No. s. 

NroMOrflOgi of tfct Boniof Ufltlotivt Counoll Mtmmbhd mitfir tut 
proviiiofis of tlio Govormiiofit of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hnll, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 20th February, 1929, at S ji.m. 


The Hon'ble the President (the HoiiTile lUjn Manmatiu Nath 
Ray CuACDiiURi, of Saiitosh), in the Chair, the four Huu’ble Membem 
of the Exei'utive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 122 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oatli. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown 
Mr. I. A. Clark. 

Tlio Hon’Mo th$ Protidont’s fUtimint on oorttin ptiblioollon hy 
tlii ttatofnian oritlolting Ms aolion. 

Mr. PRiilDiNTl GtnileiiieB of the Ooimoil, ones again I am 
oompelled to draw the attention of the Editor of the StaiSMitmM of what 
was evidently published in its columns by one officially connected with 
that paper with the object of criticising an action of the President 
of this Council. I refer tu the Political Notes, by an luJisn con* 
tributor, which appeared in the Statesman in its issue of the 14th 
instant. The writer of the notes made an insidious attack upon the 
impartiality of the chair in contravention of journalistic etiquette or 
Parliamentary behaviour. I am sure that this House resents with me 
any such attempt, open or covered, to undermine the authority of 
the chair or impair its dignity. (*' Hear," *' hear.") Although I 
refute to be drawn into an argument with regard to the coneolness 
of my judgment in allowing certain qimstioBs to he put without 
uolke, during queeiion ttme, on Tueeday before Umt. I may aay this 
much, that in order to meet a speeW ease I pmmitted menbm to do 
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QUESTIONS. 


(20tm Fm 


no by A liberal iateipretatiaii of proviso mdor seetioii 24, Standing 
Order 12, in accord with the average opinion of the House (** hear,’* 
** hear **) 1 allowed those questions to be actually put because in thia 
case, os on other occasions — under other circumstances — the right for 
requiring notice of a question was waivfNi by the possessor ol that right 
with the general concurrence of the Council. A reliable authority on 
Parliamentary procedure has rightly observed that occasions may arise 
when the chair must extend the customar>' rules by exposition and use 
the unwritten law stored up in precedents. 


•tarrtd Qutslions 

(to wMeti oral anawort wero givon). 

Faridpur Railway Station. 

^ 4 $. Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon^le 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be, 
pleased to state — 

(f) for how many years the Faridpur railway station has l)een 
without a raised platform and without any suitable wait- 
ing sheds for mule and female passengers; and 

(it) for how many yeaiw the question of improving the station or 
in the alternative of shifting it to a more convenient site 
has Wen under consideration? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble Member W pleased to state whether any 
decision in the matter is likely to be expected in the near future? 

MtMRIR in oKwrge of DEPARTMiNT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (tiM Hon’blo Mr. A. Marr): (a) (i) Since }91(>, when 
the old Faridpur station was abandoned owing to encroachment of the 
riroT. 

(ii*) For soni# year* it was impossible to say wWther further 
immediate riverine encroachments were to be expected, and consequent- 
ly no steps were taken by the railway authorities to mlect a new 
permanent site for the station. 

(6) The railway authorities have now decided to conatnict the 
station on a new site, and arrangements are being made to provide 
funds in 1950-31. 

irijilt NAOSNDRA NATH SEN: With refenence to answer (o) (ti>, 
will the Hon*ble Mwber be pleased to state for how many year* 
it has heeii impossible to say whether further immediate riverine 
encroeehmenti were to be expeeledf 



QUESTIONS. 


» 


Tli Htn’bte Mr. A. MARRi I eannot say daftnitaly. 

$rm NACERDRA NATH tENi Witb reference to answer (6)> 
will tke Hon’ble Member be pleaHed to state when the Railway 
antharities decided to construct the station on a new sitef 

Tilt Hon’Ma Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say, Sir. 

BMm tURENDRA NATH BitWASs With reference to answer 
(6), will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state why no arrange- 
ments had been made to provide funds in next year's budget? 

Th® Hofl’bit Mr. A. MARR: That is a matter for the Government 
of India, Sir. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to stata 
whether the platform of the station when constructed will be of the 
high or the low type? 

TIm Hon*lil« Mr. A. MARR: I (uiiiiot Miy, Sir. 

Mr. A. C. BANERtlEE: Is it not a fact that in the waiting room 
of the Faridpur railway station, which is u.ned by Indian ladicH mily, 
there is no decent n<*romiiiodBtiori, and tuA even a chair or a lH*nch? 

Tht Non'blt Mr. A. MARR: As far as 1 know, Sir, the Faridpur 
railway station has no waiting room for ladies. 


Liotnotf ill Atantol Tawn lor pr aoit i it m tfuring Otirga Ptt|a« Ifli. 

*47. SHjlft NACERDRA NATH BEN: (a) Will the Hon'bU 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the rules, if any, regulating the grant of licences 
in mnfassal towns for processions with music during Hindu religioue 
festivals? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what was the 
total number of licences issued last year on the occasion of the Durga 
Puja in the Asansol munieipal town? 

(c) Is it a fact that in one case licence was refused to a party for 
leading the image of goddess Durga In procession for immmkni on 
the ground that it was a' new puja? 

MiMBiR In MMrii nf POLICi OiPARTMlNT (IBt Nili*MA * 

'Mr. A. N. MNterly)t (e) There are nd. special rules for p roo en ri ona. 
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QUE8TlOir8. 


[ 20 th Wm 


with mtific in mufaMfti towni during Hindu f^Tab. 8no|i pro- 
ceMionn are dealt with under the general instructions for dealing with 
processions and assemblies under sections dO^ ei tiui Folioe Act 
(Act V of 1861), which will be found in Buie 34, P.R.B., YoL I, 
a copy of which is in the CTouncil Library. Certain cmidiUons are 
also printed on the licence form (P.R.B. form No. I which will be 
found at page 3 of P.R.B. , Vol. II), but the Superintendent of Police 
is authorised to alter or omit any of the conditions therein specified 
and to impose any other condition to suit the needs of any particular 
procession or locality. 

(b) Two. 

(o) Yes. 

irijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the fact of the 
Puja being a new one was the only reason for refusing a licence f 

Tha Hofi'bli Mr. A. N. MOSERLY: As far as I know, Sir, it was 
the only reason given. 


OluttNllfia H l i NHrta li t n . 

*48. MmiIvI ASIMUDOIN AHAMADi (a) Will the Honble 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the police^tation at Chandina in the district 
of Tippern is going to W abolished? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons for the abolition ; and 
(if) where it is likely to bo rt-asiablishedP 

Tilt H9VI*M4 Mr* A* N* MORERLY: (a) No proposal for the 
abolition of thi police-station hat been received by Government or the 
Inspector-General of Police. 

(b) Does not arise. 


OitU gfid Ortm iw it CmtH pmm, 

m K«i iMRAOUt NOQUil (a) WiU the Hon’bb MMaber 
in charge of i^e Judicial Department be pleased to state whether 
there is any rule foip the transfer of court peons, specially the process- 
eerviag peons, in Wh crimtnnl and cbil conrte, from one omift to 
another in a diieiwnt dioMsif 



QCssnoKa. 


VI 


aot^ the Chmnimeiit consideriiii: the deeirslitlitjr of 
®**ch a rule limiting the atay of a peon in any one eourt to 
not iilnie than three years at a timef 

miieill ki fltargo of JUDiOIAL DiMRTMiNT (Hit 
Mr, A. N. MoNriy)! {a) No. 

(h) No. 


Kam D a m a dar , 

m iaku MANMATHA NATH ROYt (a) U the Hon*Ue 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware tbet almost 
the whole length of Kana Damodar in the districts of Howrah and 
Hooghly has been completely silted upP 

(b) Is it a fact that the villages on both sides have been very 
seriously affected with malaria and that irrigation in the locality has 
become impossible P 

fr) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state 

(/) what stejis the Government have taken during the year 1928 
for its nyexcavation, and 

<u) what do the (iovernnient pro|iofie to take in the matter in 
the near future P 

MEMRER III ohargi of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (Nii 
Hoti’klo Nowak BokiMur Myid Nowak All Chaudkiirb Kkan Bakadur. 
of Okakkiri): (a) The roiidition of the river is mui h the same to-day 
as it has been for many years : it is a small local drainage channel 
and has not been completely silted up. 

(6) Government have no information. 

(e) (t) No steps were taken in 1928. 

(u) There are no proposals boforo Government for improving this 
river, but when the Damodar Canal is constructed, it will supply 
additional water to this river for irrigation. 


Bak« dITBNORALAL BANNBNdBBs (a) Will the Hon’Uo 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to lay 
ew the table a alatement ehowitig the varimts fundi (eKclnding Hio 
Famine Relief Fond), which Mr. 8. Bannerjee, till lately the Sob* 
divmonal Magistfmte of Baiapnrhat and at poseent on leave, raiaad 
by pnUso enheoripbon during the whola period of hie oAee as inh* 
diviaional Maiphtrate of BampnrhatP 
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WIhiI im iAm Mttl awm a i «l liie money time rMtedf 

(r) How muoli of it woh realised from applieamts for ^ nmewml 
of f(un Jieeii«e#»y 

. (d) Is ii a foot that the said Subdivisional Msigiflirate need to 
flemand and realise subscriptions from the men of the eebdiriflioii oh 
the (H;ro»ion of their applyinfr for the renewal of gun licences P 

(e) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of iMuing^ 
a circular to the executive officers and all persons concerned for- 
bidding the practice of realising subscriptions on the occasion of 
granting or renewing gun licences h 

MiMlIil in dWTit of AFPOINTMEMT DtPARTMENT (Oio 
Hoil*hlO Mf« A« N« MoiMNiy)S (o) The Public Charitable Fund and 
the Ix'pi’osy Relief Committee. 

{b) Rs. f),000 and Its. 7(10, resjie<*tiveiy. 

(v) and (d) Government understand that the Stibdivisional Officer 
realised subscriptions during the course of his toui-s undertaken tor 
renewing gun licen(*es, hut have no reason to l»elie%e that suh-M iiptions 
were reulistMl as a condition of renewal. 

(e) There are ordei*s in existence which prohibit among other 
things the realisation of subscriptions in such circumstances, and 
attention will be drawn to them whenever this may be necessary. 

^EoIAI dVTBIiORAi.AL RARRERJEEs With reference to answers 
(c) and (d), will the lion'ble Member he pleased to state whether 
Gorernroent made any inquiries into the matter? 

Tho HoiPIrtO Mr. A. R. *Otim.Yt tes, Sir. 


flTlRMALAL RARRIRIBI: With reference to answer 
(e), will fi^^le Member be pleased to state whether Government 
consider it advisiUe to draw the attention of the particular officer 
to the ciiTiilar order referred to? 


TIm Mr. A. R. MORERLY S The particular officer is on 

leave, 8ir. 

RiRll <IITkRRRAlLAI» RARRRRMRi Is he beyond the reaeh ^ > 
aa order lima ^MrammeatF 

IMii RMMHMmtl Mr. Baaaarjoo, I do not tldak Rbi fiieotioii 
ariiM at all« 
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Pra^ if Mffts iiMiaiinliig fperOai tii mm an laiMi iiia tMi 
art nal talian ap^ 

EMDAOUL HOQIICl (a) I« tke fioii*bl 9 MftnilMr in 
rhar^ of the Judicial Department aware that certain Judicial offioara, 
s|)eciallj’ in the district headquarters, hear only appeal caaee con- 
ducted solely by parties and pWadeni without witneeaea, on oaftain 
dates? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that they do not take up 
cases on those dates althoujrli parties have to appear with witnaaaes 
from a distance? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government <‘onsiderinfr the desirability of putting a stop to thia 
practice? 

Tlli Mr. A« N« MOBCRLYt (o) and (b) Government have 

no information. 

(c) No. The practice and procedure in civil courts in ao far at 
it is not prescribed by law is governed by rules issued by the High 
Coui*t and not by the local Government. 

triJut NACEMDRA HATH SEN S With reference to answers (a) 
and (h), will the Hoii’hle Mewilier be pleased to institute an inquiry? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. N. MORERLY: I submit, Sir, that it is a 
request for action. 

.Mr. 0. N. ROY* With reference to answer (c), is it to be under- 
stood that the local Governnient are not in a fiosition to answer ike 
question ? 

Mr. PRMIDENTt 1 do not allow that question. 

UiiftarrtE Q i i t tH n ni 

(aiifMfi U wkMi vMTf laM M tlM UMt). 


AC mm mmmmk CAC Mmm Wiu tke Hmi’Ut Member 
in ekmge of the Polioe Departawnt be p l ea eed to ligr len ffthn flnUe 
nAntement ekowing ier the Inat ten penn im*tke.dielnA jfidnipeiP 
<f) the ttimber of ainvdere eonimtMei; 

<ii) ike fdneea erf eecmrveiioe of mnrden end the eelimii fentmee 
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(m) the percentage of detection mnlting in conTictioni* 

(pp) the number of dacoities committed; 

(v) the placee of occurrence of dacoities and the salient features 
in connection therewith; and 

(rt) the ])ercentage of detection resulting in conyictionP 

Tlia Hofi*ble Mr. A. N. MOiCRLY: (i), (ni), (£v) and (m) A 
statement is laid on the table. 

(n) and (v) The information is not available and cannot be obtained 
without a costly and laliorioua inquiry which Government regret 
they are not prepared to undertake. 


Statement referretl to in the reply to clauses (i), (ui), (iv) and (m) 
of unstarred question Ko, 44^ showing for the last ten years the 
number of murders and dacoities committed in the district of 
Midnapore and the percentage of detection resulting in conuiction. 


Ywir, 

Number 
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m. rnttimi Kmm illM OHANOIIA NANOYi (a) WiU the 

Hon^lde Minister in charge of the IkpaHment of Local 8 ell 43 omn* 
ment be pleasid^to state whether it is in the rontemplatton of Ooeom* 
meat to estafalii^ a l^edteal School at BerhamiioreP 

(h) If the answer to <«) is in the affirmative, will the HonlUe 
Minister be pleased to state the year when it is likely to ts estahti^Mdf 




















QUESTIOHS. 




l^lfTIR in ahMp nr OIMRTMIIIT nf LOCAL HLP. 
coviRNMCNT (tt» Hm*M« r«|« iinvMnrn Nanm 
af NatMpnr): (») Te». 

(6) Not before 1931. 


LcU Maiiigtrf Mnoliit l. Mvkliirjii*t Trust IsUilt. 

4^ tliM AKHIL OHANDAA DATTAs (o) Will the Hon'We 
Member in charge of the De]mrtiiient of Kerenue (Land Revenue) be 
pl«UM»d to state whether it is a fact that the late Manager of the 
Bomchee B. L. Miikherjee s Trust Estate in the Ifooghly district got 
3 lifts in a year from August, 1926, to July, 1927 P 

(6) If so, what are the posts held by him daring the said period f 

(c) Is it a fact that a Govemroeot eommuniifuS was instted to 
support his first liftP 

(d) is it a fact that before the year 1927 closed he was held unfit 
for the responsible post of Manager under the Court of Wards and 
dismissed by the Hon’ble Board of Revenue P 

(e) If so, will the Hon*lde Member be pleased to lay a copy of 
the Board's order on the tabic? 

(/) Is it a fact that he was about 4 uioiiths later reap|K>inied as 
the Manager of a bigger ward’s estate? 

(^> If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, will the B[on*ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the order of the Board was 
countermandeil before his second appointiiieiiiP 

MIMtEA in nlinrgt of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (ttif Hofi’tNo Sir ProvMli OtiiWM ig r Mittir)t (a) and 

{b) Babu Surendra Mohan Basu, who was Law 8a|»erintendent under 
the General Manager, Mymensingh, was appointed in August, 1926, 
as Assistant Superintendent of the Dollye sulMdrcle (in Tippera) of 
the Dacca Xawab Estate on Rs. 100^/2—126. In September, 
1926, he was transferred to (\>milla as Assistant Manager of the 
deLauncy Estate on Rs. 100 only. The post of Manager of the B. L. 
Mukberjee's Estate in Hooghly having fallen vacant, he was irons* 
ferred there in June, 1927, on a salary of Rs. 100*^/2^150. 

(c) Yea, a e&mmuniqu^ was issaed statiiif the reasons for the 
s4ection in contradiction to an allegaiitm mads in a neiripapsr. 

.(d) Yes, he was dismissed in December, 1927. 

(«) GoTemment are not preparsfl to lay a «opy of the Board's 
order on the laUe. 

(/) Yes, as a temporary msasers. 
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M Ym, oil cooditioii thoi W would get no* pnMBotfopKf or ioere* 
mot lor 6 peem. 

Mr* D» N. ROYs Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state, 
•inee Babu Stii'endni Mohan Basu was leinstated after the dismissal 
order of the Board <if Revenue was passed, what was the value of 
su('h an order? 

Tko NmiIMo $k RRRYAtH QHUIIIIfR iHTTMr Babu 

Bureadra Mohan Basu app€»iled against the disnusHal order, and, m 
a resalt of that appeal, the dismiasal order was oaaoelled and ha waa 
reduced. 


•Rting iiaiirt af aocirtt. 

47. Mauivi AiUL KASEMs (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether there 
is any rufo prescribing tbe hour of attendance at court for judicial 
and magisterial officers? 

(6} If so, wiB the lfon*Me Member be pleased to state the hours 
during which courts should be held ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the said officers - 

(0 attend court according to their convenience; 

(it) hobl court till late in the evening? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that this practice causes a great 
deal of incoavaiuaiiee to the litigaBt public, especially to ttosee who 
are to return to their distant lioiaes at night ? 

(#) Are the Govemmeut considering the desirability of potting a 
to such a practice? 

Tht Mr. A. N. MMIRLY: (a) Tes. 

(b) The ordinary hours of sitting of courts are as follows: — 

^f) Mnfassal civil courts -11 a.m. to 5 r.ii. 

(•t) Bti|)efidiary Freuidency Magtstraiee, Calcutta— 

(A) Chief Precideacy Magiatrate — 10 a.m. to 4-^0 p.m, 

<B) Other Htipendiary Magittrate«--10-**10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

(m> Mufaiwd sessions courts and courts of Stipendiary Magia- 
Iratoa— 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Cnlees in the case of the latter, with the sanctioii af the Ca mw i li * 
itoner of the Divtston, any other houra am fined. « 



' 


BinwCT. 


' (^40 No e wpUiat kao naoked Ctovwmaaaat. 

(•^ It is knowB tkat » order to dispose of orimiaal work aad 
ospsoiallj- of sessions cases, witfc pn^r despatck, jvdicial officers kave 
on aaciaaioiui prolonged tkeir sittings till a late kour of tke day. 

(d) Some inconrenience may be caused to some litigants if tke 
business of the court is carried on to a late hour, but even greater 
incoBrenienoe is likely to be caused by delav in the disposal of cases 

(«) No. 

MJvt NAQINDKA NATH SIN I Will the Hon'Ue Member be 
pleased to state whether Ooeemmeut intend to adhere rigidly to the 
hours 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. for mufaseal dril courts? 

Tha Han'Ma Mr. A. N. MOBIRLYt The to Ibis in to be 

fowi in answer (e). 

irffllt NAOINDIIA NATH SfN; With reference to answer (c) 
^w), will the Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state whether Judges of 
<*ivil courts do not sit till late hours? 

Tilt Htll%lt Mia A« Na MINIINLTl 1 muet ask lor fresh notice. 

Mia 0* N. NOYt With reference to answer (c) (iO, will the Ho|i*hl« 
Member be pleased to state whether it te a fact that jndioial oftoasn. 
while attending to civil matters, prolong their sitiinga not rarely 
but frequently? 

Mfa PRESIDENTS The Hon*ble Member baH already aiked for 
freeb notice. 


HAlb p.m. 


MEMiBN in Miargt nf DEPARTMENT M PINANOE (Dm 

Mr. A. Mafr)t Mr. President, Sir, it in once again my privilege to 
pieaent to the ('ouncil the budget eatimateN of the Government of 
Mengnl. They are in the uaual form with atatementa and ap|»endioee 
oompiled no aa to give full infomtatioa to membera. If, however, 
any member wiahea to have fuKher information on any point, 
Mr. CMaella and 1 akall be very gdad to aee him in this Eouae or 
mi Writera* Buildinga and, aa I aaid bet year, every member of 
Ckwevameat wBl be only too glad to help membera in every way. 

1 ahottld now tike to take np tke fignrea for the year before laat^ 
It waa eati mated 1^ year that, inelnding the opening 
knhntw of Re. l,SSalS,00S and revenne cm onpiUd ncooont nmounling 
Si la. SSsTbgSSS^ tha total revennea of «ko provineo daring iMI4l 
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would amount to Ra. 18,00,^,000. Againat tlu* wo ui 

ax|ioiidituro ol Us. 11,21,22,000 and calpulatod that this yttr would 
opon with a balanos ol Rs. 1,88,27,000. Tho year 192fr20, howoror, 
actually opened with a balance of Re. 2,19,62,000 which is higW 
by Rs. 31,26,000 than the estimate. The reasons for this aw, fiiat, 
that the revenue of 1927*28 exceeded anticipations by about Rs. 6^ 
lakhs and secondly that expenditure fell short of s»p«irfati ^m by 
shout Us. 26 lakhs. The Irrigation Department was unable to work 
up to its programme on the construction of the Damodar Canal, and 
less was spent under the heads “22-6eiieral Admiaistrs^,'' 
" 26— Police,” “ 32--ltedical,” " 33— Pnfaiie Health,” and “ 41 — 
Civil Works.” 

Let me turn now to the workiirg of the current year. 

Before the year opened our receipts on revenne account were 
Mtimated at Rs. 10,94,11,000: they are now placed at Us. 11,46,78,000, 
in increase of over Rs. 51* lakhs. It sounds almost too good to 
lie true. But there is a special reason for this which I shall come 
» later on. Meanwhile, let me take the main heads of revenue in 
»rder. Under “Land Revenne” we estimated a recovery of Rs. 17 
okhs this year on account of Survey and Settlement char^. Owing, 
lowever,^ to the agricultural distress prevailing in <«rtain ports of 
he province, recoveries in full would have canscl hardship, and pay- 
nente have been postponed in many cases, with the result that our 
eoeipts from this source are not likely to be more than Us. 11) lakhs. 
Phis fall in revenue is counterbalamred to some extent by better 
»i»ipts from (Government estates and niis<elli)neous revenue, but the 
let result is a drop of nearly Us. IJ hikhs from the original estimate 
inder “ Land Revenue ” as a whole. 

Some improvement was hopetl for in Excise, hut I am afraid the 
evenue will be much the same as last year s. The check in revenue 
s maitUy due to the deowase in consumption of country spirit and 
•achwai. The depression in the cool-6elds and adverse agriculture 
onditions in twrtain areas, with tho consequent Uf^er price of rice, 
lave advoiualy^.a^cted the revenue from these sources. Registrntion 
ooeipts are expedil to be nearly as sstimated, but a decline is indicated 
inder Porests. Reetricted exploitation in the Sundarbana awn 
n order to conserve the forests, psuding the introduction of a mow 
contnnical system, is the chief muse of the reduced forest wvsnue. 

The^ head which accounts for the large increeae in revenue over 
he eetusnte is “ Stamps,” and this is almost entirely due to a wfud*- 
aU of Re. 62 lakhs as probate duty on a rich estate. Ordinary atamp 
evenue continues. to recover and is expected to reach the 
guw. 

Aa alwady ex^airibl, the eurrant yaar actu^y opanad wMi a 
Ufir balanoa than we aatiauitad. it pom^ to am 
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witii OoiYrnmeiit of India a sum of B*. dO 
iriB earn interest anioiintfttg to Rs. If laklia* 

are some Tariations under Uie oilier heads of receipts, notice* 
aUj under XYII — ^AdnunistratiMi ol Jusiioe and X1X<-* 

wlaek I need not enlarge on here— 4lia explanations will be 
found in the Financial Statement. The result is that, apart from 
the exceptional receipt of Rs. 52 lakhs, our estimated revenue on 
revenue account is nearly as much as we anticipated, and about 
Rs. 121 lakhs more than the actual revenue of 1927-2S. 

' On the expenditure side, the Budget aa passed by the (\mncil in 
March, 1928, contemplated, exclusive of expenditure not rharikd to 
revenue, the disbursemeut of Rs. 11.19,62,000. To this was added 
in the supplementary' estimates in July, a sum of Rs. 7,36.000, thust 
making available for expenditure in the year a total sum of 
Rs. 11,26,J)8,000. 

From the information at present at our diaposal it appears that 
about Rs. 22f lakhs of this will not be spent, and the main oontribu* 
tory causes are the following: Savings are expected under ** Survey 
and Settlement.'* Again, the full amount voted for the reriaion of 
the pay of certain ranks of the Calcutta and Bengal Police and of 
the head- warders and warders of the Jail Department will apt be 
spent this year, mainly owing to vacancies. A , smaller number of 
olScers having l)een granted leave out of India, there will be savinga 
under ''Leave Allowances" under the beads " Oesieral Adininistra* 
tipn " and " Administration of Justice" in the High Commissioner’s 
budget. The Chittagong Port having been declared a major port — 
and thereby going under the Government of India — the provision* 
made for the Port establishment there will not be required, tinder 
** Education," building grants will not be spent in full, and savings 
are expected under " Pay of Masters and Mistresses.'* The payment 
of the DOii-ref’urring grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Calcutta Medical 
Institute has been postponed till next year, as the Institute authorities 
not having made sufficient progress on their new Hospital Block have 
not complied with the conditions so as to justify payment this y^ear. 
The Bihar and Orissa Government have not been able to work up- 
to the full budget grant for the Indian Menial Hospital at Kaakee. 
These are the chief reaaons for the decrease in expenditure under iho 
head Medkal.” Owing to the delay of the Aaanaol MunMpaliiy 
in finally approving their wnter-supply scheme, the gnat 
Ba. 75,609 to that MnnicifNilify will not bo required this year, nor 
wHl the pmvisiott of one lakh made under ** Putdk Health ” for the 
pmrcffiase of anti-dkoleni vaceine in caae of ematgeney be utiliasd, aa 
mMiAmt vaoctna for the yearns naeda k being aMnufaetiued in our 
oum lidiaiuti(riai. ' 
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0& the otjier hand, tkeie is an inerenae over ilM origml ee|i«Mite 
in the pensionary charges, thoitfldii the total is less thiui the aetital 
^xpendittire of last year. It is difficult to estimate accurately under this 
head as the eipenditure dependiTon the number ol pensioners on the 
roll and the amount of pensicm payable monthly to them, factors which 
rary from year to year. Other heads do not call for special comment. 

much for the estimates ol the revenue side of the accounts. 

Outside the revenue account, the loan of Rs. 16 lakhs for the Port 
•of Chittagong has been adjusted with the Government of India, now 
that Chittagong has been declared a major port. The adjustment is 
made by this item appearing^ both in the receipt and ezpenditnie sides 
ol the account. lo ans to be received from the Goverament of India 
on the ^Uit March for the works which are being carried out Inwi 
this souroe will not be utilised in full this year. Delay in the receipt 
•of the dragline excavatm lor the Damodar Canal, slow progvses in 
the cmistruction of the new Legislative Council Chamber owing to 
the work required in piling the foundations, the inability of the rail- 
way authorities to spend in full the budget grant in connection with 
the oenstmction of roadways and footpaths acroes the new Bally 
Bridge, contribute largely to the smaller expenditure in this section 
•of iko accounts. 

A new item entitled Suspense appears on both sides of the 
nocounts both under this year's revised and in next year's budget 
accounts. This is merely a method of adjustment of accounts and the 
Amounts mainly represent ** road and public works cess collections of 
•other districts,” that is to say, cesses collected in one district but not 
remitted to the others within the month and so kept in suspense 
pending adjustment. These transactions have hitherto appear^ in 
the central accounts but the Accountant-General has intimated that 
AS they relate to provincial heads, they should properly be classified 
AS provincial. According to the figures supplied by the Accountant- 
General the transa<‘tions show estimated rec^eipts of Rs. 12,20,000 
Against estimated expenditure of Rs. 11,60,000. The next year's 
•estimate shqws both estimated r«<*eipts and exjienditure at Rs. 11,50,000. 

Taking the Mkine and capital accounts together, but excluding 
the transactions on aiTount ol the adjustment of the loan oi Rs. 16 
lakhs lor the Chittagong Fort, the total savings of this year are 
4»slin|g9M at about Rs. 27,00,000. 

With the addilioiial inonme and the rnittced expenditute during 
this year, wa expect W end with a surplns of about Rs. 34 lakhs, 
that is to say« ths anticipated closing halancs on present inidnna* 
lian is Ms. against an opening balance ol Be. 2,19,69, Offik 

I would again temind tlm Romie thnt this surplus is due to ths wind- 
fall of Be* 62 likhs wkich 1 hneo alrssdy nwniioned, and hnl far 
dhts thaie would have bsen a deficit of about Rs. 19 Is^ thta yeaiv 
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revenue from dl wmnm tkk pttkv^ w tmt m 
caa *e foromoa aow, will amount to Ba. 12,17,T8,0(» ag»ii»t IW 
saa^i^aod estimato of Rs. U,4o,a8,00a and t^e oxfiMiditurw to 
R«. l|»83, 85,000 against tke saaetm^ grant of Ba« 11,96,00,000 
uad Hm yoar will close with a balaaoo of lU. 24^3,^,000. It kaa 
to be renmadierod that this closing balanoo tncdudot Ra. 12,51,000 in 
the Famine Relief Fund, Rs, 1,50,000 fw the Gbreramatti Freeo 
Depreciation Fund and Rs. 20,23,000 representing the nnapent balances 
of loans taken from the Provincial Tioans Fund, Thk latter sum m, 
of t*oiii*se, earmarked for ex}ieiidittire on particular works in the 
ooming year. 

^ p^m. 

Last year, before dealing with the eetimatetl receipts and expendi- 
ture of 1928-29, T pointed out a number of changes in classification 
made in the estimates. These changes have all been introduced in 
this year’s accounts. Tbe following further changes in classiOcation 
have been made in tbe estimates of the coming year: It has been 
decided by the Government of India to exhibit the ie<*eipts and 
expenditure on account of plain paper used with court-fee stamps 
under the heads ** XXXIV ” and ** 46-;-Statiouery and Printing ** 
instead of under the hands “ TII ” and “ 7— Stamps.” 

Repayments of capital iHirrowetl from the Provincial Loans Fund 
have hitherto been shfiwn in the estimates outside the Revenue 
Account, hut ns the ('iipital is repaid from current revenues, it has 
been decide<! to debit the repayments in the Revenue Section of the 
accounts under the head “ 21 Reduction or avoidance of debt.** 
This gives ti more msuinte picture of the liiibilities to be Inime by 
provineiel revenues. 

I now take up tbe estimates for 1929-‘M). 

As already explained, we expe<*t to start the year 1929-*’H) with a 
«um of Hs. 2, 5>’l, 40,000 in our balances. With this large sum in hmid, 
it may be thought that the development of various Government 
activities need no longer he restricted. But there are limiting factors. 

1 have already stated that the balance includes over Us. 12 Inhhs 
ul the Famine Relief Fund ami over Rs. 26 lakhs of borrowed money 
which is meant for fwrtain particular projects. It inclndis Urn 
exceprionnl receipt of Rs. 52 lakhs, a piece ol good fortune not Iflm- 
ly te rornr. But the most impertant considemtimi is that apart from 
nalnial growth^ we have schemes in progrots which invohe fur^ter 
focnirinir expenflHm tor their compktkm, nad that our normtl 
aMmd ex| s mdit niw is in excess of our normal annual revenue. Can- 
os^Bontly untR that slate ol aiatie is remedied, it is unwise to ge 
on inenmng irai^ leemrriat Itahilirios bpyond those whMk onante 
Im maided. Many ol the largor and important schea m s wldeh mv itii 
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ciApiifti •xpendiiare naeettitxie also considerable recmring expendi** 
tnre and, therefore, have to be considered as outside the present 
financial capacity of the prorince. In the ensuing year’s estimate,, 
therefore, it has only been possible to make prorision for scdiemee 
involving expenditure of a recurring nature up to an ultimate amount 
of about Rs. 2 lakhs a year. This is expenditure to which we are 
either already committed or which is of such a nature that it cannot 
be avoided or postponed. About one lakh of this amount will be 
spent in the coming year. 

Expenditure of a non-recurring character which, does not involve 
future liabilities is not open to the same obje<^tions and in view of 
the state of our balances and of the impossibility of merely marking 
time, we have felt justified in allotting Rs. 40 lakhs of ultimate 
expenditure for schemes of this nature. Of this sum, Rs. 10 lakhs 
have been provided for the commutation of ]>enBions of officers of all 
departments and the remaining Rs. 30 lakhs are distributed through 
all the spheres of Government activity, the distribution being roughly 
Rs. 15 lakbs to each of the reserved and transferred sides. The 
schemes are all detailed in the Financial Statement under th^ appro- 
priate heads and I will mention the more important ones presently. 

To state next year's {Kwition briefly, 1 estimate our total revenue 
from all sources at Rs, 11,69,48,000 while the provision for expendi- 
turs is Rs. 12,58,23,000, including the new expenditure which I have 
just mentioned, i.e,, mir proposed expenditure exceeds our existed 
income by about Rs. 88) lakhs. This is the extent to which the 
balances will be drawn on and the estimated closing balance will 
stand at Rs. 1,64,65,000. 

Let me now refer verj' briefly to the estimate of receipts for 
1929-30. I anticipate a total revenue, exclusive of loan operations, 
of Rs. 1 1,1 1,23,000, an inci-ease of about Rs. ITJ lakbs on the 
revised estimate of the current year, excluding the windfall of Rs. 52 
lakhs. Of this increase, excluding the sale proceeds at plain paper 
for use with court-fee stamps, the reccdpts for which, via., Ba. 3,65,000 
hava been ineluded in the estimate for 1929*30 under ** XXXIV 
— Stationery and 1*liiiting,” Rs. 14 lakhs come under the head 
** Stamps.” The amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act and the 
consequent arrangements by which the cosi (A transmissioa of land- 
lords’ lees and the process fees are payable in stamps, aoooimt lor an 
inmase of Rs. 16 lakhs. This is a rough estismis ol the receipts on 
this account based on such information as it at present obUiaable 
and is liable to modification as experknee is gained from actual woih- 
iag. It is not a increase of revenue and is not intended to he** 
The lees are to be fixed so as to make the system pay lor iitell, and * 
cervespondiag amount wtli be requited lor in the sub- 

lugictry offices and colleoloratM a^ lor lorms to dmd with the work 
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43i llpli iCT li iaii an of landlords" fees and semce of prooesaee. AooQrdtl^^ 
ly, Ml the expenditure side Rs. 6^ lakhs have been provided under the 
head “ 9 — Registration/" R«. 9 lakhs under ** 22— -General Adminis- 
tratiosi/* and the necessary amount under ** Stationery and Printing^/’ 
the annual cost of forms being estimated at Rs. 50,000. Apart from 
this special receipt, a small increase is expected in the ordinary stamp 
revenue. 

Under *'Land Revenue’* an increase of nearly Rs. 3} lakhs is 
expected. This is entirely due to the recovery of Survey and Settle^ 
ment charges, which had to be postponed ibis year owing to agricul- 
tural distress prevailing in certain districts. A sum of Rs. 4 lakbs 
under the head “ Extraordinary receipts ” is expected from the sale 
proceeds of the Government land at Porabasar, Cbowrtngbee. Excise 
revenne in recent years has shown no great power of exjiansion and 
so only a small increase in revenue is anticipated under this bead. 

As it is unlikely that we shall lie able to plac^ in fixed deposit with 
the Government of India any {lortiou of our balanc^es next year, revenue 
under the head ** XVI — Interest "* will be less. The increase in the 
next year’s estimate under the head ** XXXIV '-^Stationery and Print- 
ing ’* is mainly due to the change in classification already referred to, 
whereby the sale proc'eeds of plain paper for use with court-fee stamps 
will he cre<lited to this head instead of to the head ** VII Stamps.** 

There are variations under other minor beads of revenue, which 
call for no sjiecial comment. Our total rer>eiptM on revenue account, 
omitting the sfiecial receipt of Rs. Ifi lakhs for work in connection 
with the Bengal Tenancy Act, are Bs. 10,96,23,000 (Bi. 11,11,23,000 
~Re. 16,00,000). This is about Rs. 1^ lakhs more than the revUed 
eetimate of receipts for this year, with the extraordinary stamp 
revenue of Rs. 52 lakhs omitted, vis., Rs. 10,9*1,78,000 
(Bs. 11,45,78,000- Bs. 52,00,000). 

As regards our loan transact ions, we are not in a |K»siiiott to borrow 
for new schemes when we do not possess ordinary' revenue# suHciani to 
meet normal expenditure. Our proposed borrowings are limited to 
Bs. 24 lakhs as against Rs. 32i liAlui this year and are inieiided to 
provide for the expenditure expected to he incurred on the schemes in 
progress, vis., Damodar Canal, Council Chamber, etc. 

As for total expenditure, we have budgeted for an estimated 
increeee of Bs. 74,38,000 over the revised estimate of the current 
year and about Bs. OBf lakhs over and above our aniimpaled revenue. 
We ere drawing from our balances to the extent of the laet figurs. 

expenditnre estimate includes what is neoeesaiy for ordinary 
g rosr th , for the oompletioa of schemes alrted/ initiated (notioedbiy 
tim fuU yearns roquirements lor the revkum of the pay of the sub* 
odUnaie police and jail staff), as well as for the new sehemes to trUdi 
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I h&ft already referred. It aleo incdiides tbe Be. 16 Iridie, almdy 
mentumedf required for tlie trauemieeioB of iaudlordfi* leee niid eerrice 
of |iroee<Mee owing t<) amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Aet. 
The objeete lor which the new expenditui'e ie being incurred are eet 
out undei' the varioiKt heads in the Financial Statement. I wilh 
refer brie#}^ to the moie important features. 

Fiuler ** Land Hevenne/* provision has been made to oontinue* 
colonisation ]>rc»jectH in the Sundarbans; and a nrheme for raiyatwari 
settlement of char laiida in Bakargaiij is lieing initiated. It will cost 
Ba. 1,89,000, the ex[ienditiire being spread over neveraJ years, and tho 
6r»t instalment of Its. 56,000 finds a place in next yeai*«’s budget. 
This is to survey and demarcate lands, and (construct embankments 
and tanks, so that raiynts may be settled on the land, for which there 
is a strong demand. The si'heme, l)esides satisfying land hunger,, 
win 1 ms remunerative, as Government will receive salami anti rent 
from t^s developing its property. Another item that may be men- 
tioned is the provision for beginning the traverse siirvey of the 
Bangpur district in accordance with the survey and settlement pro* 
gfumme. The cost of <H)nstructing settlement buildings at f'hinsura,. 
Malda and 8uri (Birhhum), where settlement operations are in 
progress has been included in the Civil Works budget. Tndej^ 
** Forest,” funds have been provided for khedda operations in the Cox‘s 
Baiar Division and for the purchase of a few tractors ami chuieoal* 
making mm^hines. The outlay is ex]>e<‘tei1 to be remunerative. As 
has already been mentioned, as a result of the amendment in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, liegist ration otfices will have to undertake muc-b 
extra work in connection with the truiismissicHi of landlords' fees. 
A provision of Us. (il lakhs has therefora Wn made under the heail 
** Eegisiration to meet the increased ex|>enditure in establishment 
charges and contingencies that will be necessary* on this a«x*ount. 

The irrigation charges include this Government’s share of the cost 
of the reconstruction of i^rtain Calctitta bridges which ara being 
ere<^ V 1b<> ^C^o^tta Improvement Trust. A new item, shown 
under ICTII, is Rs, 1 lakh towards the cost of the construction of tho 
new Ali)MMre bridge, work on which will be undertaken next year. 
Money has also been allotted for a sluice-shutter for the Midnapore 
Cnnnl, for the canstraetion of looks and aluioes in the Lower &«mar 
Bvemr in order to improve tko Madanpeir >BIkI 1 Boute, and ‘ifor "drodg*- 
tng the waslara and of ike HHalya Doank and Sabtaiwddbi erase- 
ing on tin BondaorlMma Slaamer Boote. Ow ing to dolay in Mm rieii|ll 
of tiw druf^ine Oiomeatore, tim oairntruotioii of the Bamodar Canil 
hm baon reteiM Ibia ymt. It is hoped Mml eatoavotaon wmic osiB 
be puikod on with Tfgc^ nant 3 Piar, and Innds bavo been provided 
noeondiaflf^ 
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Ijlfc 0«8«rHl Adittinigtratioa is nearlv Ks. 14} laklit 

that ^ the revised estimate of the torrent year. 'This is ammnted for 
partly by the fatt that Bs. 9 lakhs have been provided to meet the (^t 
of ad^onal staff and iimtiiigeiit exiienditare that will be necessary in 
the district oflites to deal with the work of laitdlonls^ fees arising' out 
of the amendmmit of the Bengal Tenancy Act. A stun of Rs. 2} Iddis 
has been entered for the cost of bolding the elections to the Indian aliff 
Provincial legislatnres which are due to take plat'e daring the comtag 
year. Another new feature that may he mentioned is an incivaae of 
the cadre of Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors, whii* will 
ultimately cost Rs. 51,000. A beginning will be made next year al 
a omit of Rs. 0,000. 

An increase of a little over Rs. 2 lakhs in the Admin istraticRi of 
Justice budget is due mainly to (Nciitiury growth in the charges for 
establishment, and includes Rs. 13,000 for the purchase of steel-iaoka 
and almirahs for the Original Side of the High Court. Funds to begin 
the construction of a new civil court building at Asansol at an ultimate 
estimated cost of Rs. 1,62,500, as well ns to carry on certain works in 
progress, have been provided under **41 ('ivil Works.'* 

An increase of about n lakh in the Jails butlget is covered by several 
items, each involving small ex{)en(liture, but the main increase ia 
due to larger outlay anticipated on raw materials owing to the expaa* 
sion of the woollen mills in Dacca Jail. Against this, rec*eipis feom 
jail manufactures are exfMK'ted to be higher. Funds have been 
allotted for improving the water-supply and extending the leper ward 
of Midnu]K>ie Jail and enlarging the siib-jnil at Netiakona. 

The Police budget is about Rs. 16 lakhs more than the revised eeti- 
mate for the current year. This is required to meet the fuU yoarV 
cost of the revised pay, sanctiened from 1st November iaat year, of 
the aubordinate ranks of the Bengal and Cidcutta Police. The esttnmte 
also includes about Rs. 30,000 for a similar increase of pay of the 
Indian ranks of the Eastern Frontier Rties : and over Ra. 60,000 lor 
police requiied for King George's Doric from April next. It mny 
be noted that 7/l(Hhs ol this latter sum is re c o v ere d imm the Port 
Cotnmiseioiiera and credit is taken for this on the reoeipi aide ol the- 
It is propoeed to buy a wei|dt«bridge coating Ra. 20,960 
for the Public Vehiclea Department, Calcutta. Aa regards buildings, 
Hm only new projefsls contemplated are barracks for the South District 
Traftc Police at Porahaaar, OnkaUa, and a new police hospital at 
J iss et t. 

fke ia cre ns e under Statiimery and Printing is mainly due to* 
^ ittcrsasod wmh ind largm- supfdiei of pnpof raqulrad to prini^ 
mg fom fai connectioB with the transmliitott of landlotds' foes, 4he 
Oommil riections whkh are duo next year and the growing nooli Of 
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40ptuimettt$ genenUy, It abo isolitdes the ooet of idain paper for 
tue with court-fee stamps which formeiij used to be classified under 

Stamps.” 

The grant for ** Education is about Bs. 4^ lakhs higher. A sum of 
Es. 3^ lakhs has been prorided to carry on the construction of the 
Koslem Hall of Dacca University, which was begun this year, and 
provisum has also been made to continue the policy of encouraging 
agricultural education in secondary schoob. In ordw to comply with 
the Calcutta University regulations regarding the attendance of college 
students at lectures in the vernaculars, extra staff is required in oer- 
4ain Government colleges at an ultimate cost of over Bs. 23,000 and 
a provision of Bs. 10,200 has been made to meet tke estimated 
expenditure next year on this a<H;ount. Over Bs. 2 lakhs have been 
deivoted to non-recurring grants to schools and colleges for buildings, 
equipment and other purposes, the details of which are fully set 
forth in the Financial Statement. These include Bs. 25,000 for grants 
to non-Oovemment schools for the promotion of physical culture. 

Under the “ Education ” sec'tion of “ Civil Works,” money has 
been allotted for the acquisition of the Christ Church S<^hool build- 
ing at a cost of Bs. 2,50,000 for subseqiiqent conversion into a bostel 
for the students of the Bethune College, ('alcutta; for the construction 
•of a new building for the Moslem Institute, Calcutta, at an estimated 
cost of Bs. 1,50,000; and for electric installation in the Calcutta 
Madrassa. 

The most im{M>rtaiit item under the Medical head is the provision 
of one lakh for a grant towards the extension of the tuberculosis 
sanitarium at Jadavpur. The Calcutta Medical Aid and Besearch 
Society has established a Tuberculosis Hospital at Jadavpur, which 
is doing excellent work and it is proposed to give a non-recurring 
grant of one lakh to enable it to extend the hospital by 50 beds. 
Funds have also been provided for carrying on the oonstruoiion of 
the medical school buildings at Chittagong and Jalpaiguri and for 
the extensiim of the Eden Hospital. The new buildings oontemplated 
next year am % lasidenoe for the Civil Surgeon at Bajshahi and 
quarters for nurses at the Golwa Leper Hospital. 

The Public Health Department has also shared in the distribution 
nf the available resources. It is intended to make grants to the 
Narayanganj, Asansol, Diic<*a, Bansbaria and Ohaadpur municipai- 
ittes to enable them to improve their water^upply. In the loans 
estimate Bs. 3,64,000 hate been provided for advances to the Dacca, 
Howrah, Faridpur, Narmyanganj and Bansbaria municipalities towards 
the cost of the% wateivworks schemes. The mral pnUio health 
organisation oontinues^to expand and the eetimated taqmdiUm has 
hmo raised io Bs. 9 Ims next year from this yearns fignre of Bs. 
Mchs. 
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tlie A^riicultcire budget, we baee provided lor ibe purcbMO ol « 
niot^ ambulaiice lor the Bengal Veterinary College to replace tbe 
preeigl borsenirawn ambulance and for the appointment ol an Ine* 
]>ector and the purchase ol magic lanterns, slides, etc., for propaganda 
work of the Veterinary Department. The establishment of a demon- 
stration farm at Rajbnri in the Gotilundo subdivision of the Faridpur 
district, towards a^hich local contributions are being given, and a 
demonstration and seed farm at Char Badna in the Bakarganj district 
have been provided for. The existing staff for the imi^rtant work of 
the audit and supervision of co-o{>erative societies is inadequate, and, 
as audit fees are received from the societies, it is incumbent on Govern- 
ment to increase the staff. Next year, it is pioiiosed to ap|)oint 14 more 
uuditoi*s and 2 additional Inspectors of Co-operative Pieties at an 
immediate cost of Rs. 15,178 which will ultimately rise to over 
Rs, 32,000. 

In the Civil Works budget, u sum of Rs, 17,100 is provided to 
erwt wiie-femcing round the cattle-farm at Ruugpur: and provision 
has been made for electric installations in the Bengal Veterinary 
(Villege, Belgachia, and in the herliarium and quarters at the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Sibpur. 

The encouragement of industries has also receivei! attention. It 
i^ intendeil to establish a h<K)t-and-shoe making department in the 
Bengal Tanning Institute at an uiiiitiat cost of over Rs. 7,000 on an 
experimental basis for three years. Another project is to employ a 
temimiary staff at a cost of Rs. 5,066 j>er annum for the demonitra- 
tion of impi-oved prmesses of manufacturing brass and bell-roetal 
articles. A temimrary staff for the demonstration of improved pro- 
cesses of refining sheliac and of manufacturing bar and moulded soap, 
suitable for small factory owiiei-s and cottage-workers has already been 
sanctioned this year. It is pro|>ofied to continue the staff for the 
whole of next year at a cost of Rs. 5,400. A provision of Bs. 20,000 
has also been made in the Civil Works budget for the construction of 
a disiienstiry and Princii>ars quarters for the Coniilla Survey School. 

Taking all the js-hemes of all departments included under ** 41 - 
Civil AVorks,” we intend to initiate piojects estimated eventually to 
cost about Rs. 15 lakhs, of which we propose to spend about Rs. 11 
lakbs in 1929-30. I have already mentioned some of the important 
new proposal* under ea4’h major head, and a detailed list of wofka in 
progress and the new works pro{)osed to be undertaken next year i* 
given in Appendix B ** of tke Financial Statement. 

Finally, I shoald mention an item which affects all departments of 
Government. In addition to the amount which is shown ly experience 
to be required lor normal and compulsory commutatums, we have 
aBocated Bs. 10 Vkh* for eesnmutatioo of pensioiis la view of the 
very large number of appUcatioiis. This year's grant, whidk was 
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refftricted for ftitaneial reasoas, has had to be devoted to oUigatory 
coaiinaiatioiis, and a larf^ number of offieei-s, many of whpm ap{died 
in 1927* have been unable to commute a portion of their pensimis. 
The sum of Rs. 10 lakhs will provide for less than half of the require* 
ments, but it is the most that can be done at present. This will help 
to relieve the situation to a certain extent to the benefit of these retired 
officers. 

As regards loans given by Govemmeiit, we expect to recover 
Rs. 14,lHt000 in 1929-30 in repayment of advances made to agricul* 
turists, co-operative societies and loc:al bodies, as well as loans under 
the Drainage and Embankment Act. In the coming year, we propose 
to lend Rs. 11,46,000, including Rs. 50,000 to the Co-operative Silk 
Union at Malda; Rs. 45,000 to weaving and industrial unions and 
societies; Rs. 3,96,000 to ugiicultunsts under the Land Improvement 
and Agricitltural Loans Act, Rs. 4,04,000 to local bodies for drainage 
and water-supply projects and Rs. 1} lakhs as an advance to the 
Commissioners for the New Howrah Bridge to cover probable pre- 
liminary expenses. 

1 think I may claim that within the resources at our disposal, we 
have made a fair distribution throughout the various branches of the 
administration. New expenditure totalling Rs. 42 lakhs is the 
measure of our contemplated advance, and let me say once again that 
this has been made ]M)ssible only by the exceptional piece of good 
fortune which increases our stamp revenue by Rs. 52 lakhs. Tt is 
true that the advant^e is a short one, and cannot in present conditions 
continue. Of the new cxi>enditure, only Us. 2 lakhs are for activities 
of a recurring nature, and a*e can make no sustained progivss until 
we have larger and ex]mnding resources. Our contribution to the 
Central Government has lieeii finally remitted, but that, as has been 
pointeil out often before, di>es not give us adequate relief or place 
us in a |MNiition to meet our responsibilities. In my Budget s|)eech 
last year I inferred to the visit of the Statutory Commission and said 
that the Government of Bengal would urge, as one of the most 
fundamentftl points, that the Financial Settlement was wrong ah 
initio and treated Bangui most nuf airly and that it must be complete- 
ly revised, if the new constitution is to have any chance of snccesa 
in Bengal. Since then the Commission has visi^ Bengal, and first 
Mr. Cassells, and then Sir Provash Chunder Mitier and myself, put 
our case as strongly as we ]K>asihly could. Every other witness, who 
appeared before the Commission on behalf ef Bengal, sounded the same 
note, and I thank them all very much for their strong support. We 
presented a united front and I feel c<mvineed that we impressed the 
Members of the Commission that we have, a strong casSi We can 
now otily^wait fbr thotaiults of their deliberations and hope for thn 
very best. 



11 


m CONFIDENCE MOTIONS. 


u 

Molititt of no wMmm in Mlnlflori. 

MiVlYl NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURI: Sir» I have tabled two 
motions in my name; may I have your iiemnaaion to move both of 
them at the same time, because my remarks will be the same. 

Mr. FREilOiNTS It has always been the practice in this Council 
to take up separately motions of no confidence in the Ministers, I do 
not see any reason why there should be any departure from that. 

Matthri NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURI: I move that thih Council has 
no confidence in the Hon^ble Nawab Musharruf Hcnain, Khan 
Bahadur, the Minister for Education. 

Sir, I have been compelled to bring this motion of no confidencse in 
the Ministers 


Mr* RRRSIDEMT: Probably you have misunderstood me. What 
I meant was that these two motions should be put separately; but, you 
(an formally *»ove Iwth at the same time, so that these may be dis- 
cussed together. 

Mattivi NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURI: 1 also lasg to move that 
this Council has no confidence in the Hon'ble Haja Bhupendra Narayan 
Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, the Minister for liocal Self*Government. 

I have been compelled to bring this motion of no confidence in the 
Ministers liy an overpowering sense of public duty and the obligation 
which, in common with the rest of the members of this House, I owe 
to the electors and the people of Bengal. I hope the House will not 
minimise the gravity of the issues which we are going to raise on this 
motion. I charge the Ministers of violating the constitution. I 
charge them further of corrupting the public life of the country and 
transgressing the well known and accepted canons of morality and 
decency in the transaction of public affairs. I have been a member 
of this House for nearly one year. I have watched with pain and 
humiliation that never daring this period in any department under 
the administration of the Ministers there had been so much as even a 
semblance or pretence of responsible Govern ment. For Oovernment 
according to the wishes of the people and their representatives the 
Ministers have invented a system of management by bribery, cotrupiion 
and jobbery. I will not discuss whether corruption has led the way 
to Ministerial iirsaponsibility or irrespoosibility has necessitated a re- 
course to oorruption as an instruineiii of Oovemnent in iheehaiids of 

the Ministers. Whatever mig^it be their origin, it ia an open Merst 

* 
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that comiption and irresponsibility hnTo gone hand in hand in tibe 
Government of the transferred snbjeets. My own expeiienee in the 
House is limited. The House, I dare say, will also have the pleasure 
of bearing the stories of corruption which went to the making of the 
Ministry, the scandal and disgrace which marked its career from the 
outset and the method by which it sucxreeded in remaining in office, 
from those whose experience has been longer than mine and who can 
siieak with an intimate and first-hand knowledge of the circumstances. 
The House will learn from their mouths a reouarkable catena of cir- 
cuiusiances showing the inwardness of the Ministers, a story of intrigue 
and corruption beginning with the fall of the last Ministry down to 
the present crisis when many members of this House and especially 
the younger men of the House have risen in revolt against the public 
scandal whi(;h has disgraced and humiliated Bengal and besmirched 
her fair name. They will reveal some of the darkest chapters of 
diarchy — how Ministers fiotited public opinion, sold offices of Govern- 
ment and liquor licence in order to enlist Parliamentary support for 
their Ministry. For some time past there has been a good deal of 
publi(* discontent about the practice of corrupticm and jobbery. The 
matter was represented to the Simon Commission. Every educated 
men in Bengal has heard of it. The members of this House have 
known of it, but there has been no public protest till one of the 
numitiated members of this House, a gentleman who is held in high 
esteem by all of us, gave notice regarding a liquor shop at Bowbasar. 
It was impossible to stifle n discussion of the matter further. 
Mr. Atiqullah sent notice of his motion cm the llth instant but the 
motion itself was not moved on that day us it was not previously dis- 
CQiified by the parties. The next day both of us sent notice of the same 
motion, as it was doubtful whether Mr. Atiqullah could repeat his 
notice. The House will hear Mr. Atiqullah as regards his personal 
knowledge and exi^erience. The charge of comiption against the 
Ministers relates to three main heads. Firstly, in relation to the 
members of the Council; secondly, in the administration of the Excise 
Department, and, thirdly, in the distribution of patronage. As regards 
the first head almost eveiy* one us has heard the general allegatiipi 
but the House wHt now get an opportunity of heaving a few instanodi 
from members whose personal knowledge entitles them to speak aboiH 
them. 

Mr. PniilDlNTi Are you basing your remarks on 3mttr pereonal 
knowledge or experience? 

Manivl NUMUt HUQ CHAUDNUIIIS I do m some cases but ns 
regards certain tiitlier matters whiek I will mention just now I think 
some other members^^ko will follow me will make it #dMnitsty 
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lilV Sot my dir6cti<Mas to you tfo thot you iltould 

confli# yoMT remiukB to oiieh matton as jroa yourself know to be true. 


Miilvi HURUL HUQ MAUDHUIIIl All nght. It is a favounte 
dictuia of the Hoo’ble Minister in charge of Education that only 
persons who ara either capable of bribing or willing to be bribed 
should come to the Council and no body who does not belong to either 
of these categories has any business to come to the Council. This is 
his estimate of honesty and integrity of the members of tbe Council. 


3-45 p.ni. 

As regards the administration of the Excise Department the 
Secretary and the heads of the deportment will bear me out that since 
the formation of the present Ministry there has been a great deal of 

interference due to political pressure in the Administration of the 

department. The forties applying for licence now approach the Minister 
over the heads of the department. Politicians are em^ouraged to take 
sides in the quarrels of liquor vendors and are rewarded with hand- 
some remunerations. It is well known that the Minister in some eases 
had made it u (condition of hearing an a]»plicntion or an np|>eal that 
such and such lawyer M.L.(\ nominated by himself should l>e engaged 
and fancy fees should be paid to the fortunate M.D.(\ I shall refer 
to certain instances. The first case is that of the Nankin Hestuarant. 
A mufassal M.L.C. from ('hittagong was engaged at the instance of 
the Minister and a fee of Us. 1,500 was paid for one dayV up|>earance. 

The second case is that of Eugtuie A ('o. A ('nlcutta was 

approached at the instance of the Minister but the arrangement fell 
through. The third case is that of Diiishaw Nornbjee r*. Maada. A 
certain M.L.C. was appnwuhed by one party at the direction of the 
Minister and he was offered any fee that he would name but the 
M.L.C. refused. The fourth cose is that of Panulal Shaha. On the 
very day of the death of the licence-holder the licence was given to 
the son of on M.L.C. and later on when he surrendered the li<^iice it 
was issued to tbe editor of lV/#e Han-ffa, which, since the date of the 
grant of the licence has become the chief ministerial organ in Bengal. 
The facts of the case were published in the Fortrarri cm the I7th 
instant. 


Mr. PREilOiNTs Are you taking the resjamsibility of that 
statement 


MMlvi NURUL NUQ OMAUONUIIIt Yes, Kir. 

Sir, 1 will follow your direction and shall not say anything wbieb 
is not within my personal knowledge. 

As regards the distribution of patronage, 1 do not maintain that 
M.UCs. almuld be disqualiffed to hold oSces or that their dtiqualUl* 
enlton shoald he extended to their scnm and rektioBa. But I aeeuae 
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the ICinieier of joSiery because oa his own admiaiicMi he had fiTeii 
appointments to M.L.Cs. on condition of their support. He had to 
refuse an appointment to his brother's son and apol<^;ised by saying 
that he frould lose his own appointment if he preferred his own neidiew 
to that of the M.L.C/s. 1 will ask the House to note especially tiiat 
in each case the candidate of the M.L.C.’s was eithee^a matric or an 
under«matric and had been preferred to several B.As. and M.As. both 
Hindus and Moslems. 

1 am prepared to give the names of the M.L.Cs. who had anything 
to do with these w^andals if you, Sir, would permit me and if the 
Hon’ble Minister would ask for their names. 

I shall now speak on the second issue which I have raised. Under 
the constitution the Ministers have vei^ definite rfiles assigned to 
them. Jt was undoubtedly the intention of the framers of the con- 
stitution that the Ministers should be responsible to the Council as 
the latter in its turn should be responsible to the electors. It is an 
elementary proposition of politics that if I support the Ministers 1 
make myself responsible for all his ai.tions and policies both in res- 
|)ect of whnt he does as well as in res|>ect of what he fails to do. Does 
it not, therefore, follow as a matter of logic and propriety that if I 
have to l)e responsible for the actions and policies of Ministers, I have 
a right to In* consulted as regards what those policies should 
be. (»ii any other (condition it would l)e impossible tor any self- 
restHH*ting iueinlM»r of this House, who wants to do his duty to his 
constituency, to give his support to the Minister or for an honest 
3linister to bargain for such support. Sir, it is a matter of extreme 
regret to us that the officials and the Europeans do not always realise 
that we have our own responsibilities to our constituencies and it is 
inHM>i«iibl© on our i>art to discharge those responsilulities unless we 
liHve the means of influencing the actions and policies of the Ministers 
according to the desires and wishes of our constituencies. Most of 
us have to give pledges to our constituencies when we are returned. 
We cannot fulfil our pledges and respect our obligations to our con- 
stituenmes if the Ministers whom we supimrt refuse to accept our 
advice and da imiI admit us to consultations in imimrtant matters 
dealing with policies. The House may be aware that on the wasion 
of every important debate the very members who professed to belong 
to his party or group were not seldom among his worst critics and 
1 am quite certain that they had known as little of the character of the 
proposals for reforming the system of secondary and University edi^- 
lion as any member of tbe oi»position and had as little to do in shapii^ 
the educational policies of the Hon 'We Minister. It has hmn said 
that the fault wt^ not entirely of the Ministers but lay primarily with 
the officials and tiuropwn benchea who supply the main support and 
the voting strength by which Ministers are kept in and im whose 
good will and toleration they have depended for their eniiteuce mote 
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thanf^llpoii their own followei^. In the course of the preeeut 4ehote 
the I^Tomment and the members of the European party will have 
to 81^ how far the accusation is just and true. The Ministers as soon 
as they found themselves in office were assured of 44 official and 
European votes. They discovered that they might easily get the addi- 
tional support fir a working majority by the influence of their official 
position, by a judicious distribution of patronage and by other 
questionable methods. The Ministers never considered their supporters 
as a party in the strict sense or held together by any other than a 
purely personal bond. It must be within the recollection of the 
House that as soon as a Minister of this type bad fallen his party 
disappeared with him. So long, therefore, as the European votes will 
be placed at the rominaiid of the Ministers a^ithout reference to the 
merits of any policy pursued l>y them it will be im|)ossible for either 
the supporters of (he Ministry or the opposition to create any con- 
stitutional convention in the transferred hubje<ts under the adminis- 
tration of Ihe Ministers. If is true we con exercise our undoubted 
rights to overthrow the Ministers as soniet tines we have Iteen able lo 
do. The motion of no confidence is, how^ever, the last remedy in the 
hand.s of the inemlters to (*oinj»eI the resignation of nn unjtopular 
Ministry. Hut such oc'casional and exceptional usi^ of what may he 
called the pieiogntive to the memiters can never Ite a normal method 
of (government. 


The only method by whic-h Ministerial resjamsihility cun lie en- 
fojx’ed in prac tice is the machinery c»f the party whicdi should have the 
privilege of consultation in i'inportant inutiers and the right to lay 
down the policies. This is n(»t nieiely a right of the party hut also 
a right of the o[)]M>sition for the opposition is entitled to know the 
policy of the Ministers. 1 cun appeal to this House and it is within 
the knowledge of this House that on the matter of Ministerial ftolicy 
every party and everv’ member of this House know as little us the 
Minister himself.,/ 

Sir, I have stated the constitutional issue as briefly as poesible 
before the whole House. We are not challenging the existence of 
diarchy. We stand here as the champion of the constitution. No 
body should be stampeded by the cry that diarchy is in danger from 
nwr side. I have pointed out the reason why diarchy has failed in 
the past and how it can be made to work hi future. The key to the 
constitution is held by the (Government and tbe Earo)>eans. If they 
would agree to stand aloof for a time even though they cannot vote 
with us we migbi easily purge tbe Government of tbe abuses that have 
crept into it and no future Minister will be tempted to practice oor- 
TQption as a method of keeping himstlf in office. We are prepared to 
oo-operate with them for setting op n new Ministry which will coin- 
numd the reaped and confidence of the country but we cannot fopport 
m Mittiilry which has acquired a poUic reputation for diehonaaly. 
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Sir, I would ipecuiHy appeal to the Enropean members wboee freedom 
is not lettered in any way not to reftise the band of cooperation. 1 
would rec^all to the Council tbe Instrument of Instructions of our 
0racious Bovereifcn which enjoins the Governor to advise Ministers 
in refmi^d to their relation to the Ijegislative Council. Can it be 
said that that relation has been such that by the continuance of it 
we may enjoy the benefits of self-government. So far the only habit 
of iiolitical education that we have acquired is familiarity with cer- 
tain forms of corruption which are known to the Government and 
are known to eveiy one else in this House. 

I will not question the sincerity of the Government or Euroi>ean 
members but the only acid test of sincerity which the country would 
accept is through co-operation with the popular parties to purify the 
public life of the country and compel the Ministers to respect the 
constitution. 

Sir, 1 am aware that the Swaraj Party will ridicule my faith in 
the constitution. They cannot syinjaithisc with our attempt to 
rehabilitate the constitution. But I must acknowledge their patriotism 
and their high sense of duty of which they gave jjrtjof on numerous 
(xrasioiis. 1 ho|)e, Sir, when this House is engaged in making a 
serious effort to rid the administration of corruption and jobbery, which 
the actions of c^ilain Ministers have introdmed into it, they will not 
refuse their <‘o-operuticm with us for vindi<‘atiiig the honour of Bengal 
and to preserve a'hat more than anj^hing else is the greatest asset of 
a nation, namely, the honesty in public life. 

4 p.m. 

Before I <‘onclude I would licg the House to remember that we have 
been moved by no spirit of factious opposition. We cannot Ik> sus- 
pected of any jmrsonal ambitions. We are neither disqualified 
proprietors t»or planters with long purses qualities which are deemed 
essential for (»t!ice and considered necessary for carrying on a Ministiy. 
We have brought this motion to show to the world that the constitution 
does not lack genuine friends amongst the Indians and that if it has 
failed it iaijed in spite of our lies! efforts, 

Kir, it is not the Ministers alone who are on their trial to-day; ©very 
imrty and every individual iiieinber of this House is also on his trial. 
Whatever may lie the judgment of this House, whether it is in favour 
of, or adverse to my motion, the final judgment u{K>it our cxinduct 
will be passed by public opinion not simply of this province but of 
the whole civilised world. 

To the Government we may say with the sanction of the country 
behind our hack if you have nothing better to offer in the name oi 
relorm than an irrespcmsihle Ministry and corruption of public life 
then take back your gift. We value our honesty and character much 
more than your questionable boons.** 
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Uli W. Lm TRAVlfltl Once nior« it it my lot to plaeo befm tliiic 
Coiiioil th« policy of tlie Biitisk grottp-HMtr policy to-day and our 
poliey in regard to tke future. The hon'hle mover has made oertaiir 
allegations of hribeiy' or jobbery against the Hon^ble Minister. I 
regret we could not catch those in detail owing to the ierrible aiK 
(oustics of this Chamber. I have to say this and 1 say with determi- 
nation, . that if those charges of bribery are substantiated wa 
should at once withdraw our support from any Minister, 
Meanwhile we have to listen to the Minister's reply and we are assured 
that those charges are unfounded (he does not at the moment appear 
to he very much alarmed). 

1 hope that you, Sir, and the Council will forgive me, if in the* 
remainder of what I have to say I repeat what I have said Iwfora 
upon such motions. One cannot help repetition to some extent. 
Fntil recently the British group in this Council have supported 
Ministers, our niuiu reason ftn* m doing l»eing that we always thought 
it our duty to do u'hat we can to enable the constitution to function 
in this province. We were force<l into that position to some extent 
hv the determined action of a party whose policy has been to smaab 
the constitution in-espective of the merits or demerits of any Minister 
«hc might be appointed. We were also of opinion in regard to social 
reform and legislation for that purp<ise, that it were l>eiter done if 
p<jssible by Ministers and by voluntary effort supporting those 
Ministers. Hence until rwently we have done all we have been able 
to, or we could, to assist the Ministers by speiw’h and by word on 
motions similar to that liefore the Council to-day and in regard to the- 
salary motions in the budget. 

Now as I said on the occasion of the last budget debate there baa 
been a change in the situation. In the last Council there was scar<‘e!y 
a majority for the constitution; the scales, if I may say so, were 
weighetl veiT evenly. Now, however, in this (’ouncil there is a 
majority lor dian-hy, a very considerable majority as was pro%*ed in 
the motion for the Ministers' salary. For various reasims that major- 
ity is non-effec^tive and non-operative. It is not our business nor 
indeed our desire to inquire into those reasons. All that we say it 
that certain leaders of the pro-constitution group do not agree and in 
consequence (here has been factioij %h( and the pro-constitution 
majority is non -operative. T.ast year 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter an^ 
the Nawab Hahib narrowly escaped defeat on a motion of no oonH- 
dence. The year before the Ministry was defeated and again to-day 
there is another motion of no confidence. Now I should like to say 
that the British group are tired of this game 6f Minister-making anil 
wottld-be-Minister speculation, if I may put it as that, and I roust say 
what 1 said on the last oceasioii. It is this: that if the Ministers niw 
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4t/Mted to-day w« are detennined tlut we will not rapport any «ther 
JUiniitar wbo nay have Hie fa cellra c y'i eonfidenoe. 

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTAi That ia exactly what yon raid on the 

)bai occaaion. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVEM: I wiU go further tkan that. I will aay 
Ethia that, ahould there be a change in the Miniatry we will not sup- 
port any Miniater who haa Hia Excellency ’a confidence except when 
^hat Miniater ia able to give us real guarantees that he will have a 
aiable majority and a real majority. We consider that frequent 
transfers in the departments that have taken place are a serious dia- 
nster to the province; we consider, moreover, that if a Minister has 
continually to try to maintain his position it is a serious disaster to 
the province. We consider also that there should be and ought to 
'be a continuity of policy in regard to the transferred departments and 
we have yet to discover that policy. 

To bring about the progress that we desire we consider it an essen- 
itial part of our duty to-day to do what we can to assist forward the 
4;uuse of social reform and for that progress there must be a stable 
enajority. We support the Ministers to-day in the hope that there 
will lie that stable majority. 

In conclusion I am not going to go into the merits and demerits of 
-diaichy and all that lie therein to-day. That has lieen debated again 
:end again in this Council and I am sure almost every member of this 
Council is tired of it. Besides, the question of diarchy and the consti- 
■tution itself are in the melting pot and whatever happens in the 
future, there will at any rate he some change and it is useless, I think, 
<0 have further argument about a system that will shortly be altered. 

Mr. iYED MO. ATIQULLAH: Sir, when leave was asked to move 
ibese motions the other day I mentioned to the House that 1 had a 
eerious charge to bring against the Hon’ble Minister of Education 
Kawab Muehaxrul Hosain. My charge against the Nawab is that he 
has been guilty of corrupting public life by bribing and attempting 
to brilte meuiberK of this Council. I feel in duty bound to this 
honourable House to adduce facts in support of this serious charge and 
1 pro}>ose to confine myself to those facts which are within my personal 
knowledge. 1 am not going to ask the House to rely on mere hear- 
aays and rumours, for 1 know full well that charges of corruption are 
most difficult to prove as both the parties are equally guilty in the eye of 
law. 1 will.thefeiore relate the incadents that happened to myself. I 
may mention that it was at the last general election that 1 was returned 
to this Council lor the first time and I never had any acquautance with 
Ifawab Mushairuf Hosain, not until I met him for tlm first time in 
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the*^^ciL I am but a junior mambar of Hub Housa and do nol 
aspif^ to miniBterial position but whan I tall tba Housa tba faeti as 
they kappaned I venture to hope that the hon'ble memban will a^rsa 
with me that I had no option but to lay the facts before them. It is 
a high prerogative of this House to protect its membare when they 
attempt to discharge their public duties in accordance with the best 
of their judgments against such persistent persecution to which the 
Hon’ble Minister has subjected me. 

Sir, when after the last general election Mr. Chakravarty and 
Mr. (now Sir) Abdelkerim Ghuinavi were appointed Ministers, I gave 
my 8U{^port, but after a few months* working of that ministiy I was 
convinced like a large majority of the elected members that they had 
forfeited the confidence of the House and the people. So when notice 
vras given of a .motion of no confidence I made up my mind to vote for 
it. On the day the motion was going to be moved I went to Nawab 
Musharruf Hosain’s house on his own invitation and then as I was 
coming to the Town Hall, the Xawab approached me with a bundle 
of Government currency notes and offered it to me. I was taken 
aback but as the Xawab had been actively canvassing against the 
Ministers and I hail heard <*erta^iii sinister rumours I at once realised 
the )K)sition and refused the offer giving him to understand what I 
thought of his conduct. But the same day even after the voting was 
over I was offered the money: this time not by the Xawab himself, but 
by a very near relation of his who lives with him and is def>endent on 
him. In fact during the succeeding twenty-four hours that gentleman 
made the offer not less than half a doxen times, so much so that at 
last he thrust the money into my pocket which of course 1 returned and 
I can give that gentleman’s name if the Nawab wants it. 

The next incident took place in March last when a motion of no 
confidence was brought against Xawab Musharruf Hosain himself and 
Sir Provash Chuiuler Mitter. The Xawab then sent to me another 
relative of his w*hf» is also distantly related to me. That gentleman 
inquired of me how I was going to vote and I told him at once that I 
would support the motion of no confidence. ThereuiK>n the man said 
that if I voted with the Xawab I would be a gainer. I told him *' io 
you have also come to offer me a bribe on behalf of the Naw'ah,” and 
asked him to leave the house. But the Nawab apparently was not to be 
discouraged. Again on the day the voting took place, that is the 21st 
March last year, another relative of the Naw'ab approached me in the 
lobby and said — I am quoting his own words — If you vote with us 
you will get whatever you want.” I replied ” I am going to vote 
against the Hon’ble Minister and I want his downfall.” 


Mr. FIIEiiOiNTs What pmola have you got that the gentleinam 
who spolre to you was authorised by tire Nawab to do sof 
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Mr. lYEO MO. ATIQULLAHl Mmly cirowituitkl ertdMtee. A 
man wlio comes cinTassing lor another must have bemi anthoriaed by 
the other. 

Mr. PRESIDENT I I do not think yon are right in casting any 
reflection on the Minister when he himself did not make any proposal 
to you. 

Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: In this case he was his agent and 
he may be said to have been authorised. In any case I have already 
stated that the Nowab offered me a bundle of notes himself. 

4*15 p,m. 

Sir, Nuwub Musharruf Hosain mn\ be as rich as he brags to be, 
but 1 submit that he is not entitled to attempt to buy votes as he has 
so persistently tried with me. I have heard that some other members 
also had similar exiieriences with him. It is now for the House to 
say whether such a man holding the high iiosition of a Minister is not 
a source of public danger. The administration of public departments 
in his (;harge was bound to, and has, in tact, acquired a bad reputation. 
In the distribution of patronage be has l)een betraying a cynical dis- 
regard of efficiency and public morals. The attitude taken up by the 
large and jHiwerfuI group of Swarajists inevitably makes the i¥>sition 
of any Minister in this Council, as constituted under the Kefomis, very 
difficult and prei'arious. If a Minister under the (’ircumstances happens 
to be intellectually and morally weak and does not therefore command 
the confidence of the public and of this House, which can only l)e 
achieved by o man of character and ability, he is Imund to resort to 
dubious methods, if he is anxious to secure his position. We have 
now had tlie Hon'ble Nawab Musharrui Hosain in office for more than 
one year, but 1 have not yet heard a single member of this House on 
n single occasion suggest that he is in the slightest degree qualified 
to hol<l such a resiwnsiWe office, and 1 have submitted to this House 
facts itithin iiny knowledge which dis(|ualify him for any public imsi- 
tion whatever. As for the Hon’ble the Uaju Bahadur of Naablpur. 
Minister for Txicnl Self-Govenunent. I have nothing to allege against 
his public conduct. He has just emerged into public life. But it is 
unfortunate that he has accepted joint restmnsibility with such a 
colleague as the Nawab, and having iM following of his own has to 
depend on such few votes as the Nawab may scrape together, by dubious 
means, in addition to the block consisting of officials — nominated and 
Europeans. 

I have nnnated as briefly as |)oiisilde the facts relating to the 
persistent and most hbrelaced attempts made by Nawab Muabamif 
Hosain to secure my vote hy bribery. I bare come to ^ia Oouncfil 
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bac^ I believe in tbe possibilitiee of responsible Govemment wbieb 
alosp gived every man, ambitious to serve bis country honestly and 
faitif^y, an opportunity which no other form of government gives. 
I realise, however, that the restrictions that have been imposed, though 
undoubtedly intended in utter good faith as safeguards, have made the 
growth of true responsibility difficult, and we are all earnestly hoping 
that the system of dual control will he replied by a harmonious con- 
stitution. In an assembly like this, some undesirables are bound to 
creep in, and, as a member of the representative section of this House, 
T am naturally anxious that it should be purged of all taint and stigma, 
so that responsible government, which is, I am convinced, the only 
possible solution of the present jwilitical situation, may be developed 
along healthy lines. This is in the best interests of all the parties 
concerned. 1 am a confirmed constitutionalist in the above sense, 
and it is obvious to me that if 1 acquiesced in bolstering up a Minister 
who, to my knowledge, is wanting in a sense of public morality, and 
is also so deficiently e<|uipped intellectually . 

Mr. PREtlOCNTS Order, Order. I cannot allow you to make 
those remarks. You should not cast any reflection on his character as 
a private individual. You can only attack his conduct, action or 
policy as a Minister. 

Mr. D. N. ItOY: On a point oi onler, Sir. If a Minister has a 
bad character, may not that fact be brought to the notice of this 
House ? 

Mr. PRttIDiNTs You cannot touch his private character, but you 
can cast aspersions on his public conduct and no further. This is my 
ruling, and you should not argue about this. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTAl On a point of order, Sir. 1 
want a ruling from the Chair whether the ability of a Minister can 
be discussed in this House, and whether that will come under tbe cate- 
gory of discussion of personal character. 

Mr. PRiilOINTS My ruling is that the capacity or otherwise of 
a Minister can he discussed here only in respect of functions which he 
discharges as Minister hut nw further. 

Mr. SYIO MD. ATIQULLANt Sir, may I point out to you that 
I was not discussing the Hon’ble Minister's personal character P What 
I was diseuising was about bis intelketual capacity. 

As I wae saying, if I acquieooed in bolitertng up a Minister who 
la my knowM^ was waatiag in a mam of puUic morality aa^ is 
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•1^ $0 deficiently equipped intelleehinliy, I should be groeely Ti<dii* 
ing the spirit, and the letter as well, o! that part of the constitution 
which its authors intended should be responsible to the public. No 
honest cause, political, or constitutional, can possibly gain by tho 
retention of such a Ministry in office. I must add one word more. 
The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain is dragging the good name of 
my community, which is a far more valnable asset than a few Govern* 
men! appointments, through the mire. 

Sir, the issue raised to-day is not a political or constitutional one, 
but pre-eminently a moral or ethical one. The issue to-day is whether 
purity in public and political life is to be maintained. Sir, our 
cause is purely a public one and we want that public purity and 
honesty should stand vindicated to<day. The atmosphere of ^ public 
life in the Bengal Legislative Council is very much polluted, and we 
want that it should again be purified. Sir, I want to make an appeal 
to my European friends in this Council. When a charge of corrup- 
tion has been made against the Ministers, are they going to cast their 
votes in their favour? I should re()uest them to pause and ponder 
and then cast their votes. If, after hearing what we have said they 
are convinced, they should cast their votes with us. If not con- 
vinced-even if there has arisen u cloud of doubt in their minds — 
they should not hesitate to cost their votes in favour of the motions, 
or at least to he neutral in this matter. The fight is not as regards 
the constitution to which they are wedded, but a moral one, and in the 
interests of purity and honesty in public life, I appeal to them to 
support us to-day. 

Sir, I am not convinced of success to-<lay. Personally, I do not 
mind whether I succeed or fail. I will not fret if I fail. Ours, Sir, 
is a noble public cause, and our satisfaction lies in that. 

(Cries of “ Shame,'* and Minister to explain.") 

[At 4-25 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-35 p,m.] 

(Cme al " Minister," " Minister, to reply.") 

KIuhi SaMIs ABOUS SATTAIII Sir, I had no intention of taking 
part in the deliberations to-day, but for the unfortunate fact that a 
statement has been made by my friend, Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri, 
regarding the Nankin Restaurant case— a statement which is abso- 
lutely false. I am sorry to find that my friend has been thoroughly 
misinfontted. May I ^quire who was his mformant? He seemed to 
think that 1 had some interest in this matter. It is abacdutely false 
that I appeared on behalf of the owner of the restaurant before the 
Hon’ble Minister or thpt I had taken him to the Minister’s house. 
What happened was this: I was on leave for about 2 ttKmths lael 
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yearjj^m the 20th April to the middk of June, Md I went to Darjee^ 
ling. While there, I happened to meet the Hon 'hie Minister, jnat 
as I iftet many Govenimeni officials. I also met thare a friend of 
mina who had come up, and he mentioned to me this matter of tha* 
Nankin Restaurant and asked me whether I could see and speak to 
Mr. Raid about it before whom it was pending, which I agreed to do. 

I went with him to Mr. Reid and explained the facts of the case U> 
him. He saw our point of view and was convinced of the justice of 
our case. Later on, we mentioned the facts of the case to the Hon'ble 
Minister as well os what Mr. Reid had told us. Before this, the 
Hon'ble Minister had absolutely no knowledge of anything connected 
with the case, and it was from us that he first heard anything about 
it. Sir, it IK ver>' unfortunate that Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri, 
who is a friend of mine, should have made (he sort of statement that 
he has done, and which I lepeat is absolutely false. 

Sabtl BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE* Sir, while siwaking on these* 
motions I shall remember the injunctions that have been laid up<m 
us by you, namely, first, that we should not say anything which iw 
not founded on personal knowledge and experience and, secondly, that 
we should not say anything which touches the private character of 
the Hon*ble Ministers. 

Sir, I think it is fUily fair to the Hoirhle Xawab Musharruf 
Hosuiri (hat 1 should .say u few words before he stands up to reply to 
the charges that have been brought against him. Before I do so, I 
iiiust c<»nfess. Sir, that having regard to (he nature of the charges 
made, it is a day of shame and humiliation for all of us. Mr. Travers 
has repeated to-day what he has been saying since the year 1926. I 
have got his spee<*heK with me here, and I find that what he said to* 
day is practically the same thing as what he said in 1926, 1927 and 
1926. Sir, in Kpite of that observation of Mr. Travers, namely, that 
he was supporting the Ministry only because we w*ere trying to wrec^k 
the constitution, 1 find, the European group are so much bent upon 
supporting any ministry, however corrupt, that they cheered the 
remark made by you when you stopped Mr. Atiqullah, saying that it 
was possible that the gentleman who offered the money to him here in 
the lobby was not authorised by the Hon’ble Minister to do so. I 
would, therefore, repeat here nothing except what the Hon'ble 
Minister told me himself, and 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister to stand up 
now and here and challenge me if what I shall presently say is not 
correct. I shall tell you, Sir, the eircumstan^ with full details. 
It was about a fortnight before the Congress met last December in 
Cslcutta that I accidentally met him at a cereniMy held at Beltola in 
Bhowanipore in conneetioii with the opening celebration of a girl$^ 
echool. When we etne down fraa tim Hall upetain, the Hea'Ue*^ 
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takiijw. 

Ifinuttr asked me where 1 was going* 1 said tliat I was going to the 
Congress grounds to have a look round. He aatd that he would like 
4o accompany me and asked me to send my car away and come with 
him in his car. I did so, and we visited the Congress grounds in 
Park Citt^us. Mr. Sen Gupta and others here, I hope, will remember 
that the Hon'ble Minister stopped in the Chairman’s camp for nearly 
M hour. After that he asked me where I was going. I replied that 
I was going home. He then asked me not to go home direct, but to 
■come with him for a drive by the riverside. I live very close to his 
house in Basra Road and, as I had sent my car away, I thought that I 
ahould go with him; in short, I had to go with him because I had 
no car. After the drive, he took me to my house. Like Sindbad the 
Sailor, he would not get down from my shoulders. When we reached 
my home, he expressed a desire to spend a few minutes more with me. 
Well, Sir, I asked him to come in, as it was very kind and good of 
him. Now, I shall say something which he did not ask me to keep 
se<'iet nor did he tell me under the seal of secrecy. I may remark by 
the way that I was shocked by his observations to me, that the next 
◄lay I repeated his conversation to my leader and also, I believe, to 
OM or two Muslim leaders. I thought in the public interest the 
Minister’s remoiks should not he kept secret. He said to me: 

Bejoy Babu, you have left the Select Committee of the Primary 
Education Bill in a huff because you objected to the ruling of the 
President. Well, if that he the attitude of the Swaraj Party— if they 
want to frustrate me in my attempt to get this Bill passed — rest 
assured that they will be unsuccessful.” I replied that we were not 
against primary education— on the contrary, there was a universal 
•demand for it — but that we were against the form in which it was 
proposed to legislate oii the matter. I further said it was neither 
free, nor compulsory nor universal. He said; “Whatever it is, I 
will do something this time, and in spite of the 38 or 40 members of 
the Swaraj Party in the Council, I will carry the Primaiy^ Education 
Bill through,” I inquired: “How? With the help of the 
European meinl»ers?“ He said: “No.” And I remember his 
following tvoi?ds distinctly— ^ fact, they are still ringing in my ears. 

I say to my Mubiiniroadan friends; “ Beware, beware, of men like 
the Hoirble Minister who can utter such gross calumnies against them 
as he did.” I do not believe a word of what he said, but I was 
ainased at the nature of the bragging be is capable of. He continued : 

“ I have got 23 Muhammadan members of the Council in ni|r pay ” 

mark the words “ in my pay.” (lioud cries of “ Shame,” “ Shame.”) 

I said in amaaement: “ What! bon’ble members of the Couneil in 
your pay?” He iiaid : “ Yee. What is Rs. 6.000 or Es. 6,000 to me. 

My private iiie^e is Rs. 6,000 or 7,000 per month, besi^ that I 
have got my pay as a Minister. What do I earn for a few thonmmds! 
People take from Rs. 50 to Re. 600 from me every mmi^” etc., ele. 
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is Very conunttaicstiirs as til peopls know. (Loud laugktsr.) 

StAte secrets soinetiiiies come <mt from liis mouth. 

4-45 |p.m. 

Ho told people many State secrets when he was in a communicative 
mood. Then, Sir, there was another statement of his, which T con- 
sider a great insult not only to my Muhammadan friend#, but alio 
to one whom both my Muhammadan friends and my Hindu friends hold 
in veneration. He said “ Do you know ahat I said to my Governor? ** 
** I told my Governor I ^ve set my heart upon this Bill, I will do 
what my Prophet failed to do.*’ I was shmked; I have the greatest 
veneration for his Prophet; I look u[>on his Prophet as I look ui>oii 
my Sri Krishna or Sri Chaituna. “ I told the Govemor^ — The Prophet 
gave people universal religion, he gave universal brotherhood, but I 
will give the people universal education, and that is what f am going 
to do.” (Ix)ud laughter.) These are the words 1 heard from hitii 
^nd I am an hon*ble member of this House, no one can challenge my 
veracity for 1 can swear to these observations of his. He said he would 
do something what his Prophet failed to do. Little man, he thought 
he was like the Prophet I Sir, T am reminded of what I said of him 
on the 2l8t March, 1J128, in connection with a similar motitm ; ” It 
is said lunar induemes on human beings sometimes create wonders, 
for has not the poet sung about a jMiliticioii in England- 

‘ In the course of a single moon. 

He turned a chemist, statesman, fiddler and buffoon.* ** 

Mr. dOGItM CMANOHA GUPTAt (fn a point of infonuation, 
'Kir. My friend has stated that he is preparetl to swear on oath t<» 
the statement he has made. If I remember aright, the Hon*ble Minister 
used the word “ Paigambar ** and not ** Prophet.** He said I will 
-do what the Paigambar, what Nitai, failed to do.*’ 

BilNl GfdOY KRItNIlA tOiil No, Sir, he used the word Prophet, 
He might have mentioned the words ” Paigambar *’ or ** Nitai *’ 
balore other friends, as I heard from them, but to me he said 
“ Prophet.” 

Mr. W. H. TNOMMONs Mr. President, Sir, 1 had not expected 
an atti^ on the Ministers from the benches just opposite. 
Mr. Prosideiit, I believe you play bridge, and I am sure Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta and members on the benches op{»osite do play bridge. It is 
-Me of the importations from the west which they do not bdycott. 
Mr, President, suppose you were in the card room of the Calcutta 
Club playing a rubber of bridge. Sup{MMM! Mr. Ben Gupta cim^in atid 
aai down to watch the game. Ton would certainly raise no m|^ 
*The rubber Anisliee. Xou then aide: Mi. Sen Gupta---*' 
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in ’f" He »ey» “ No* tkank you "—not rery politely, but you era 
reiee no obje^on. But, Sir, after kavinf refused to cut in if be 
bepns to criticise the play of the hands, and to call attention to a 
iwoke on the part of your partner the Hon'Ue Madster, would yra 
not raise objection f You would certainly raise strong objection. 
Sir, when this ministry was formed Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and hie 
party refused to cut in and under the Portland Club Rules Mr. Sen 
Gupta and his party are debarred from either speaking or voting ra 
this motion. That was not what I rose to say. (Laughter.) I 
wanted to add something to what Mr. Travers has said on the very 
important subject of a stable Government. It is a veiy important 
subject, and because it is so important, it has guided our policy and 
will guide our policy through this vote and similar votes in future. 
Sir, I take it it will be generally admitted that the British Parliament 
is a model for parliamentary constitutions. It has been the model for 
many parliamentary constitutions in other countries. But, not one 
of those constitutions has worked as well as the original; not one 
imitation has come up to the standard of the British Parliament and 
each one has failed in one resi^ct— the same respect— at one time or 
another. What has happened is that these constitutions have not 
pr^ided a stable Government. I will not multiply examples but 
twice France has had an Emjiew and in Spain, in Italy, in Cxecho- 
Slovakia and in Rouinania there are Dirtators at (his moment and the 
constitutions have Wn set aside. Now, Sir, in a modern State a 
Dirtatorship cannot be established unless the people want it, unless 
the people have got so sick of unstable Ooveinment that they are 
prepared to let the constitution go by the board in order to get 
Stability. An explanation why the British constitution has woiked 
and th^ other constitutions have not worked lies in the fact that 
the British oonstitutimi has had a gradual growth, while those other 
constitutions were adopted ready made. In the process of growth of 
the British constitution, if a false step was Uken in one direction, 
it was corrected by a step in the opposite direction. Or as more com- 
monly happened, it was corrected by a custom growing up in the other 
direction, und I ^inb. Sir, that it is because this growth in my 
country has proHlied a successful Government, that the British 
Parliwent at Home advised a steady growth of political institutions 
in this Muntry. Sir, that is an explanation of the failure of this 
constitution in other countries. The reason why the British parlia- 
mentary system gives stability is not quite so (^ous. I^I wei« a 
parson I would preach about it; if I were a philosopher I would read 
you a thesis on the snbjeot based on pure ethics, but, Sir, I was 
brou^t up «m amtihematies. Even mathematics, however, is a very 
useful guide in Mie problems of life rad by mathematics a 
of the present proU«g is possible. The problem is to And stability, 
to tmi equilibrium. Now, Sir, it is ra elementary propokltion of 
statics that a body will remain in equilibrium only when for each 
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foreillfctmg on it in one direction there is an equal force acting on it 
in c^lKwite direction. The force acting on the Cahinet is presenre 
from the House. The Cabinet is responsible to the House. What 
happens in England after a general election is this. The Cabinet is 
taken from the majority, the Cabinet is adopted by the inajoniy of 
the House. Now, Sir, you will not find this in any book, ytm cer- 
tainly will not find it in any enactment, but, we, who have been 
brought up in England, know how things happen there. We know 
perfectly well that once a ministry is there, once a Cabinet is in office^ 
there is far more control of the House by the Cabinet than there ia 
control of the Cabinet by the House. At Home once a Ciibinet i» 
there there is no necessity for hunting votes as Ministers have to do 
here. If any member of bis party went against a Minister it woulil 
be the end of that member's political career. By that only we can 
obtain a stable ministry here. liet the party having a majority put 
forward a ministry; when it is there it must control them more than 
they control it, otherwise the constitution will not work. Sir, how 
seriously we Europeans view the imi>ortance of a stable (l(»vemment 
may W judged from what the European Association said liefore tho 
Simon Coniini*«'iirni on (his point. Now, Sir, there is one exception tn 
the failure <»f the Euro)>ean iMnistitutious in the different countries- — 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, oif a fMniit of iOiler. AVe have had 
a long lecture on European con*ititutionH and what British constitu- 
tion has achieved, hut up till now we have not heard a single word 
aliout the charges brought against the Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen (hipta, you cannot judge until 
Mr. Thompson has finished. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: 1 would ask you, Sir, to abide by the- 
rules of bridge and not to let Mr. Sen (iupta butt in. 

Now, Sir, one country has got a stable Government without any 
trouble and that is Switzerland. It is an exception and an exception 
which proves the rule. In Switzerland the Ministry is not reapon- 
sihle to the House of Representatives, and in suggesting further step# 
of reforms to Ihe Simon Commission, the Euro{)ean Association hao 
advised that the Ministers should be appointed for the life of thn 
House, “ Ministers,^* ** Ministers.") 

TIm HoiPMi Mr. A. N. MOBERLYi On a pmni of Kr— 

(A voiob: There is no charge against Mr. Mobeiiy.) The genUe- 
man, who moved the vote of no confidence, foreshadowed that a senea 
cl dkarges — about 8 or 10 — were to be fonnulated. against the Ministers. 
So far we have only two. Are we to nadeeataiid that the ether 
eheigee will net be formulated or that they will be withibiiwnf If 
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not, I would tugfMt that the Minister* thonld not be re^idT«d to 
•ptuk until all the charges have been foithnlatbd. 

Nfi PRttlOINTs Could yon give me the exact words yon are 
referring to? 

Ttl# Mr. Aa N. MOBfALY: The member referred to the 

elites of Eugene A Company, the Nankin Re.<)taurant, Sorabji and 
MajEda and Pannalal 8haw and Vote Ranffa. He was about to refer 
to other things when you stopped him. 

Mr. PflBSIOBNT: 1 cannot and do not intend to ask the Ministers 
to reply at any particular stage. It dej)ends on them absolutely as to 
when they should reply. 

Th# Hoffblt Mr. A. N. MOBEALY: If the Ministers reply now, 
will you, Sir, allow further charges to be made by subsequent speakers? 
These charges are at present mere insinuations. 

Ml*, d. M. BEN CUATA: I have never heard of a procedure in a 
Legislative Council or in a legislative body that a {>articular memlwr 
lias to be shut out in the cour.se of a debate from bringing forward 
anything that he likes to. In this iMirticular case even after the 
Hon’ble Ministers have chosen in their sjieeches to defend themselves, 
according to the rules the mover is entitled to .si)eak and to refute 
aome of the facts sjNikeu of by the Hon’ble Ministers. Therefore I 
am at a loss to understand why he cannot bring any further charges 
of corruption, etc., even after the Hon’hle Ministers have replicsl, 

Mf. FREBIOENTs Order, Order. I think the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly 
was right in the sense that when a motion of no confidence is brought, it 
liat got to be fought out on certain specific issues. It is not irnpri)- 
tiaUe that other allegations will be made by other members. 1 think, if 
I understood the Hon’hle Member aright, his point was that if any other 
tallegution htn^ht against the Ministers after they had spoken, 
they should l)e given on opportunity to meet such av charge or charges, 
t will not have any objection if the Ministers rise to offer personal 
^explanations to meet such a situation. 

Mitlivi ABUL KASEMs SomelKHiy has said sometime back that 
a motion of no confideni'e against the Hon’ble Ministers is a haughty 
’one. I now find that these motions are brought forward on personal 
grounds and we -are now getting quarterly and six-monthly editions 
of them. Some serious charges have been brought against one of 
the Hon’ble Ministers/ I am neither in a position to, nor can I defend 
^or Support those charges, because I have no personal knbMedge 
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or txptfieiico of flMm bat wbot I i$ ibis: 

Mr. Hompsop boo mid tbot Mr. Sea OupU and others of bin porter 
have rplua^ to cat in and are therefore barred from critioifliug actual 
facta. -My wonder is that «o far aa the Swaraj Party ia t'ont'emed it 
is immateriai to them wbetber A ia in charge of Goverunieut or 
when they have nothing to do with Government. As it is, I think 
it is n^ only inimuterjal to them but absolutely no concern to them 
whether the administration under the diarchy system is good, bad^ 
indifferent or corrupt. I cannot understand why they should be no 
enthusiastic and energetic in turning out one set of Ministers and put- 
ting in another. I can understand 

Itfi d* Mt SEN GUPTA* The hon*ble member is finding difhciilty 
in keeping bis usual voice and we cannot hear what he sa»ys. 

MlMlvi ABUL KASEMs I wish 1 had my usunl voice. What I 
find to my regret is this: that certain allegations are made: if I under- 
stand aright, those serious charges ought to have been l>rought not 
indefinitely in this House, but those ]ieople who are «*ognisant of thosi^ 
charges, which I understand under the laws of the land t 4 > la* criminal 
offences, should have brought them not only before the court <»f jus- 
tice, but the attention <if His Excellency the Governor imglit to have 
Wn drawn to them. It is neither fair, nor just, nor reasonable to 
bring charges forward in this House and in a speech whi4‘h is {wivi* 
leged and for which no responsibility rests with the siienker. (hnrge» 
should be made in the proper pla<je and in a pro{a^r manner. Whether 
they are proved to be false or not the liegislutive (linmlaM' is not the 
proper pla(>e for making tbcM«e charges. I i^aunot say whether thuso 
charges are false (A voiCB; You cannot say that) or true because 1 
have no knowledge. But what 1 say is this: those |»eo)>le who arw 
(^gnisant of those facts owe it to themselves, t<» their country, to Ihftr 
Gbyemmeot and to their constituencies to refer the maUer to Big 
Excellency the Governor or to the proper cimrt of justice for necessary 
action. But instead of doing that, to bring forward a motion ol no 
coftfidence is unreasonable and unfair fip the ^mrt of the Swaraj Partjf 
and it is of no advantage to the province. 

ICilill B M n iwr Maiilvi EiCRAMUL NUQl Mr. PretidenI, Sir, ww 
haard of impeechmeni of Warren Hastingt and to-day we wiQ 
hnve the g^ fortune of hearing the Honl>le Minieteirs of the Owv- 
enupent impeached* Charges, varied in nature, have been breagH 
agauisl tbem and against the Hon'lde Minister for Eduealten ip 
partioiilar; but as has been pointed out by the Hon’ble Mn IfoEarlir 

charges were not so clear as they were expected to he end were neb 
as many aa the Houae was aseured, they wonM bp. My hon^Ue Eripni 
Ifinhiri Hmul Hnq CSbaudburi bee made tevenil alle^thmi an# apMi 
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of tbefte, as j^ou bare beard just now, was about our friead Nbaii 
Sahib Mauivi Abdus Sattar. Ma baa given bis reply. If my friend 
Mr. Cbaudburi were credibly informed of the exact nature of the 
transaction or if be had personal knowledge of the allegation be has 
made, he could have made hold to contradict Khan Sabib Abdua 
Sattar. It is quite true that my friend Mr. Nurul Huq Cbaudburi 
is taking a good deal of interest in politics. His interest, though he 
alleges it, is not as old as his life in this Council, it is much older. 
Although be has not been in this Council for a much longer time, he 
knows fully well that even at a time when he has nothing to do with 
Council and Council business, at a time when he was nothing but a 
vakil of the High Court 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. What are you driving at? 

Khan Bahadur MaiMvi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 wanted to make it 
dear that my friend has interested himself in jK)litic8 and in seating 
and unseating ministers for the last 5 years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you are not in order. You should 
not make any pei-jwinal reference to the member who moved this 
mol ion of no ( onfidence. 

Khan BMiadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 was not making any 
persoiiti allegation against my friend, I beg to point out to this 
House that aUegations of briliery and corruption have been made 
against the Hon’ble Nawah Sahib. So far as these matters are con- 
cemei!, which the member is either personally cognisant of or he 
knew tbeni, the only right })erson to say anything for or against is 
the person who is charged with them. My friend Mr. Bejoy Krishna 
Bone bus lieen pleased to enlighten the House of the fact that the 
HoB*ble Minister told him plainly that he would be able to carry the 
Priaiary Education Bill in the teeth of opposition of the other benches. 
By wiiat iiietbod^aad by what means was he going to bring that about? 
The means lias been |ioirited out to be, the means he possesses — his purse 
— ^Ki« long purse. How is it that the Hon’ble Nawab Sabib would want 
bo carry a Bill by bribing members for which every Mubamnuidan 
and every Hindu who has the interests of his country at heart will 
vote sstidly? How was that purse necessary that the Hon’ble NaWab 
Babib would think of offering it for this purpose? Weil, it is a 
uiatler known to every one in this House that there cannot be any one 
in this House, afbo is true to bis constituency, who ii true to Uie 
|i l ed ges which he haf^made to the people in the country, who will 
ewer think of opposing the passing of the Primary Edncntion Bill. 
Wo have heard it said by the members of this Honse that if Um 
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HoiAk Nftwab Saliib and tbe wb<de GoTenmiMit block iroio jto TOto 
for iiddliiig the masaee with the eatire amoaai of expraiiee for 
Pnihary Edacatioa, kaowing fully well that we would oaly be cuttiag 
oar throat 

Mr. PRESIDENT! We are not discusaiag that. You need not 
pursue the point. 

KImm Miadiir Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQs I am only referring to 
the point that has been raised about the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib*s 
bribing the Muhammadan community or rather the Muhammadan 
members of this House with regard to a measure which benefits our 
countrymen which seems absurd. It is a matter known to the public 
that there are many persons in this House who never like that a Bill 
of that nature should pass the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not following my instructions. We 
have nothing to do with that Bill at present. 

Khan Bahadur Maidvi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I {xtint out that 
from that jwrticiilar fact 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you ol>ey my ruling. Mauivi Sahiby 

Khan Bahadur MaiHvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I latw to your decision. 
My HubmisHion i*< that what matter is within the js^rsonal knowledge 
of the Iloirble Xawab Sahib he is the best })erson to explain that. If 
he hud said anything, it in for him to explain. 

5-15 p.m. 

Sir, another matter has l>een brought Wfore the House and that 
is about corrupting the by oSertiig posts of Sul)-Begi»trar» 

for their relations. S<i far as that is concemed, I am afraid my hon’ble 
friend the mover of the motion was not at all correct when he said 
that in some ap|K)intments which were in the bands of the Hon'lde 
Nawab Sahib be nominated persons who were not matriculates. Ro far 
as my personal knowledge ab<»ut the case goes, the Nawab Sahib did 
not push forward any of the coiididates and none of the candidates, 
as is alleged by Mr. Nurul Huc| (’haudhuri were less than mutriculates-**- 
and some of them read up to the I.A. standard. The mover was tbcre- 
lore wrong to reft^r to this particular matter. Further, Sir, in matters 
of appointment like this high university degrees of tbe candidates is 
not tbe only thing that has to te considered. Instances are not rare 
when not iim Ooremment ol the Ministers but the OoTemment of thn 
MxecntiTe Conncillors hartf giren appotatmenis to those whcmi they 
thought fit in the performance of thi^ public duties but who did ndt 
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liigk educfttiaiml qiMlificatwna, TWre «iw ptmw* t|» In' 
t^r puUie ierTice* in tite coiuiti? bave creatnd a clai«» iot (son^ 
•ideration of thoae whc are at tbe kwlm of affairs and it is vodovbtedly 
the duty of Oovemmeiil to look to such claims. If tbe Navab 
was not able to provide his brother’s son though he was qualified, that 
shows the good sense be possesses. 


AlUL KAtEMi It is now 6-18 p.m.. Sir, and there is not 
much time left. The debate may be continued next day and thes 
Otmnru may be adjourned now. 

fi****®***^‘ '‘♦♦‘■ntion to that when we> 

reach 5-30 p.m. (Laug’hter.) 

Tht Ntmdi MtfSHARRUF HMAIN, Khan BahaAir: Sir. 

a written speech has Wn read over to us by Mr. Nurul Huq Cbatidhuii 
and I that in that speech he has referred to some actiona of mine^ 
as a MinisW. He has referred first of all to certain t»ses relating to- 
the Excise Deiwrtment. The first cose he has referml to is the case- 
of one I annolal Shnha of Bow Batar Street. Sir, this I’annalal died 

# 1 ^'" I *^1,’'^ *■ A day or two 

after tha that very shop was settled by some body in Calcutta who might 

have had some connection in the Excise DepoHraent. It was consi- 
<ler^ to be a very hasty action of the Collector of Excise and as soon 
as the matter came up to the notii-e of the Excise Commissioner ho 
set aside the order of the Colleitor and gave three months’ time to 
the heirs of Pannalal to wind up that business. AH this was d. no 
by the Department when the Minister was in Durjerfing. Then tho 
matter came befo^ me on an appeal and the usual procedure in an 

nSSrJi-.™? r‘* ' ■** "* ®® '* <« tbfr 

llepartment for inquiry aud report. Generally the Excise Commis, 

aioner sul«it« the re^irt, the Secretary writes hi. note on it and then 
Minister for decision. In this verv particular case 
i®* *‘^®"*'»**f """ Secretary noted that' the shop cannot 

U setHed permanetTfly with the heir, of late Pannidal. The^ncinlo 
involved IS wherter excise shops are beritaUe. Pannalal got 

^licence this shop through public anctmu, being the highest 
and the licence was continued under the new system. H^fwa* 
nrt ohtmn by ^vemment for any special reason except that he wan 
tJ» higWt bidder and he wna allowed to retain it ne long a« he wee 
nU^. ^vernment and the Exdae Depnrtment all along have held 
t^t M lioen^ e^ld be given to the heir of a lieeneeLuee after 
i^^th and It iiwuld not be peimaaentiy eettled with any body. 
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idjH INWHIIIIHITt y<wi 1 miv^ noiluiigf to do witii l^enaait^iitp 
Settl^nt, Nawnb Sahib. Pkate leave that alone. 


Vm Miplrtt NtMuril MVtNAIIRUf NOMtN, Kim laliadiirt I 

bow t« your ruling. Sir. I think no body in this House can think of 
penaanently settled shops being granted to be enjoyed from genera* 
tion and to generation and no Government can adopt a principle like 
ihat. My friends have been insinuating that tie Minister has done 
wrong in this case; I say that they are wrong when they say so. It 
is wrong to say that shops should not be disposed of in ac 4 .'ordancie with 
the principle I have just explained. 

Next comes the rwie of Nankin Hestauruiit. I know the case and 
I can tell the House whenever I dispose of n <*nse I can remember It, 
ahbimgh 8 or 10 oases may be dis]>osed of in the course of a day. 
This case was before the Government. It aeiit as far as T know to 
the Reserved side of Government and they also agreed that this licence- 
should be granted and then it came to the Sei retary of the Department. 
The Seiretarv also said that the licence should be granteil and then 
on the recommendation of the Secretary I simply signed my name. 
There is a imoeihire to lie followed. (A yoke: I see hi>w things are 
done). My biHi'ble friend over there says that he sees how thingir 
are done. Well, he will see when he comes to office and not before 
that. That is the pnaedurc. Gf course 1 must say that if the Minis* 
ter disagrees with the Kecretary or the Deportment he must go to the- 
Governor for reversing their decision. 8o there is Hi>me difficulty 
there. I am |M)inting out to you the difficulties of a Minister in dis* 
posing of matters. He is practically bound hand and fcwt in the 
disposal of matters. If he li.stens to his Secretary it is all right, but 
if he does not listen to his Secretarv* he will have to go to his Chief 
for its approval. But in many rum*s we go to our Chief and we ge^ 
his approval, and seldom and in not many cases his reversal has bi^iv 
denied to us. That much I can say to the credit of His Exi'ellency. 
So the poor Minister simply initials 


Ilf* Am 0« BANKMBCs On a point of information. Sir. May T 
atk the Hon*b]e Minister 


Mr* BRiilOiNTs 1 do not allow yon to ask any question at thi# 
stage, 

Tlia Ha^ IImm* MUtNAIIliyF MOMIN, KIhm MMMtart I 

crave your indulgence because 1 am here not as an accused in the dock 
but an accused who has to defend himsdl and there are no pleadem 
to speah fmr me* So there is the difficulty. 
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In tkn next cnee aleo my friend said tliat so end to pleader waa 
ikere wken ike case was disposed of. It is all nmisenae. 

I can say tkat if you pass any judgment you must kare facts 
and materials over wkick you can pass an opinion. Unless tke facts 
and materials in a case are sufficient to warrant an interference tkat 
you draw you will be hooted by* anybody and everybody and it will go 
on like that. So when a case is disposed of the facts and materials 
are properly considered and then some conclusions are arrived at and 
then the decision is given. 

Next comes the case of Eugene d Co. So far as that is concerned 
1 know that the shop was in existence for 70 years. The licensing 
board, without giving any reasons whatever, apparently without any 
reason, asked that man to go to the street and cancelled his licence. 
The matter came to the notice of Government. It came first of all 
to the Commissioner and then to the notice of the Secretary. Both 
cf them said that a wrong has been done. Some of my friends of 
course ap])eared in that case. I see my friend sitting in that comer 
who is the man who ap{>eared on that date — I mean, the gentleman 

W'ho is accusing me fmm that quarter there. 1 think he can say 

whether I was right or wrong in disposing of that case in that way. 

Next comes the case of Dinshaw & Sorabjee vs. Masda. I say for 
myself that he wanted a feeder at a very high price 

Mr. iYiO MO. ATIQULLAH: On a point of order, Sir. It 

is now 5-10 and I submit the Council should now be adjourned in 

order to enable the Muhammadan members to break their fast. 

((Vies of “ Adjourn from some Muhammadan members.) 

Mr. PmtlDENT. I take it that the Moslem members are not 
willing to continue the sitting and I therefore adjourn the ('ouncil 
<0 2nM) p.m. to-mormw. 


AdlMimiiitiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Thursday, the 
21si February, 1920, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



II 


01 


0f Hit tiiipi Ugiiiitivi O tii n o M MMMMii Miiir m 
imvisiMii •! Hit Co fum m mt •! liMHa ML 

The Couucil met ia the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 21fit February, 1929, at 2-30 p.m. 


PriMiit: 

The Hou'ble the President (the Hon’ble Haja Makmatiu Nath 
Ray Chaudhuiu, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hou'ble Memben 
of the Executive Council, the two Hou’ble Ministers, and 122 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 

Discussion on motions of no confidence in Ministers was then 
resumed. 

The Hoffi’blo Nawab MUSHARRUP HOSAIN, Khan Bahaduri 

Sir, I was in the midst of my spenh when the House was adjourned 
yesterday. I was then sf>eakiiifr almut the ease of Dinshaw A Sorahji 
rerttuf Maxda & (’om]mny. So far as the disposal of that case is 
concerned, I need not jfive any explanation. The case was dis|)osed 
of in the usual way after hearinjr counsel on both sides. Mr. Lanjjrford 
James appeared for Dinshaw A iS«»rabji while another counsel apjwar- 
ed for Maz<la A Company. The case was disposed of on the principle 
that shops should l»e centralized in one place, that is in Lindsay 
Street. The fdcensinjj Hoard, which is now defunct, a<’cepted the 
policy that instead of haviu|r shops s<’.attered all over Calcutta, it 
would be better if they could l)e eeiitrnlised in one place si» that con- 
sumption inif^ht be mluced. That principle was accepted by the 
Department, by the Hou’ble Mr. Molierly, and by myself. 

Mr. dOCfiH CHANDRA CUPTAs On a ]>oiut of information, 
Nir. AVus there a decision of the Lic'ensinx Board 

Mr. PRCflOiNT: (frder, order. Let the Hon’ble Minister 
proceed. 

Hit NiMH MUSHARRUP HOSAIN. Klitii MmShti 

Alter cousoltittg all the authorities on the point, 1 acf»epted that 
principle and decided the case in favour of Dinshaw A Sorabji. Thm 
is one fact in connection with this caae which is vary intereatiaf, 
namely, that there were several objectors in the case, and all tim 
nhijeotoni, one, withdrew their ohjectioai. But this is heMdee 
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the point. The point that hia been raised by Mr. Nnml Hii<| 
Ohnudhiiri Wf« in opnn^tion with a coun^ni. He says tiM muler 
my instiuHious M^fda 4 C<a&pap>* wanted to ellgf^se a particular 
counsel. 1 can tell the House that I nerer knew who Maida was^ 

nor had I seen his lace ever in my life except on the only occasion 

when he appeared before me in open court in the presence of other 
people. So far as the parties in a case are concerned, Sir, it ha» 

Wen my jwlicy never to allow any party to appear before me except 

through their pleader or counsel. So, the allegation that 1 asked 
some jyarty, namely, Mazda & Company, to appoint some particular 
counsel in order that the latter mi^ht be paid extravaf^^nt fees, does 
not hold water. All 1 can say in this connection is that Mr. J. C. 
Uupta once called me up on the ’phone and asked for some time 
Win^ irranted to Mazda A Company. I told bim that the only way 
that this could he jrranted was by appearinfr before me in court and 
puttiiiff in a petition asking' for time on behalf of his clients, and 
that if I sow sufficient reason, I would grant the time prayed for. 
If that was not possible, the alternative was for both parties to 
(Hinsent to a p(>st|K>nement. Instead of doing that, he just sent an 
ordinary letter addressed to the Minister in charge of the Excise 
Department, asking for time. I refvised the request, as I did not 
think the letter was in order. Anyone wonting time should come 
through the proper channel. Then, Sir, in that case both the parties 
apjHwred through their counsel, and the case was de<dded on its 
merits and in strict accordance with the principles and policy of tbe 
Excise Department. 1 again absolutely repudiate the statement that 
has Wn made in this Council that I asked any particular party to 
appoint any particular counsel. 

Then as regards Eugene Sl Company's case, as far as I remember, 
tbe case came up Wfore me on appeal, and Mr. Sabeed Huhrawardy 
appeared before me on behalf of Eugene k Company. 1 cannot even 
now undei'stand how 1 favoured either Eugene k Company or tbe 
counsel uppsoring for them, when the latter belongs to the opposition 
qimp» and, 1 bidieve, will vote against me. 

Mr. Nurul Huq Chaiidhiiri has characterised certain appointments 
in the Registration Department as acts of jobbery. Anybody who 
knows anything about self*govemment must know that every Govern- 
ment has two parts, viz., tbe Executive and the Legislature. In 
countries other than England, the Executive Government is carried 
pa imrtly by permanant ofilcials and partly by temporary officials. 
In tbe Cnited Statee, in tbe beginning, all Government officers, even 
np to the jieon, need to be replaced with a change in Qovaniment^ 
nnd recruited from the ^rty tonuing and carrying on the Skeentivn 
Gpremment. There has been aome change in thie attilnde qattg 
Hgently, but even now hmuw than 70 per cent. ol the officers ooma 
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M# go witli fhe Mittiatry. In Awtralia. ako, tha oflictak naad to 
ehUtia with a change in the Miaktiry, and all oIBciak are annoiated 
fnift til# patty gdireniiii^ tli# country. 

S#if.government, if you want to have it, will be party government. 
You cannot dream of permanent official, appointed from outaide and 
carrying on the administration, if you want to have real aelf-govem- 
m^t. If the jieople form a government and make their own con- 
stitution, they will, undoubtedly, in the beginning, allow the party 
ruling the country to consolidate their position, and try to have all 
officers changed with a change in the Ministry\ This may be unthink- 
able to U8, because we have never known what real self-government is. 
You say that the three insignificant appointments of Sub- Registrars, 
given to relatives, etc., of the members of the party which is ruling 
the Ti-ansferred side, is an act of jobWry. If that is so, what do 
you think of the i>eople of the United States and Australia and other 
countries^ To mention the small with the great, what have the 
Swaraj party themselves l)een doing in the Calcutta Corporation quite 
recently? What qualifications does Babu Suilapati Chatterji, the 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, possess, besides that he is a memW 
of n certain party, to entitle him to get an appointment in the city 
of Calcutta? What spetial qualifications does Khan Sahib Haji 
Abdur Rashid, the Second Deputy Chief Executive Officer, |»ossess, 
which entitles him to hold his post? 

1 do not like to mention other minor persons who were appointed 
by the Swai*aj party while they were ruling the Municipality of 
Calcutta. 

Sir, you have known the rules regulating the appointment of Sub- 
Registrars, since the very creation of these posts. Up to now. Govern- 
ment have kept the power of appointing a few officers as s{)ecial 
eases. All my predecessors, either as Ministers or as Members of 
Government, have exercised their right of nominating persons under 
that rule. What have I done, specially, to merit the criticism that 
has been levelled against me in this House? 

Mr. Xurul Huq Chaudhnri had to admit that in disposing of this 
patronage, the Minister did not give an appointment to his own 
nephew who was a candidate. Is this not a sufficient explanatten 
for the appointments that have been made by me in the Ee^traiion 
Department ? 

In conclusion, I want to say that if you want to have self-|fovertt- 
ment and if you want to have a resfxmsible Ministry, self-govern- 
ment must be real in the seniw that the party which rules must have 
its representative in office to cariy' out its policy. That is real self- 
govemmeiit. You cannot think of an enemy and diiiurb hfan Ik the 
country, white you hold the power of government in the ITeutful 
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Execniire, If yon do not want §oli-govemmmi, and 

only can you think of all appointments being made by eonie ontside 
authority, and from among all classes of people without any regard 
for the political opinion that the candidate holds. Unfortunately,, 
this picture of self*goTemment cannot be realised by us because we 
do not know w hat real self-government is. 

Now, Sir, I want to say just a few w'ords in reply to the charge 
of alleged briber>' and corruption against me. 

Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri has said that the Ministry is respon- 
sible for laying money to some members of this House for securing 
their votes. Mr. Nurul Huq Ohaudhuri has c(»me into piditics just 
recently. Whot I fear is that he has been made a tool by some design- 
ing fjersous. I »m further informed that the speech that he wrote 
for this occasion was tom up bj' someone who deputed the Chief Whip 
of the Swanij party to write out another sjieech for him. Hear,*" 
'"bear’*). Mr. Nurul Huq Ohaudhuri has not given any sj>eci£ic 
instance which can be replied to. He has levelled a general charge 
of corruption, but can any general charge W made out without the 
personal knowledge of the accuser? His si»eerh is there, and I 
decline t(^ answer his vague allegations. 

Some further vague allegations about corrupt imi have been made 
by different |>eople. Sir, I would emphatically repudiate all such 
allegations, and 1 should like to place some facts which, 1 hope, would 
find corroboration even from the leader of Indh the groups of the 
opposition. Sir. I was the dejmty leader of the Bengal Moslem Party 
of which Sir Abd-ur-Hahim wa« the leader. I was ap|s>inted by His 
Excellency as a Minister on the recommendation of tbe very |iarty 
which was loyal to me (“ hear,’* “ hear*”) till 5 or 6 days before 
the no confidence motion was moved. The most lamentable incident 
that broke up the imrty is known to you all. It is useless for me to 
narrate the circumstances. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Mr. Naliui- 
ranjan Barker (A voice; ” l^*esent, Sir*’) and others were present 
when that IsnMiEtable incident occurred. I do not want to exhaust the 
patience of the Bouse by narrating all the events of the case, but 
would put a lew questions to those gentlemen who were preeent when 
Ike incident took place. Is it not a fact that Sir Abd-ur-Bahim in a 
it of temper turned out from under the roof of his house some of 
the most respectable Muhammadan Oouncillors and insulted them? 
(Laughter). I do not like to give the names of the people who were 
turned out. Are they not among the most iniluentia] pubtic men of 
Bengal? ^ 

Mr. 4. M. UN OltrTAi On a point oi order. Sir. Aie we die- 
cussing a motion of no cmiidence in Sir Abd-ur-Bakim ? 



VU^ NO OONFIDEM(S MOnONB. U 

|||p ratfiOiNTt Mr. Sen €hipte» 1 mu iiol iurd if 
Min^^r's remarks are quite relevaut, but 1 must wait and see wbat 
coiM^Woiis he is able to draw from what he has said. 

nm Htn’Mt Hmnb MUiHAIIIIUF HOMIN, Ktian MiiAiri 1 

shall draw my couclusions presently. It is inconceivable that a 
Minister havings a party of just 15 members from a large Muslim 
party, almost all of whom were insulted by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, would 
make a common cause with others for the stability of the MiRistr>^ 
and for upholding the dignity and jiosition of the gentlemen who were 
insulted by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim ! Is this not a sufficient incentive lor 
gentlemen of this House to combine P Vague allegutions may come 
from Sir Abd-ur-Rahim and bis party, but the very same allegations 
of corruption were made against Sir Abdelkerim Ghuxnavi in Maroh, 
1927. when his Ministry was attacked. Is it not the same kind of 
attack as we have a^hen any motion of no confidence is launched in 
this House? Did not Sir Abd*ur-Rahim. in that memoraUe speech cf 
his. say in this Council, when attacking Mr. Ghusnavi: “You* 
Mr. Ghusnavi, may have a few hired votes, but that will not do“f 
Sir, this sort of insinuation is not uncommon when a party is not sure 
that they would win on their motion. The weak man has got thg 
temptation of calling names. Sir Abd-ur-Rcihim and his party waft 
to throw mud at me. This is quite natural, I know that here they 
are privileged people 

Sir A10»UR«RAHIMS Sir, 1 cannot follow the Hon^ble MimsierV 
speech. He said something about me, but I cannot follow him. 

me Hen’blt NmvMi MUSHARRUF HMAIN, Khm MiMhart I 

know. Sir. that if they spoke any such thing outside this House. I 
could have got relief in the law courts, but as privileged persons iu 
this House I cannot proceed against them. 

Mr. FRitIDfNTi Nawab Sahib, your tame is up. 

mg Hifi^ NmmR MUMARRUF HOtAIN, Kliiii iaMiiri Sir, 
1 submit that since the impeachmmit ol Wamm Hastings lasted for 
about 6 mouths, you should have some patience if I take a little more 
time, and if my impeachment lasts ior a little while longer now. 
(Laughter). In ihort. I should like to have a lew minutes more to 
inidi my speech. 

Mr. FMSIDtilTt Hawab Sahib. 1 am alrutd you are dmag me 
a gieat mjusttce. I have «uou|h patience in store to bear you aid 
you l^ve my iisnBMSMim to finish your igaamA. 
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Mr. MCIW OMANDRA OtlPTAl Sir, auqr 1 liM.fo » piiKt of 
4 )rd»rf Warren Haetings i§ sitting (pointing to tke portrait of Wtolitt 
Hastings in the Cimndl Chamber) there and listening to the impeach- 
ment of to-day. 

mo HaiinMt Hmm MUtHAimUF HOMIN, Khan tihatfiirs 

•Coming now to Mr. Atiqullah, he was a member of Sir Abdelkerim 
Ohnrnari’s party when Sir Abd-ur-Rahim described him as one of the 
few hired voters. I do not like to insinuate that he was actually so, 
hut con I ask Sir Abd-ur-R^ihim, his present leader, as to why he 
made such a remark against the supporters of Sir Abdelkerim Ghu«- 
novi? Mr. Atiqnllah says that I handed over to him some currency 
notes when he helpe<l to overthrow the Ghurnavi Ministry'. Is not 
that an abominable lie? Can any gentleman oceujiying the jxwitiun 
of a member of this Council tell a worse falsehood than this? Was 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain a Minister when the GhuiEnuvi Ministry wan 
attacked? May I inquire of Mr. Atiqullah what led him to nominate 
Kawab Musharruf Hosain for the Ministership when the matter was 
discussed in the party? May I inquire why such a {>erson got a nomi- 
nation from such res|)ectable people as are now luc using him of vile 
^Hrimes? Sir, an explanation from the members concerned is necessary 
Ufore I can account for their selecting me as their representative on 
thr Ministry. 

Mr. Atiqullah went against me in the no confidence motion in 
Maix^h last, and this February he has stated that 1 am a corrupt 
person. May T ask hnii what it is that stood in the way of his not 
challenging my character last time when he voted against me? He 
wants to say that I attempted to give him a bribe before 1 accepted 
the Ministry, May I ask him why this charge of corruption was not 
brought against me at the time the last no confidence motion a-as 
moved against me? I appeal to my friends here to consider all these 
facts be^re they i>ass a judgment on me. If the allegations of 
Mr. Atiqullah are true, what was the reason for concealing them when 
a no confidmsi motion was moved against me, though he himself 
went against me at the time. 

May 1 have the privilege of informing the House the reason for 
his defection? He was a candidate for Assessorship of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. (“ Hear,*^ hear *’). He pressed me hard to 
recommend him to my late colleague the Hon'hle Sir P. C, Mitter. 
This oflBice was at that time occupied by Mr, D, C, Ghose, Is it not 
a fact that he came to see me several times for this favour? Is it not 
a fact that when I told him in plain language that I could not sup* 
port him, as I did i|et consider him to W the right penmn, and as, 
apart from all other qualifications, he was not a Calcutta toan, 
Mr. Atiqullah was infuriated and told me to niy face : When 1 
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wtiMd Iktt ^voiir limn Mr* GSmsnan Iw tnlnted H i 4 » nii^ nnd tniir 
tk^P wnnt it tnm ymi, you also rafiiis it to ma* I will tty to 
mr^ijktow ^ your Ministry as I kelpad in ovartlirowin(t tkt Gkuinati 
Mini|tty I would ask the House to consider whether it would have 
been fight for me to leoommend him for the aj>pointmentP (A Void: 

He did not want it.'*) I now leave the House to judge betwemi 
him nnd me. Will the House support what is nothing more or less 
than blackmailing P 

Let us now turn to Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri. Is it not a fact 
that he heggtd me to go to the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly in order to 
reocHoimend him for the Assistant Government IPleadership of the 
High Court? Is it not a fact that he wanted to be a member ef tbe 
Licensing Board? Is it not a fact that he wanted the transfer of 
•ome poor Sub-Registrars for political reasons? Is it not true that 
the fact that the poor Minister could not comply with his unieason- 
able requests alienated him from the former? I now leave the House 
to dispose of this gentleman and expres.s its opinion on his infamous 
conduct. 

Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose has given to this House his story (Babu 
Bejoy Keishna Bose: ‘‘What! a story? *’) And he has solemnly 
informed this House that I told him that I had 23 members of tU| 
Council in my juiy. Can there be a m’orse lie than this 

BMni bejoy KllliHNA BOSE I It is absolutely true. 


Dfa BIDHAN OHANORA ROYS (hi a point of order, Sir. Can 
any member use in this (/haniber the language which the Hon’ble 
Minister has used? 


Mr« PREBIOENTs Nawab Sahib^ I am afraid I mutt point out to 
you that the expression to which exception has been taken is not a 
Parliamentary one. It is desirable that you should withdraw it. 

Tlw Nmnil MUBMARRUF HOBAIN, KWm Mmimt 

I obey your ruling, Sir, and I withdraw it. 

I know he is a member of a party whose principle is “ nothing 
is too menn to gain the mid," and haring dubsoribed to this oteej 
he is capaUe of saying anything he likes. He has aecnstd me of say* 
ing that bribery would be neeestary for piloting the Bengal Ffininry 
Mdneatioii Bill through the Council. Is it not an intuit to ihs 
Muhammadan oommnatty, and specially to the MnhnmiiUMfaui 
OoneiHom, to say that Omy leguiie smae iaoeatave ler paestng this 
m ea sn ie ii^ law? I ask, is it not an insult to their ecmunonsenief 
Is not Mm Bill itaell suMeiently tmnpttog to the memhefs el this 
Sense, and to the oonnSvy at Am aot Rm pmiMMi if Hn 
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I Oik Agaiii, IB it mot am imaiilt to ike meiskerfl m a wkoioy aad )iot 
tlio Mukaminadan members alcmei^ Baba Bej<^ Kiisbma Boea tbimka 
tbat by questionable means be can help bis party, -bat it is ksiOini 
to all tbat be is not in tbe inner circle of bis party and is bated by 
all members of it. Sir, 1 have attempted briefly to reply to tbe varioiia 
allegations tbat bave been lerelled against me. Tbe facts wbicb 1 
bave placed before this Hoase will enable it to ondersiaBd tbat a 
Minister, however good and cautious a man be might be, cannot 
escape attacks like this. 

Even if the present Ministiy^ goes, not through my fault, what will 
be the result. Some other Ministry will be formed and 1 think the 
very same thing will be said against it. Only two or three speeches 
were made yesterday and the material points raised in them have been 
replied to. 1 am before the judges because after all it is an indict- 
ment — ^it is an impeachment — and I hope, Sir, you will kindly give 
me the privilege of replying to any other charges that may be made 
against me in this Council by other members. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You bave no right of reply but as I bave 
flraady said, you could always rise on a ]>oint of pers(mal explanation 
or even speak twice with my permission. 

Sriwlvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a point of information. 
The Hon^ble Minister has made certain statements regarding me. 
May I ask him through you to tell me when I had approached him. 

Mr. PREEIDENTt Kot at this stage. 

Mr. dOCEEH CHANDRA GUPTA S The Hon'ble Minister has made 
a reference about me in connection with the Masda case. 1 am very 
glad that he has given me the opportunity which 1 wanted to tell the 
House as to what actually occurred with regard to that case. Masda 
and Dinsbl^w Sorabji were parties in regard to an application for a 
transfer of lidiiiAii: pr renewal of licence or granting of licence or what- 
ever that may be, to IHnshaw Sorabji who were trying to remove to 
Lindsay Street. I understand tbat there was a decision of the 
Idoensing Board — some members of which are present here and I hope 
they will correct me if I am wrong— -that there ought to be only a 
osrtain number of shops in Lindsay Street and not more. In aoomd- 
anoe with tbat deoisicm 

TIM Nmi’M |ImmE MUtHARRUP MMAIN, KImh MMet 

On a point of penmn^ju^ldanaticui. 

Mr. nUMOINTi K«t at tlm p i e—a. 
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of ^ lioeasing Board, the Excise Conmussioiier x^ted die appl^ 
tioH 'i(i Messrs. Btnsliaw Sorabji and this matter went up on sfqpeal 
to ihb Hon’ble Minister. I will not for a moment contend heie that 
Ihnshaw Sorabji s apjdioation was not correct on its merits or that 
Masda’s objections were not correct on their merits, but the 
facts are that there was the decision of the Licensing Board, and the 
facts remain that four or five such previous ap^dications for that shop 
to which Messrs. Dinshaw Sorabji wanted to remove themselves were 
reject^ beforehand. I have the authority of the members of the 
Council who were members of the Licensing Board when I say so 
this information is only derived from them. What happened is thie. 
I found Mr. Masda come up to my house oneway with a counsel who 
is a friend of mine and an advocate to engage me on behalf erf 
Mr. Mazda to i^pear before the Hon'ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain. 

I at once told them ** Well I did not know that a counsel as a matter 
of right is entitled to appear;’* because I have this again on the 
anihoritr of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali ChaudbuH 
that during the three years when he was in charge of Excise there waa 
not a single appearance of lawyers before him, and be used to disjiose 
of these questions on the notes given by his Secretary and the depart* 
inent. I told Mr. Mazda and the two friends who came up with him that 
I did not think that I would be of any service to them, esf»ecially as I 
belonged to the opposite camp: so if they wanted to infiuenca tba 
Minister they had come to the wrong {dace. They replied ** Wa know 
that if you ap])ear, and we have reasons to believe, that there will be 
good results.’* I told them that their reasons were not well founded. 

I disposed of them in that way and they went away. Then I went 
to the High Court and I had a |dione message from Mr. Mazda and 
he came there and told me that another member — who I may tell yon 
is a ministerialist— of the Legislative Council, bad since been to see 
him at his shop and told him that if he could secure my service some* 
thing would be done in this ense. I at once sent for my friend tbo 
advocate and the other counsel and told them ** Now you can see thli 
my suspicions were not unfounded, that there was some reason for 
Mazda’s insisting on my appearing Wore the Minister and asking mo 
to name my fee.” 

One thing I have forgotten to mention when they were imfNMrtoh 
note, I advised them to ensure the appearance of the advocate pro- 
vionsly engaged by them — a fnend of mine-— who would be able to 
fopreeent them better and who was abler than myself, and as that 
advocate was away from Qsleutta I agreed to phone up to tb# 
Minister to allow time lor the advocate to appear before him m Ih# 
eaee. I phoned up the Mmister. (Mr. Thompson Is here pmeent and 
he mighl explain by what armnfeiiieni the Nawab Saldb folp 
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a lease ol 15 or 20 minutes of umnterrupied communication on the 
phone.) It is 1 think a breach of the rule of the Telephone Corpora- 
tion — ^Be brief — though we all know that a number of rules are 
olaierved more in breach than in their observance. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: On a point of explanation. The tele- 
phone which is used by the Nawub Sahib is a Regent telajdione run by 
Government and not by the Telephone Corporation. 

Mr. flOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 am ver>' much thankful to 
Mr. ThomiMoii for this iufoiiuation and I understand now the reason 
why Nuwub Sahib gets such a long uninterrupted communication. 
If I ever possess a Regent telephone I will exercise that iwivilege, 
at firesent before we have a talk for 2 or 3 minutes over the phone, 
we hear a nice voice saying ** Have you finished.'^ 

I ]>honed to the Hon*ble Nawub Mushurruf Jlosuin asking for time 
and he told me “ Why don’t you ap|>ear? You appear before High 
('ourt Judges — we are not ]xtriahs — you can very well appear liefore 
me.” I may tell the House that I had those 3 gentlemen sitting 
round the table with me at that time. 1 told him ” Yes I am aceus- 
tomod to apfiear before High Court Judges but I tremble to ui>pear 
before a Minister with all his liveried chaprasis in the Writers’ 
Buildings,” and I Wgged to lie excused for not appearing. Of 
course there was again an insistence aliout it. Sir, I told Mr. Masda 
before I phoned that I was very busy and if I went to the phone I 
would not he released from the phone liefore 15 or 20 minutes as 
that was luy previous experience with Nawah Sabih. Sir, let me revert, 
to the conversation at the High Court Bar Library with Mr. Maxda 
and his lawyers. Mr. Maxdu said ” It you ai^iear there will be some 
good result; we will pay you a higher fee.” As already mentioned. 
I sent for my friends and told them that as a session of the Council 
was coming on soon and a no coiitiden<*e motion is talked of I will not 
appear under any cin^umstauces. 1 sent away Mr. Maxdu and his 
Manager Mr. Aiaxander and thought 1 had the last word with them. 
But when I was enjoying a Bar Library dinner in honour of 
the Advoi'ate General on the 1st February at Peliti's there was again 
a pbone message and before 1 Hnisbed my dinner (1 have a genuine 
grievance that 1 could not take the last two courses), a card was sent 
up by Mr. Maada and my friend the counsel who went there with ike 
advocate. I may tell the House that both these lawyer friends are 
Muhammadans. They said “ We went to your house and heard that 
you were going )xway in connection with a case to Midm^raee. Yo« 
cannot go as you will have to appear in our case to-morrow. PlaaM 
name any fee and we will pay it.” I told them *' I do not know 
who ts sending you again and again to me. Ton ought to save this 
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mon^ and save me the trouble of appearing in thie caae.'' Saying 
this 1 went to the Howrah Station and the client and my lawyer 
friends followed me there and did not leave me until the Bengal 
Nag|»itr Kailway train actually steamed off. That is the story of 
Maada« I am surprised that the Hon^ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain 
says that I phoned up to him to appear. 

I have heard yet another account before and I will tell you that. 
As Nawab s ill luck would have it not knowing that the two lawyer 
friends wei*e present when 1 was refusing this insistent demands of my 
client and also when I refused on the phone to appear liefore the 
Minister, when one of these two lawyer friends went to the .Minister 
with an application of Mr, Masda praying for time the Minister said 
“ Why do you ask for time? Mr. J. C. (liipta wants to appear 
before me in the case.” The gentlemen who knew the truth came 
and told me what he thought of the Minister’s truthfulness. That 
is not all: I will give you another fact to test the absolute truthful- 
ness of the Hon’hle Nawah Musharruf ITosain. AVhen the case was 
actually tiiken up for argument Mr. Langford dames was there and 
Magda’s counsel was there to ask for time. Kven at that time Nawah 
Sahib asked Mr. Alexander, Manager of Mr. Maxdn, “ How is it that 
Mr. J. r. Gupta is not here.” T now leave it to the memliers of tha 
House to make the legitimate inference from all the facts which T 
have stated. I find one of the gentlemen I mean the advts’ate who 
went to me is present here. 

The next thing that T want to give information about i« this; with 
regard to the Nankin Restaurant Khan Sahib .\lMhis Sattor sumhI up 
to say “ Yes. I was engaged in the case. 1 diil go up to Darjeeling* 
but the fee was not the amount that was mentioned.” He had no talk 
with Minister hut he had a talk with Mr. Reid his Secretary, I am 
in a position to throw s<»me light on the matter. The proprietor of 
the Nankin Restaurant hap^reiis to W a P. W. 1). <ontni< *oi’ and is 
very well known for his iron works. When 1 constructed a house I 
bad placed orders with the proprietor of this restaurant, a (’hinaman* 
and during that time he mentioned to me that he had troiihlc about a 
licence. He had fitted up a very nice building* I do not know if any 
of ike members of this House has had occasion to go to this (.'hineae 
restaurant which is one of the cleanest and best fitted restaurants in 
the riiiti'i town and well worth a visit. 

3-16 p.m. 

How, Sir* I was not very much interested — I am not as yet interest- 
edL-in drinks* but when that Chinaman delivered his goods to my 
pinee he said that he was incurnng loss on account of want of a lti|iior 
HeoKne and that his customers were complaining of indigestion evmi 
thou^ guod'leods mere supplied for want of drink. I said all fight. 
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go alieod and try lor it. He also mentioned the names of sevend 
reepeetable gentlemen who took interest in him. I also took inteieet 
in him. Then, he came one day and said that the Licensing Board 
had recommended his case, but the Commissioner of Police had raised 
certain objections on the score of want of sufficient traffic facilities. 
I told him, well, you might do one thing: agree to pay for the police 
charges and better agree to take off your boundary wall in order to 
make room for parking. Sir, I will try to give what he told me a few 
days afterwards in his own language, as far as possible. I have 
according to your advice agreed to pay all those expenses, but, Sir, 
one gentleman, one Chittagong M.L.O., he be a friend of the Minister, 
he be says he can save ail expenses of police, etc., and get immediate 
orders from Minister.*^ He at the same time said that the Govern- 
ment Deimriments wore considering whether they should give effect 
to the recommendations of the Licensing Board. I said I could not 
understund who the Chittagong M.L.C. was. He said he was a gen- 
ilemun with a small beard. I wa.s l)ewildered as both my friends 
from (/hiitagoug — Khan Bahadur Maqbul Husain and Khan Sahib 
Abdus Sattar — have got small beards on their chins. He said “ he 
W stjiying with the Minister.’^ Now, Sir, Khan Sahib Abdus Sattar 
said that it was o lie that the Minister knew anything about the case. 
1 have given the House some farts alx>ut the case and the House can 
draw any inference it likes from them. As the bell has gone I must 
re.suine iny seat. 

BibuiAOHINDRA NARAYAN tANYAL: Sir. 1 rise to make a 
few observations in oi’der to make the jiosition of the Union party 
lierfectly clear on the censure motion. I do not want to go into the 
technical question whether diarchy is workable or not. But I am 
of ojHnion that even if diarchy be properly workable — suitable persons 
should be at the holm of affairs and not ever-shifting hands. I use 
the term projwrly advisedly because if we have Ministers entrusted 
with powers who do not command the confidence of the elected repre- 
sentatives of this House, i.e., the real siK)kesmen of the tax-payers — 
and who are ooaftaut-changing factors the departments administered 
by them cannot be efficiently managed. I must at the outset make 
h also (dear that there is no })ersonal quarrel with any of the Minis- 
ters with our party and no sort of ])erHoual grudge has actuated us 
to supiiort this motion. I take this opportunity of affirming once again 
that I am on most cordial terms with both the Ministers. The chief 
reason why we are going to lend our sup[)ort to this motion is that 
we take strong objection to the public conduct of the Hon^Ue Raja 
Bahadur of Naahipur and it is on this ground we hold that he should 
not continue to he in charge ol a reepoosiUe office. For elucidatioft 
of this point I crave the Indulgence of this House to cwnry their jneancHry 
a little further hack. On the 25ih August, 1927, as you are all aware* 
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this Souse passed a no oonfidence motion on the Chakmvarti-GhumaTi 
Ministry. At the time of voting the Hon’ble Rajs Bahadur sat on the 
fraoe-^he supported Mr. Ghusnavi but remained neutral when the 
moticm against Mr. Ohakravarti came up. After this vote the Union 
party-— tile strongest party in the Council next only to the Congress 
party — was formed and the Hon’We Raja Bahadur of Nashipur readily 
joined it with what prospects in view he alone can tell. Sometime 
after this the next Ministry was formed and our party tabled a no 
confidence motion. But on the day previous tt> voting the Hon'lde 
Baja Bahadur’s conscience pricked and he threatened the jwrty with 
x^ignation. This was a rude shock to the party no doubt but the 
Hon’ble Raja Bahadur gave his word of honour that he would vote 
with the party next day, and then tender his resignation. But when 
the day of reckoning came the Raja Bahadur gave a volte-face and 
to the surprise of us all he voted with the Ministers. This is not only 
a serious breach of party discipline but if a public man holding such 
an honourable position is capable of doing such an act he looses the 
confidence of all. 

Therefore, Sir, leaving aside th<' question of |M)wers of Ministers 
who, we are told, have “ neither |H>wer t<» ap]MJnt nor t<» dismiss ” our 
party feels it a duty to ex[n-e8s the opinion that the Ministry which 
is founded on intrigue and the Ministers— at least one of thorn — who 
proves himself to be a deserter (I use a milder ex|wessioti) to hia 
party and is false to his promise in the discharge of iniblic; duty should 
not be placed in charge of adniinistratiou. 

With these words, Sir, I su{)|M)rt the motion. 

8if ABO*UR*RAHIM * Sir, it is my duty first of all to say a few 
words with regard to the point sought to lie made by the iroii''ble 
Minister for Education with reference to myself; and that is this: 
that somehow or other I have been responsible tor his ap{>ointment. 
1 may also mention to this House that there is a general feeling in 
my community that but for me be would not have occ;iipiod this 
position to-day. Wherever I go, not only in Bengal, but outside 
Bengal, Bihar, United Provinces, Delhi or elsewhere, I am told by 
men in very responsible position, How is it, Sir Abd>ur-Rahim, you 
have put a gentleman like Nuwab Mushanuf Hosain in the gatldi 
of Ministers? ” Sir, I do not know whether the Hon’ble Nawab ii proud 
of the opinion that is held of him, but 1 wish to make it clear ai 
I have tried to explain to every one who has spoken to me on the 
subject, and as I did also last time in this House, that, under the ooa« 
stitution and under the law, and as a matter of fact, 1 was in no way rse- 
ponstble for his appointment ; I did noteven recommend him as the Nawab 
has pleaded before the Honse. Perhape he does not understand the euaot 
aigiiificanoe of the word ** recommend.*’ All that I did was this* 
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I wai sent tor % Hi« Excellency the Governor when the GhuanaTi-- 
Chakravarti ministry fell, and he did me the honour of consulting me 
about the situation. I tried my best to persuade His Excellency t^o 
believe that under the circumstances that had arisen, he would not 
be able to j^et a proj)er ministry which would be at all stable. I 
argued with him for a fairly long time over this point. Then at last 
he asked me if 1 myself will accept office. I told him definitely that 
I would not accept the position, and, of course, he knew the cir- 
cumstances — 

Thi Hofi'IMa Nawib MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khwi RiMhirt 

On a point of order. Sir. May I ask, Sir, what has the history of the 
of>pointmetit of Ministers to do with the present no confidence motion? 

Mfi FREtIDENTS 1 think, Nawab Sahib, you threw the gauntlet 
and Sir Abd-ur-Uahim has taken it up. 

Sir AEO*UR«RAHIM: Sir, then he iLsked me: Are there men 
in your party willing to accept the position ^ ” I told him Xcs, a 
g<¥Kl many.” Then he asked me for names. I gave him the names 

six gentlemen who were meml>ers of my party and I assure this 
House that Nawab Musharruf llosiiiii was not the first name nor even 
the He<M)nd name — he might have l)een the third or fourth name in that 
list. As regards recommending him, when His Excellency asked me 
alK>ut him, 1 told him that the gentleman might not impress any one 
very much in his <‘onversatioii. Then he said ” lias he not been a 
very su(‘cessful business manJ' *’ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think it is desirable that you should not 
refer to the private conversation which you had with His Excellency. 

Eir ABD«UR*RAHIM S All that I wanted to say was that I did not 
retionimend the Nawab lieyond giving His Excellency his name as one 
of the six. F prasuine he made his choice after consulting his official 
and other iwlvisers, and probably also the leaders of other groups, 
including the European group. That is all that 1 had to do with this 
g»ntlfman*s appointment. Sir, even supposing that in mentioning 
his name at^ all 1 made a mistake — ^^though having regard to the ques- 
tion that was put to me 1 had no option but to mention his name aa 
weU~~when the magnitude of that mistake became so glaring after a 
few weeks* sxperienc^e of him in the Council judging from the sorry 
figure that he eut in this House, I at once began to consider very 
seriously whether' 1 should not dissociate myself from him entirely* 
Air, I think, it was ehly about two months or even lees after hie 
appointment that a very strong feeling in my party manifeeled itadf 
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agaiiil the Minister. Maulvi Abul Kasem and others used to worry 
me <^d ni^ht saying ** what a man you have put in as Minister/** 
knowii^, however, all the time that I had nothing to do with hie 
appointment. 

3-30 p.m. 

They insisted that I should take steps at oiire. I told them and 
pursuaded them suececwifully to give him a little time. He had time 
but be failed during that time to utilise his o|¥|H>rtunity to make good, 
so much so that two days before the last motion was moved, some 
of the leading men of my pBirty, including Maulvi Abul Kasom, pessed 
me to take steps and to make a representation to the (Governor as to 
how things stood. I did go tcj the Governor and reporteil the fact# 
and suggestinl that it was no longer desirable tbat the Nawab .slnaild 
continue in his office. Then the motion was movetl; but it was lost 
by a few votes. Why and how suddenly within two days alnmt half 
a dosen gcntb'inen who had l>ecn ]>ressing me to gt> to the Govenmr 
to take stei>s in onler to have him rem«»ved went over ami voted against 
the motion I do not know; but that is whait hapinmed on the last ihth- 
sion. Now the facts have accuinnlated since; wc have further cxim'H* 
ence of the work w'hich the Hon'ble Minister i.s capable of doing lU 
some of the transferred dejMirtinents and espec ially the most ini{)ortniit 
one, namely, Education, and now we feel, at least I (’ertninly feel very 
strongly, that it is not desirable in the public interest that this exja^ri- 
ment, however it lame about, should l>e jyrobmgiMl. I say it would 
do no good whatever of any sort, no gmal to the jKOple of the country, 
no good to the constitution or to any jmrty and leaist of all to my 
community to keep the Nawab any longer in office. Mr, Travers got 
up to sp(«nk immediately after Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri had read 
out his «j)eech containing those grave charges and even beforo 
Mr. Atiqulluh, w*ho had originally given imtice of a motion of ms 
confidence, had time to state his charges, Mr. Tnivers got uf> in defence 
of the Ministers. He told us that though grave charges had been 
made, he had been assured that the charges were unfound<Hl. 1 ask, 
how Mr. Travers came to be thus assuretl l)efore he had moved from 
his seat that the charges were unfounded!* I say that he could not 
have known that they were unfounded. It was in the lijis of every- 
body in this House that there were serious allegations against th<r 
Nawab. Mr. Travers said be would wait till the Nawab replied, but 
in fact be made a pnmouncement straight away on behalf of his party 
without having waited at all to hear from the Minister how he met 
those charges. He made the pronouncement on behalf of the Britisk 
party that they would support ^e Ministry and vote for the Ministiy. 
Iken he repeated the threat which he had uttered on the laai ocoaaian* 
lir. Travers knows that we, at any rate, on this side of the Hooi# 
aiw not gotng to he intimidated by mieh wild threats. Bpeaking lar 
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mymli I had adrlaed the Goyernor that in the circumstanoes which 
had arisen it was not desiraHe to fom a Ministry. If Mr. Trayers 
had also adytsed on the last occasion in the same way, we would not 
have had the present scene. Now he says that it is no good form- 
ing another Ministry unless it has a substantial majority. That is 
exactly what I have been saying from the very beginning. Then 
why support it? That is the question which Mr. Travers has to 
answer. He speaks of the constitution — ^the diarchy. Does he want 
that the Ministers should give the whole constitution a bad name? 
I think not. Then which part of the constitution is it that he wants to 
support by keeping the Hon’ble Nawab Musharraf HosainP Is it 
because his estimation of the Ministers, his idea of the capacity of the 
Ministers 

•Ir. W. L. TRAVERSs On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
May I tell the House that 1 have no desire whatever to be a Minister 
•of Bengal. 


•ir ABD-UR-RAHIMs I am not at all surprised to hear that, and 
I have also said that to His Excellency the Governor. I had made it 
<slear that I for my part was not anxious for such a position. The 
question that has now l)een raised is a very serious matter. I know 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain causes a great deal of amusement in this 
House, but amusement is not the only thing which is wanted from 
a Minister. I for one am in deadly earnest and would ask the Govern- 
ment: Are the British memliers of the O'ouruil anxious to advance 
the cause of resiwnsible Government, do they think that by keeping 
Nawab Mu.sharrui Hosain and the other gentleman in office they will 
be able to advance the cause of resjwnsible Government? No, they 
cannot. As n^gards the intellectual capacity of the gentleman, has 
Im discharged his duties to the satisfaction of the people of Bengal or 
•of this House or even of the British group of the House? No. I 
put it to Mr, Moberly and Mr. Travers — let them say yes or no — 
-ifhether timy believe that he is a fit man for the plac^. The next 
Kjuestion is, havtng heat'd the serious allegations do they or do they 
not believe them. I ask every one in this House: Do they not 
l^lieve in the truth of ihejte chargee? Or do they consider the charges 
to be false and fabricated? I am sure that they do not consider them 
io be false. 

KiMm ilNlBlir Mwlvi AZIZUL HAQUEl Mr. Piesident, on an 
<oooasioA like tbis« it is almost imposadble for one deeply intersi^ed 
in the future of ttur country to oast his silent vote. Lest I may be 
misun^ratood, I musl at once make the statement that I am not. of 
4boet who ie in the least enamoured of either brilliance or even 
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iinagfcfiiitioii in tlie present Ministry in Bengal. 1 am entirely at one 
with tlioee who find the Minister of Education probably lacking in 
aome of those qualities which are expected of a really popular Minister 
nor am I one of those who have reasons to believe that the association 
of the popular Ministers has yet appreciably furthered the people's 
cause in the administration of the country. I am entirely at one with 
my friend Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri that there is hardly any party 
worth its name in pa|)er amidst the non-Swarajist members of the 
Council — barring, of course, the European group. Successive Ministers 
have only made a show of party, to disappear almost the day after 
its rise. I do not belong to any of them. I came to the Council 
attracted by the prospects of the liCgislature in furthering the welfare 
of the people, that 1 may do my humble quota as a son of the soil 
and I came here for constructive work, frankly professing^ in the 
principle of co-oj>e ration, to place my humble services in country's 
cause with a view to get a better state of things in the Presidency of 
Bengal. 

While I choose my principle in co-ojieration which never means 
subservience, to work even the very little that we have got under the 
Reforms, I have always had my highest respect for my friends of the 
Swarajist party who huve been consistently following a |)olicy of non- 
co-operation and olwtruction inside the Council, except unfortunately 
during the Bengal Tenancy Legislation, and in whom I find some of 
the best intellect and culture, a high degree of efficiency in organisa- 
tion and method, abided to an amount of personal sacrifice and 
patriotism. But, Sir, the complexities of the political situation have 
frustrated all my hopes. 

The first and foremost '\> the total absence of any party organisa- 
tion among those who want to work the Reforms. T am not willing 
to owe allegiance to any party which is not projierly organised and 
for this I must lay the blame on the resjmnsible leaders amidst us 
and I am at one with Mr. Nurul Huq that the younger men are tired 
of this state of affairs. Signs are not wanting that there is a spirit 
of revolt in their midst and I would only wish that the revolt could 
have l>een a really accomplished fact. 

3-45 p.ni. 

The second reason lies in the policy hitherto followed by my 
friends, the members of the Swaraj party. Sir Abd-ur-Ilahim has 
appealed to me whether the Ministry would be a fit Ministry to-day. 
I would answer him that till our distinguished friends Mr. Sen 
Oiipta and Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy or Messrs. Akhtl Chandra Datta, 
Snbhas Chandra Bose and men of their calibre choose to accept offico— 
no Ministry can succeed in Bengal unless there is an understanding 
between the European and the non-Swaiajist groups in Bengal. II 
Mr. Sen Gupta and Dr. Roy accept ufBoe, I abnli Ibis eeiy wamm^ 
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east Illy vote in the Aye Ixibby. If I know that out dietiiigaishad 
Jeader Sir Abd-ur-Bahim i« not goin^ again to be the rictim of anti- 
Moslem eommunalism and will be accepted by the House, I shall 
unhesitatingly go to the Aye Lobby, But in its absence, I do not 
want the machinery to be choked and I am to find out some available 
make-shift, I shall have no altemative but to have my agonies and 
suffer in jiatieiice. 

(Hhers will tell me that let there be an end of the Ministry and 
let the Transferreil subjects in Bengal lie administered by the Reserved 
side. They will argue that it is more desirable state of affairs. Well, 
Sir, I am not very sure of that. And in any case, it is honest difference 
of opinion and 1 would prefer to retain mine till I am convinced not 
on generalities but on Hi>ecific points that there is not at least some 
good in having a Minister responsible to some form of popular 
opinion. 

So far regarding the constitutional issue involved in this measure. 

Certain personal issuea have been raised on the floor of the House 
yesterday and nobody' has heard it| ^without feelings of bewilder- 
ing amaxement no less than of horror at the charges of bribery and 
(orruption. For myself I have looked up<m these also with alarm 
and dismay and I am entirely at one with Mr. Travers that if there 
was proofs of truth in them, I shall be failing in my duty if I give 
any support to the Minister. 

Mr. President, 1 am solemnly told in the House that 25 Mussulman 
members are in the pay of the Ministers. There are only *39 elected 
Mussulman memlMTS in the House and I am asked to believe that 
25 of these hon’ble members are so lost to all sense of shame and 
decency in public life, so devoid of self-respect and commonsense that 
not on a ({uestioii of ministerial stability nor want of confidence, but 
in a mutter concerning the imssage of u measure like Primary Educa- 
tion Bill, which, Wlieve me, Sir, more vitally concerns the Mussul- 
mans of Bengal than any other community, the Minister had to keep 
25 in his pay. Sir, we have now and then Wn familiar with many 
political canards and sensations, but I have never yet heard anything 
in the nature of an indictment against the majority of the representa- 
tives of the j>eople. Sir, it has taken my breath away. If I am to 
Wliave in this, I despair of Swaraj not by the end of 1929 but also 
a century after. After all these are the elements on whom we have 
to build our hope of the future. I have greater faith in my co- 
religionists to believe in this purile story. After Mr. Bo<ie*s pro- 
nouncement, I have veiy' carefully scanned through the list of the 
ttetnbers of the Council and 1 have with me ai list of 25 members out 
ol 39, who for th^ life of me refuse to believe can be amenable to any 
bribery and corruptiolil I would like to run mad before, Sir, I ehnll 
Mieve such a thing. 
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®lr open ciiarges of bribery and corruption hare been laid at tbe 
door tbe Minister. I shall not attempt to vindicate him, as it is a 
matter eobcerning himself, yet if so far as it is necessary for me to 
make a decision as to whether he retains my confidence or not, I have 
made a passing reference to some of these. These statements have 
been made under the privilege of the House and I do not know how 
to get a considered judgment after investigation of all these matters. 
Of all things the most serious is that of Mr. Atiqiilluh. He was 
offered money about a year and a half hack when Mr. Ohuxnavi and 
Mr. Chakravarti lost offices. Money, I am told, and I am fold not 
at that time hut to-day that Mr. Atiqullah had the Imndle of a 
currency notes following his footsteps and offered not merely before 
the voting but even after the voting was over and that in spite of 
repeated refusals that it was thrust into his |MK’ket. Mr. Atiqullah 
did not tell us whether or not he kicked the gentleman who bad the 
cheek to offer money long after the show is over to an hon’lde member 
of this House. Mr. President, I would have exi)ected that Mr. Atiqullah 
would have immediately come to the House or go to His Excellency 
to lay his complaint to express his moral indignation. May T ask him 
why he did not tell us this so long. Mr. Atiqullah is a lawyer of 
some eminence. I ho|>e he will realisel that though there is no actual 
rule of limitation in these matters, delay in making complaints may 
not some time lead others to fully subsc'ribe to his views, 8ir, I find 
that there is unfortunately no machinery for us to enter into an 
investigation of these matters to-day. There is purely an oafh againat 
oath. 1 will herein follow the traditional course of lawyers «\*en 
though I am iu very bad company there, that in a matter concerning 
oath against oath, delay in making complaint will make the com- 
plainant lose his case, without even disbelieving Mr. Atiqullah 1 
would prefer to give the benefit of doubt to the accused. 

Sir, it is not to-day that these stories of bribery and comiption# 
have reached us. In the days of the full blast of non-co-operation, 
in the days of Mr. C. R. Das, of whom every citixen of Bengal il 
proud to remember, the trnducers of the Swarajist party did not 
heeitaie to wind such stories. I did never believe those stories. liater 
on I heard of these very things. I had my dose of suspicion even 
then. It is still doing wnth i>ersistency. I wish there was some con- 
trivance for us to find out the truth, but surely, 8ir, purely allegations 
should not be the reason of hounding up even the most despicable 
man, even if he be the Minister. One word may 1 say mbout 
Mr. Nurui Huq CbaudhuH's allegations. Everything seems to have 
vague and a matter of adverse inference. I do not yet find any- 
thing which may lead to much definite conclusion to prove the definite 
oonnivanoe of the Ministers. Till that is done I would prefer to 
helieve that my colleagues in the Council are gentlemen, thal th^ 
are men who i^w how to sonm monev even if thrust on them and 
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so long that is there, I have not the slightest suspicion that ifven 
if the Minister is a despicable wretc^h anxious to parade his long pom 
at every door, public life is not likely to be contaminated in ii|l|fmoney. 

Mft W« C> WORDSWORTH: Sir, this House is very patient of 
repetition where the fates of Ministers are concerned, and therefore, 
though yesterday Mr. Travers and Mr. Thompson made clear the posi* 
tion of our group in this unfortunate matter it will not be amiss, and 
it may be a little profitable, if 1 resume the subject in my own less 
perfect way. The ojiposite group are slow to see any reasons why 
there should be Ministers and Ministries. We on this side have always 
been equally slow to see any reasons why there should not be Ministers 
and Ministries. We, I think, represent the two solid and consistent 
parties in this House. If there is any difference it may be that we 
here ore a little more consistent, bet^ause there have been times when 
our friends ojiposite have said that while they are opf>OHed to Ministries- 
in general they will not lend themselves to attempts to break Ministers 
in particular, and to turn out A and B so as to make room for C and 
D. In so fluid a universe us our political life in Bengal, however, 
consistency is at best a very minor morality. What is strange now 
is that iwesumaWy on the same information we have arrived at very 
different views. We on Ibis side have Wn told for the last fort- 
night that shameful things have hajipened. We have been told that 
these cliarges can be proved. We have jiske<l for the proofs. We have 
been ready to rei'cive and consider these proofs. But, siiid some of 
those who brought accusations againsi the Ministers, surely intelli- 
gent gentlemen like you — our intelligence is always delicately 
stressed in these appeals — surely an intelligent group like the European 
grotvp will n(d suj)j>(>rt Ministers against whom these charges can be 
brought. Others said, wait until the discussion and then if we bring 
forwHitl pnxifs you will have to de<*lare yourselves against inequity in 
public life. We said we w<»uld wait and we have waited. In this Council 
we have beard much in the way of accusations, much in the way of 
allegations, but im>ihing we have heard can be regarded as proof. We 
have beard nothing so solid that we can i^*rmit it to determine our 
conduct in this very important matter. If there is anything more to 
be put before the House during the rest of the debate, the European 
group will give it their very careful attention. The matter » 
difficult------ 

Mill AKHII. OHANORA DATTA: On a point of order. We are 
diseusaing a very important subject: there is no doubt about that. 
Is ti not desirable, iherelore, that the leader of the House should he 
inside the House? (Voices: He is canvassing.) 
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||f« PRESIDCNTs I do not know nor is it my business to knoir 
wbel is keepuig the leader of the House away. Certainly^ he is alwaya 
weleome here and 1 think he should be here as far as possible. 

ilfa Wa Ca WORDSWORTHS Sir, it is difficult, it is impossible* 
to know at what point in political hostilities allegations pass into 
proofs. Assertions, no matter how emphatic, no matter how persis- 
tent, do not necessarily convince, and 1 have to say for this party that 
we have not yet heard anything that will convince us into a change 
of opinion. 

We have been charged with having come here with our judgment 
already made up. Our judgment was made up only in the way that 
has l)een explained; that is, we were prepnied to support the Ministers 
in this crisis unless evidence was brought forward to convince us 
otherwise. Now, Sir, the charges against the Ministers (in fact, 
practically all the accusations have been made against one of the 
lwo> may be summed up as bribery, irreverence and overweening 
language about himself, and maladministration in the Excise Depart- 
ment. Like my friend Kimn Bahadur Axizul llaque I decline to 
l)elieve that there is a large numl>er ot memljers, I decline to lielieva 
that there is any meinWr, in thi.s House representing the public, who* 
will allow themselves or himself to lie bribtMl by n Minister. Surely 
if it is the case the facts ran be place<l before us. For years these 
statements have Wn made: year after year we have heard the same* 
charges brought not (ml> against the present Minister but uguintt 
other Ministers. It is, I may say, a j)ermunent jwrt of the political 
atmosphere of the province, but nothing in the nature of proof has 
been given to us and I myself am prepared to dismiss these 26 
delinquents as a myth. For the European party I may confidently say 
that none of us have ever come into contact with any attempt at 
hriberv; we have n(»t received mysterious cheques by post nor have 
we found large bundles of tmi>er currency in our hats at the end of a 
Council meeting. 

One of the charges brought forward yesterdiiy related to some* 
thing that happened f»r was said to have bappene<i a year and a half 
ago. If it has taken a year and a half to bring that fact, or quaei- 
fact, to the notice of the Ct»uncil I cannot congratulate the hon'ble 
member on his expedition in disposing of this unfortunate matter. 

The Minister for Education was accused by a Hindu genilaman of 
irreverence. When a Hindu gentleman in a Council composed of 
Hindus, Mubammadans, Europeans and Anglo-Indians, accused a 
Mobammadan gentleman of irreverence towards bis own faith, it 
raiaes a delicate problem in international ethics which I am not com- 
petent to comment on. Bnt there is another problem of delicai# 
ethics raised. If a member of this House quotes as evideace ol pttblie 
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obliquity the gist of a private conversation that he or any 
gentleman has had with a Minister, there is a menace to pnUic Ule 
and an end of sanctity in private relations. Public life will become 
a very poor thing indeed and private friendlj" intercourse will entirely 
disappear. If, however, we are prepared to give the worst construe* 
tion to the words that were quoted yesterday, it may prove that the 
Minister was indiscreet, that he was rash, that be was wanting in 
dignity, but it does not prove that he is wanting in seal for work or 
that he is unable to serve the public in his capacity as Minister. I 
know the Minister for Education mainly in his educational capacity, 
and many of us do and can vouch, foi our sufferings have been great, 
that he has at least the merit of Wing able to make other people work 
for his department. Those who have been on bis Select Committee 
know that we have Wen l alled upon to spurn delights and live laborious 
days so that he may get through the work of his department. I have 
heard nothing in this debate which impairs my Wlief that the 
Minister is thoroughly devoted to the work of the Education 
Department. 

Now I come to the Excise Department. With Mr. Gupta my 
tastes are such that I ha\'e never Wen brought into very close contact 
with this aspect of the Minister’s duties. One case of which some- 
thing was made yesterday and a lot has been made recently, related to 
a decision by which a licence was given to one of two applicants and 
refused to the other. I have been told, and I Wlieve, that the 
Minister’s contribution to that particular case lay in his accepting the 
recommendations responsibly put Wfore him l>y his Secretary and the 
Excise Commissioner. If this has not been so, the file would have 
Wen referred to higher quarters for orders. It appears that the 
forefnmt of all his offending is that the licence was given to an 
editor. Now, in the name of all that is diarchic, why shonld a poor 
journalist not wcasionally have a glimpse of the good things of life? 
Altogether journalists had a had time in this House yesterday. We 
in Bengal boast that we are not os other men. We do not grind the 
faces of the humble to the dust as they do in Madras, yet if when a 
Minister shows a little kindness to one solitary memWr of a depressed 
-class there is all this shouting and hullaballoo. 

Mr. rRffilDiirrs Mr. Guha, I object to your coming into the 
Mouse without proper ceremony. 

Mr. W. 0. WORMWOIITHS Is it contended that an editor is not 
ilt to he entruitdd with this responsible duty of selling drink? Men 
•who give advice to kings, statesmen, dictators and presidents, inay 
perliaps he fairty allowed now and tjien to test their fiinees for serving 
dhe community in other, and perhaps higher, activiiiee. 
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Mil FIICSIDKNTs I could not catch your last words: what did 
you my? 

Mr* W. Cta W0RD8W0RTH: 1 said that men who tell kings, 
statesmen, dictators and presidents what they ought to do may fairly 
be allowed to test their fitness for serving the community in other 
and perhaps higher ways. 

One last remark. It is evident that there is a vei'v strong opposi- 
tion to the Minister to-day. Thai opposition is inadt* up of several 
converging forces: the party opposite, whose i)oli(\v is to 
oppose any Ministry; certain members who are honestly indignant 
for reasons which they think sufficient; others })erhu]>s who hope to see 
the Ministers displaced as a preliminary to a further hope that they 
themselves may be invited to replace fljem. This opposition we have is 
stronger than is justified by any sense of responsibility to the public 
interest, and unless 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

MuulYi KADER BAKSH: Sir, I had no mind to take part in the 

tlisiussion but as an attempt has been made to throw ilirt most un- 

reasonably upon a Inrgf* nuinher of the Mussalniiiti noMiilM'r**, T think 
that f should not keep silent liut I should make an attempt to dis- 
cuss the pleading raised by the j>rt)Hecution, and by the defence with 
a view to ascertain the comparative merits of each party’s case. In 
the spee<h of the mover, Mr. Nurul Hmi (''haudhuri, it has nr»t been 

said what is the offeme the llaja Bahadur has committed and why 

the motion of no eonfidence has Wen move<l against him. Mr. (*hau- 
dhuri has not been fighting on the prineiple on which the Swarajist 
party has fought over the question, f.c., the wrecking of the diarrhini 
form of Government, so I fail to understand the motive by which 
Mr. Chaudhuri has been actuated to move the motion of no confidence 
against Raja Bahadur. 

With regard to the motion about Nawab Sahib, Sir, 1 have neithei 
come to bury Ciesar nor to praise him, but I only want to show that 
the charges are absolutely groundless and absurd. First, I shall 
deal with the charges brought by Mr. Atiqullab. He has said that 
there was an attempt to bribe him l>oth the Nawab Sahib and by 
his men in March and August, 1927. Let us examine this statement and 
let us ascertain whether there could have been any oc,*casion for it, 
and whether the charges are logically consistent. It is well known to 
aU of us that in March, 1927, Mr. Atiqullab belonged to the jiarty of 
Sir Qhuxnavi. The voting on the motion of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee for 
the refusal of the Ministers’ salary will show that he belonged to 
Mr. Ohuxnavi’s pt^riy. Then Mr. Atiqullab deserted Mr. Ohmmavi 
and voted against him on the no cKmfidfUioe motion moved by 
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Dr. B. C. Itoy un the 25t}i of 1927,. 1 hope 1 mey be per*- 

luitted to bring back to 3 'our recollection the observation which 
Sir Abd-ur-Kahim made with regard to the supiwrters of Mr. Ghusnavii 
while HUpiKirting the motion of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee on the 12th of 
March, 1927, It runH thun: ‘‘ This ministry is built on intrigue. The* 
Hon’ble Mr. (ihuinavi may have a few hired votes but that will not 
heli> him. The whole community is against him. He will have to go* 
down." 

1 mIiuII leave it to you to deduce for yourselves as t 4 » who were* 
meant by these hired voters. Then let us come to the events of 26th 
of August, 1927, when Dr. B. C. Roy moved his no confidence motion. 
The voting will show that Mr. Atiqullah deserted Mr. Ghusnavi and 
voted for the motion. He did not explain why he did so. He might 
have lK‘en actuated by two motives, one is the Eulkati (Ponubalia) 
reason which to use Sir Abd-ur*Rahim*s words " you know how the 
incidents of Kulkati stirred the Muhammadan community in Bengal 
and if you follow*ed the newsfuijjers you will agree with me that it 
stiiTed the community in all |xirts of India and raised indignation t(» 
a high pitch in the community throughout the whole country. They 
have not forgotten it nor are they likely to forget it unless full re<lre»s 
is given. It was a s|)ecial duty of one who represented the Muslim 
community in the Government, i.e., Mi. Ghuzuavi, to press strongly 
upon Government to grunt our modest prayer, t.e., an indejiendent 
and impartial inquiry. A representative of the people who has not 
the courage even to do this much, do you think that the jieople can 
have the least (*onfidence in him. The whole community is against 
him." If Mr. Atiqullah was actuated by a motive that Mr. Ghuxnavi 
has failed in this duty and that it was his duty to throw out 
Mr. Ghuenavi then the question of any attempt to bribe him to vote- 
for the no confidence motion does not arise. It was his self-actuated 
feelings which prompted him to vote against Mr. Ghucnavi. Then 
the statement of Mr. Atiqullah that he wa.s offered bribes by Nawab 
Sahib or anyone on this occasion is logically inconsistent, fallacious, 
absurd and stands selbrondemned and more so because at that time he 
was the canvasser for the no confidence motion and moved about with 
the Swarajists. If it was not actuated by Eulkati issue to rise against 
Mr. Gbuxnavi then the second suggestion comes in automatically 
which is this — that as the motion was introduced by the Swaraj party, 
my hon’hle friead Mr. Atiqnllah must have been won over by the 
Swaraj party and how I do not know, Nawab Sahib could have ne 
occasion to oftar bribe to him on this occasion. Moreover, Nawab 
Sahib was not in the running lor the ministry at that time. Later on 
how Nawab Sahib became the Minister is too well known to reqnire any 
mentlcitt. It wai the doing of Sir Abd*ur-Bahim, and as all the 
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mnsbets wio followed Kir Abd-ur>Uahun, left the queetion of the seleo* 
tkaof Miluetereto him, no question of bribe to be advanced by Nawab 
Sfthib can arise in this connection. 

4-15 p.m. 

Then the question ot offering of bribes bv Nawub Sahib or by hie 
men has no foundation at all. A no confidence motion was brought 
against Nawab Sahib in March, 1928. A large jwrtion of the Muhm- 
madan community left Sir Abd-ur-Rahim’s |»arty for reasons whicllt^^" 
I hope, you all know, though 1 shall rejwat it here: it is the treatment 
which was meted out to the Muhammadan members by Sir Alal-ur- 
Rahim at his own house, and which was resented by his followers. 1 
believe that the enemies of Sir Abd-ur-Ruhim, who envied his {losition, 
abiUty, and statesmanship, and his earnest endeavour to bring al)out 
solidarity amcmgst the Muhammadan councillors, tried their level best 
to bring about a disruption in his party and also to discrwlit him Wore 
the public, and the> succeeded in lM)th. Most of the Muhuinmudan 
members who acceptfnl Sir Alsl-ur-Rahiiirs lead with very high hopes 
were either driven out liy him on the “ Pride’s Purge *' Night at his 
House, or com^wlled to leave him most unwillingly for the attitude ho 
liad taken ufv— 'U morit .^ad day in the history of the Muhammadans of 
Bengal. On the hapjsuiing of this incident, a big nuniWr of Muham- 
madan couiK ilbu’s cniiie 1<i tlie side that wa?» wronged, , the side 
of Nawab Sahib, and lie thus obtained a clear majority, and as such 
no finest ion of bribeiy can arise in this case also. 

Now, Sir, 1 will come u|Km Mr. Atiqulluh with a very serious 
charge. He said that he was offered bribes by Nawab Sahib in March, 
1927, and that the offer w^as repeated twice again. He says that a 
bundle of notes was either put or was going to Iw put in his jiuckei in 
the lobby. As a self-reM|)ecting man, Mr. Atiqullah should have 
handed the bribe-giver to the jKdice then and there (there was no dearib 
of Sergeants in the lobbies), or at least be should have brought this 
matter to the notice td this Council. He did neither. What was the 
motive then^ Was he undecided as to whether ht? should accept or 
refuse it? If so, he is guilty of a ver>* serious offence. He was 
approached again in August. It is about two years since he was 
offered bribe for the first time. He also got an opportunity in the 
Marcb Session of 192H to bring before this House all these charges of 
corrupt practice, when the no confidence motion was moved against 
Nawab Sahib. He kept a criminal silence over it for these long two 
years and permitted this heinous practice, if at all tme. to be continued 
during this long period. Could any man Ijelieve that Mr. Atiqullah, 
honest as he is, especially when he cannot put up with corrupt 
practice in any shape, would not have taken steps long befcure to 
remedy this evil? Fnder the circumstanees, the conduaum » 
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irretiatible that no corrupt in-actice existed, nor was it resorted to, 
and Mr. Atiqullah has nothing to complain against Nawab Sahib. 

With regard to the other charges, raised by him, they are too 
vague to claim any attention from this House. 

Then with regard to Mr. Bose's statements, I do not know the 
truth or otherwise of what Mr. Bose said. What passed between two 
friends in their friendly discourse, 1 think, even if true, should not 
have been incut ioned on the flcKir of this House, but since it has been 
mentioned, 1 think it has to be touched ujkid. It passes my com- 
prehension why NttW’ub Sahib should give over the key of his con- 
fidence to Mr. Bose — an avowed Swarajist. His first statement was 
that Nawab Sahib mentioned to him that 23 Muhammadan councillors 
were in his pay for getting through the Primary Education Bill. 
Mr. Bose knows full well that Nawab Sahib had never, nor oven now 
has, 23 Muliammadaii sujqiorters, and as sucli the statement has got 
absolutely no m<Mining; but if that was at all said by Nawab Sahib 
it must have In^eti only as a bluff, and could have no foundation in 
truth. Mi»re(oer, Nawab Sahib knew full well, as well as Mr. Bose, 
that the wludc Muhammadan population ot Bengal, and a gtsxl piopor- 
tiou of their repre.seiitative.s in this Council, were in favour of the 
}*rimarv Education Bill and wanted t<j have it passeii, and us such 
the question of having 23 or any Muhamunulaii councillors in the j>ay 
of Nawab Sahib is a logical falbw'y. 

The seciuul statement, which Nuviab Sahib is alleged to have made 
during that friendly discourse, is that wlint the Prophet could not do, 
he would do or was going to do by the intrmluction of the Primary 
Edm'ation Bill. Nawab Sahib cx>uld not have certainly meant, even if 
Mr. Bose’s statement is taken as true for the sake of argument, any 
disre8|>ect to the Prophet. True Mussulman as he is, Nawab Sahib 
might have meant, 1 do not knour what language he used at the time, 
to give expression to his feelings about the mandate of the Prophet of 
Islam, viz., tiiat it is incumbent on every Muhammadan, male or 
female, to educate himself or herself. If Nawab Sahib was keen about 
the Primary Education Bill, it was certainly with a desire to 
give the Muhammadans facility to act ^ to that mandate. The 
passionate way in which Mr. Bose wanted to rouse the religions feel- 
ings of the Muhammadan members against Nawab Sahib in his naual 
persuasive language reminds me of the weapon which the Mollahs in 
Afghanistan have used against King Amanullah for the introduction 
of reforms in Kabul, but we the Muhammadans here do most indig- 
nantly refuse to rank ourselves with the agitators and the agitated 
iunffluz of Kabul, and must guard ourselves against allowing anybody 
to throw dust in our eyta. 
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With reg^ to the statemente of Mr. Nunil Haq Chaudhnri, I 
mut thank him for the emotional speech in which he put forward 
hie case, but, on analysis, the chargee contained in his speech cannot 
but be admitted ae too vague. 

Sir, I cannot be a party to a motion like this especially when it 
has got no foundation in truth. I must declare, as a true Moslem 
should do, to the whole world that the Muhammadan representatives 
in the Bengal I>egislative C’ouncil are no mean-minded j)eople, that 
they are no commodities for public sale, and that such a motion has 
been brought forwanl at the instance of some designing men for show- 
ing that the Muhamniadau.s are unfit to take their due share in the 
administration of the country, and that they have no legitimate claim 
for a larger numl)er of .**eats in the Council through separate electorates. 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council wa.s adjourned and reassemhled at 
4-35 p.m.] 

Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER: Ou a imint of order, Sir. 
Can the Ministers vote on motions of no confidence in them? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. That has been the practice in this Coun- 
cil and there i.s no rule against it. 

BMhi SURENORA NATH BISWAS: May T ask the HoiCble 
Minister in charge of the Kxeisc Dcfnutinent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Hiswas, 1 Hup]MiM* you have not s]>t>ken as 
yet. 1 think you should put youi f|Ue.Htions to the Hon’ hie Minister 
when you 8iM»ak on these motions. 

BMmi MANMATHA NATH ROY: May 1 imiuire of you, Sir, as 
to what is the practice in llu* British Parliament in the case of no 
c>onfidence motions in Ministci*^? Are they allow'ed to vote in their 
own favour? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T'nfoitunutely I have n(» imtsoimiI experience 
and so could not tell you what the Parliamentary jiructic^ is; but if 
I remember aright, I have read that in the British Parliament the 
Ministers do vote for tlieir own Halaries. 1 think that is quite sufficient 
for my ^wesent purpose. 

BMni MANMATHA NATH ROY: Theie have liaen instances in 
tSe past of such motions being brought forward against Ministers in 
tke British Parliament. May I know. Sir, what the Ministers did on 
such occasions? 
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Mr. NREtlOINTi I could uot teU you that offhand. All that I 
can tay is that 1 read of inetancea in which Ministers voted for their 
own aalarien to the Houae of Commons. 

Mrt ^a Ga lAtU: (hi n point of order, Sir. ('an an expert nomi- 
natml mem tier vote on theae motions? I refer to Dr. Jenkins who 
has been nominated to this Council tor piiriHrses of University 
le^slation. 

Mfa PRCilDENT: 1 uinterNtund that there is no expert member 
on the floor of the House. l>i\ Jenkins is an ordinary nominated 
member, and so he has every right to vote on the.se motions. You 
are not correct in saying that Dr. Jenkins has lieeu nominateiJ us an 
expert meml>er for the riiiversity legislation. 

•lElU tURENORA NATH BISWAS: Sii. I do not wish to make 
any speech on these motioiiH, hut I wish to put a (juesiion or two to 
(he Ifon'hle Minister in charge of the Kxcise Department, Was any 
representative of the lii|uor Inide taken on the Licensing Board in 
sjiite of protests from inemlit'rs of the Tem|sMame KtHleration on the 
Board, including Sir Dt'va Brosud Sarhtidhikiiri, who was the C^ir« 
roan of the Board Is it also a fait that the representatives of the 
Temperance Federation on the Board resigned as a protest y I want 
to know, Sir, what the Hiarhle Minister has got to say. 

Th« Hofi'M Namli EHiiHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 

questions have Immmi put to me 

Hft PRESIDENT: Xawah Sahih, I would suggest that \ou should, 
if fsissihle, make one .s|h*erh to explain away all the charges instead 
of rising to .s[>ofik from time to time. 

Tha Hofi’Mf Nawab MU8HARRUF HOBAIN, Khan Bahadur; 1 

want your permiasion to reply later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ail right, you may do 80 . 

Dr. Sir DEVA PR08AD BARBADHIKARI: Whatever my own 
individual tastes, like tho.se of Mr. Wordsworth, may be, for my ains 
1 have In^en associated with the working of the Excise Department 
in one shai>e or another ever since the eommenc'ement of my public 
life. As I understand this motion, it is based largely on what has 
been done or not done in the Excise Dejiartment of the Government 
of Bengal. 1 am soiueithat surprised, Sir. that the real i8.sue in this 
concern has not yet Wn brought forward. Reference has been made 
to individual shops and individual dealers with which the Licensing 
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an a Board, had nothing to do, bwt facta hare coma under our 
notuM here regarding which I should be dmng less than my duty if 
I waee not to place before the House what really happened in sme 
of tk«ai» caaefl. 

Regrardingr the shop of Eufireno & the Hon*ble Minister 

said yesterday that the lifeusing’ Board for no ren.son u'hatever turntnl 
the licensees out after 17 years. The facts of that case. Sir, were 
that warning had been given to the owner of that shop, u lady, who, 
under the rules <d the Excise I)i‘i»artinent. was not ordinarily entitle<] 
to hold a licence, and ns there were too many shops in the iieighlmui- 
hofwl, that shop had tfi go. Those who know the itcighl>onrlHMMi. must 
know that within half (»r less than half a mile, from Smildiih Siaiitui 
to Dhumimtolla crossing, there were about six shops. The continu- 
ance of this shop in that neigh boiirhmMl wan undesirable, am! si» this 
shop was ordered t<i Ih' alndisbed. 

4-45 p.m. 

What Were the facts of the case when this shop wa# ordered io 
be altolished!^ The Excise ( oinmissiotier himself moved that all the 
shops, the abolition of which was recommended, should remain with 
the exception of Eugene 4 ('ompany’s shop, which should l»e nl)oli»h®d. 
This was l)ecnuH4« there was at the comer of the Bowbaiwr Street a 
big wholesale and retail shop, and in fact there were as many os 0 shops 
in the neighbourhood of one kind or another. There won not one dis- 
sentient voice with reganl to that dwision. The Commissioner of 
Excifk*. the Collector of Excise, the Police ('ommissioiier and Mr. PeliU. 
among others, all voted in favour of the nlMdition of that shop; but, 
Sir, Government was supreme, and when the matter went up Uitfore 
them, under the calialistic signature of the Secretaiy’, the nuommen- 
dation of the Licensing Board was turned down; and therefore I sub- 
mit the ILm’hle Minister was wrong in saying that for no reason 
whatever the Licensing Btmrd had recommended the uboUlion of tbut 
shop. These liceiues are grunted from year io year and after due 
warning the shop was abolished. It was reiiresented that in the 
Chowringhee quarter, for acoommodating the Europeans, another shop 
was necessary^ and tbal also the Board assented to. 

Time will not permit me to go into all these cases, but 1 wish to 
say a word or two regarding one or two other sbo]>s. Regarding the 
Naitldii shop, the Police Commissioner was as strongly opposed 
ike granting of the licence as possible, and the Hon^ble Minister will 
kimself see that the police objections w^ere of tbe utmost vigour and 
Tolnme with regard to that shop, fki far as the Boanl was concerned, 
they assented to the licence, by a majority. Then, 8ir, as regards 
the CAiowringhee shop, to which I have already referred, that waa 
Allowed hy the Board because Eugene 4 Company had been ahoUahed. 
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All tb<»^ will to Mhow that the Licenaiiifc Board was working iti 
unison with the oflit uilji and with the rejwesent^itiveK of the Corpora* 
tion and those interested in the liquor trade, but there was soon a 
rift in the lute tor which the Goyemment is responsible and for which 
there was no reason. 

Sir, there in u long history about the representation of the liquor 
trade on the Lici^nsing B<jard. As long ago as 1925 two representa* 
tives of the liquor trade were appointed on the Board. The Temper- 
ance Federation at <oice objected and said that it was unthinkable that 
there should be any re{)resentafion of the li({Uor trade on the Board. 
It was a most unusual thing. We apjmmched the Ilon'ble Nawab 
Bahadur Nuwah Ali ('huudhuri. We alH<» iqqirouched Lord Lyitou. 
I shall not refer to whni haiqHoied at the interview* with His Excel- 
lency the Governor, because I do not consider it to lie u correct thing 
to do. Government, how’ever, ultimately thought that there should 
l)e no representation of the liquor trade and the Licensing Board must 
be oonstitutcnl on that Imsis. And we w’ent on without any hitch. 
And, Sir, without the slightest notice to any one, like the dropping 
of a bombshell, tw'o representatives of the liquor trade were jdaced 
on the Board in May last. The representatives of the liquor trade 
who complained had the gcMsl sense and grace to say that, although 
on prineiple they objected to the Pr(‘sident of the Temiwrarue Federa- 
tion being the President of the Lieensing Board, they had nothing to 
<M)rapliiin alM>ut his iin{Sittiulitv in the management of the affairs <*f 
the Board, Aftei (bat we ha<l to resign. Wc appioathed His Excel- 
leney the Governor and the Minister-in-charge and an understanding 
was arrive<l at. The understanding n(*t having Wen eanied out, we 
felt it our duty to jiersist in the re.signntion, though request e»l to with- 
d^lw^ myself and the inemlM»rs of the Tenj|H*ran(e Federation who 
were reprt'sentative,s on the Board. Mfuiths and months, weeks and 
weeks passcnl and yet we did not get amy infonnation as to what the 
Government was gfung to do. And it was during this interegnum 
that abuses aalxnit which the Hous<! has heanl mostly oecnrred. 

So far na the Temperance Federation is concerned, 1 may tell the 
Houm^ that they are no lungt^r interested in the Board: they ore not 
coming b»iek lifter the treatment they have receiv^nl fnmi the Govern- 
ment unless a better }>oliey is adopted. Gur objections to the repre- 
aenta tives of the liquor trade continue unabateil. 

I should like to take this o|)|}urtuiuty of asking the Minister aa 
a test question whether it is the intention of Government to continue 
in the policy which has lieen obje^'tiwl to. That. Sir, is a <(iiestion 
that has not bean raised by any one up till now. 

1 am afraid I do not share the views of Mr. Travers in his hlnfft 
although 1 believe in the .stability of ministry. We, liberals^ aiw 
bound to support tke Govemment so long as it is pooaihle lor us te 
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do to, and muat oppofte the Guveninieut wbeii I 

tlie mpOQfiibility with regard to the adiniubtratioii of the lit^uaing^ 
defartment on Hon’ hie the Minister and when I have Hiitisfao- 

toiy answer with regard to the charges against that udministrutioiit 
it would be possible for me to form my opinion fur the pur{ioiie of 
voting at this crisiaf. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUFTA: Mr. President, Sir, 1 wi^h that I wns^ 
not speaking on these two motions, but I find that <'n eveiy ueeasiou 
that motions of this deserij>tion are put forwartl in this House, the 
leaders of the Eiiroiwan group wcnild n4>t give me any rhuire but U> 
take jwrt in these debates. But for Mr. Thoin|>*<t»n nrul hi^» iiiiiilogy 
of a bridge table, i>erhai>s I might have i'e**triuneil iiWMdf fnon taking 
any part in this disrussion. 

Sir, on other (R’casions when these motions C4«me up, we fought 
on dear principles. We, who are opfwwied to diarchy, attack thw 
Ministers and the ministry. Thorns who were in favour of ninning 
diarchy sup|iorted the Ministers — some .simply IsMtiuse they were 
Ministers, others becausi* they liked the policy that the Miuisietw 
followed. But I am sorry to say that on this occasion, nlthcmgh our 
attitude towards the system (►f diarchy remains unalten»d, tht» members 
of the whole House - it makes not the slightest diffeiem e t4» whi4‘h party 
they belong — have got to ('nst their votes 4Ui the motions not on the 
question whetlu-r tlnyv like diarchy 4»i not -but on tin- bnanl qiiesti-m 
as to whether or not, even though th(*v are satisfiinl that the Ministers 
are guilty of 4’4jn uiytioii and dishonesty, they are prepared to suppoit 
them. (A VoiCK ; ** No.”> I am glad to hear the answer “ No’’ 
from a memls»r, I hojie. of the Kur4>|H*an gitiup. iSniple who feign 
sleeji while they are wiiie awake, can never 1 m* rouM*<l. and that is niy 
charge against the Kuro|H*an group. Ia*t the meiiils-rs on that side uf 
the House put their hainls tin their hearts and answer me whether 
they lielieve Mr. Atirpillah or not w*heti ht* said that an attempt was 
made by the Hon’bl© Minister to bribe him at the time when the no 
confidence moticm was brought up last. I^et them put their hands im 
their hearts and tell me whether they believe it or init. I kiniw these 
clever defences which are made by clever lawyers. We are init deal- 
ing with the question in a court of law l)ef4)re a judge and gentlenieii 
of the jury. We are here to see as members of this Council whether 
that gentleman occupying that 4*hair is fit to ba%‘e our c4mfidenco. 
That is the question. We do not want, as the H4iii’ble Minister Jed 
us to believe, to treat him as an accused in the d<ic'k. who waiite<l thir 
aervioes of a counsel or plivider. I have never heard of such a prcM*e- 
duru in the hiatory of the Houae of Comuioni ond 1 have never heani 
a Miuieter say on a no-confidenoe motion ** 1 am an accused pereoUr 
I have BO pleader to defend, I want time to answer the charfen 
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We know that these are only tactics for time. What were the tactics 
followed hy the ministerial party yesterday P Were they not tactics 
for timeP Were they not tactics for getting time for the preparation 

a written speech ? If any one had made charges against an honest 
member and he had for the first time heard that he was being accused 

putting money in the pocket of a fellow member — what would you 
expect the member charged to do? Would he not at once get up 
and siiy, notwithstanding the rules and conventions ol parliamentary 
language, it is a lie — an abominable lie ; let him come out and say 
that to me and not shelter himself l)ehind the privilege of the House ** f 
Did we get any such answer from the Hon’ble Minister yesterday? 
We did not. He wanted time. He knew the charges to be true, 
however much he might deny them. We knew about these things, 
and let those gentlemen opposite answer me whether they did not 
know almut these things 10 or 12 months ago. Let them answer me 
and I shall deal with them projierly. They know they cannot do this. 
Mr. Travers may have a little sym{Nitiiy for Nawab Mnsbarruf Hosain, 
a fellow tea planter in the same district. (Laughter). 

Mr. W. L. TRAVEM: On a point of j^ersonnl explanation, Sir. 
I had no knowledge* whatsoever of the chargt»s which have l>een made 
tfMlay. 

Mr. d. M. SEN CUPTAs Mr. Travers is following the footstei>s 
of clever lawyers. It is very easy to say that 1 have no knowledge 
of these things although 1 hear people around me shouting that this 
man is guilty of c«»rrupiioii and bril)ery. I know that in cases in 
court, witnesses in cn>HS-examination are asked — do you know this 
from personal knowhslge? He answers — no, I have heard from a 
man whose integrity I cannot doubt. But on a question of no confi- 
lienee in Ministers who are to run the Government of the country such 
thingis cannot arise. Mr. Thompson has said that I had refused to 
** cut in " at a table of bridge and Si> I had no right to 8i)eak anything 
in regard to the game. I^et me assume that I am bound by the Port- 
land dub rules but I take it that although I do not ** cut in ** at the 
table, I am nllowe<l to sit and watch the game as it proceeds. 
Mr. Thompson is playing with his {wriner who is cheating at the 
table. Mr. Thom}isou is trj ing to save the cheat and the other jdayers 
who are ojiposing him refer to the man wht> is watching, and accord* 
ing ti> the Portland Club rules am I not entitled (o say that this man 
who is your (Mtrtuer is cheating. That is a right which 1 am exercising 
Uhxuffiki. 

You may honestly belieTe that diarchy is good, and I nmy hi^ve 
iioaetUy that this system of Government is rotten to the core. I End 
mot only that the system is rotten to the core hut that the wy Miaialers 
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in titeM iMnds r68t tlie ndminiat ration of Bnn^nl am diakonaat; 
at tikid ttni6 Mr. Tbompaon toUa me ** No, you muat not expose the 
<;heat, becntwe yon have refused to * cut in.* ** 

Mr. Thompson’s speech reminds me of the stand taken by the British 
Cabinet as to the right to detenuiue ahat sort of administration India 
should have, the right of the British [>eopIe and the right of the British 
public. It seems to me that Mr. Thompson aud his compatriots from 
a country 6,000 miles aaay from this land seem to think that we 
members of the Congress Part}, we the eleited meml>er8 elected b} tbe 
Indian electorate, have no bund in the legislative Council- -that we 
have no hand in the game, but that Mr. Thom{>son as a member 
representing a few thousand Kuropeans amongst millions of Indians in 
this country seems to think that they have a right to say who should 
be the Minister, even though charges of corruption and brilM*rv have 
been Iwought against them, even though tho.se charges have l>een 
brought home to the Ministers. 

I submit, Sir, that a fal.se <’ry has lieeii raised that this in a com- 
munal question and that charges have been made against the Muham- 
madan Minister. I regret very much that in recent times whenever 
this question was raised Mr. Aziful Ifaque got up to say that (his was a 
communal question 

Klian Bthadtir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Cn a |Miint ol iiersonal 
explanation. Sir. I never said that. 

Mr. d. M. SEN CUPTA: I think it was Mr. Kadei Haksli 

Maulvt KADER BAiCSH: 1 Um nevct said that. 

Mr. d. M. BEN GUPTA. 1 am glad to hear that. But my 
recollection is otherwis**. However, there is no coniniunnl »|uestion in 
this matter. On the la.st occasion when we tume<l out the (?haknivarti- 
Ohuxnavi niinisity', it was I who said from this \«ry place that 
Mr. Chakra varti, a Hindu, was suspected of l>eing involved in coriain 
auspicious transactions in tbe Bengal National Bank and the Bangs 
Lnxmi Cotton Mills and that was enough for us ti» say that he did 
not enjoy the confidence of this House. We never make any distinc- 
tion between a Hindu and a Muliammmiaii when they ore guilty of 
sliihonesty or when they are suspei*ted of dishonesty. 


Mmtri NADIN BAKBNS ftn a point of order. 8ir. Is the member 
in order m referring to this matter*' Nalmdy raised that questioii, 

m. PNlBIOBIiTS He is perfectly in order. 
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Mr. M. SIN CUPTAs I will put one question to Mr. Timrers. 
He can deceive himself if he likes, but 1 will put him this question; 
how long is be going to deceive his following, how long is he going to 
deceive the whole European community which he professes to lead in 
this House, how long is he going to deceive the whole Indian public 
by holding out such threuts as he has madeP 

It reminds me of that much despised and well-known Indian 
quarrel liotween servants. A bearer from a neighbouring province 
when every time he was hit by a fellow servant of his, said “next time 
you hit me I will kill you ** and every time he was struck by the 
stronger fellow servant be repeated “ hit me again and I will know 
what U> do.” That is exactly the position of Mr. Tnivers. This is 
not the first time that I have heard from him on the floor of this House 
that be would not l>e a party to the formation of a new luinistiy, if 
the present ministry was defeated. I ask him this simple (jue.'^tion^ 
df>es he not l)elieve in Mr. B. K. Bose that the klinister is caimble of 
telling an untnith? IXk's Mr. Travers doubt that the Ministei ran 
tell an untruth I know he does not. Can any one swear that he di<f 
not even sjieak in that strain that he had so man\ members in his |s»> ^ 
The qtiestion i.s did he tell Mr. Bose that he had memlx^rs in his 
jmy, and from that what is the inference? (^an you doubt that he nmde 
that statement? At the same time I think no one can Wlieve what the 
.Nfinister had stated was true. I cannot Itelieve that such a large 
numl>er of Muhammadan memb^trs ean Ite so dishonest — it is impossible. 
Such a general and terrible accusation against a whole community cannot 
be true. But that he attempted to get a few members over to his side bv 
questionable means is perfectly clear from his statement. 

(At this stage the memWr having reached the time-limit 
allowed 2 minutes more to conclude his s]>eech.) 

The (piestion is simply this. Do you believe that he maiile that 
statement to Mr. Bose I say you have no other alternative but io 
believe that such a statement was made. What is the use of det^eiving 
oumlvesP We all know that Nawab Musbarruf Hoaain was trying for 
the last year and a half to keep bis following intact. We know he 
bad been trying to do that with money offers. This is a scandalous state 
of affairs and it is more scandalous when a Minister of the Crown doe# 
this sort of thing. 

I have nothing more io add except this that the Hon^ble Kaj* 
Bahadur of Nashipur has escaped almost complete notice from the 
members of the House on both sides. I should like to say one word 
about him. Is he competent to carry onf Did he not say when aooept* 
tng office that he was going to have joint reeponeibility with 
Nawah Musharraf Hoaain P Was it not his duty when he came to know 
this thing on the floor of the House yesterday to get and say ” I 



1929,3 NO CONFIDENCE MOTIONS. n 

myself from the Hon'ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain» Khan 
Bakadlir; here is my resignation/* He has not done so. Is it to be 
prosamed that during these months the Hon'ble Raja knew nothing of 
the Excise Department!^ 1 was glad to hear Mr. Thomi>»on yesterday 
ray that if one Minister of the Cabinet in England went against the 
IVime Minister, sometimes the whole Cabinet foiled. Here ore the 
grave chargee against the senior Minister of Bengal and the junior 
Minister sits calm and quiet without a single follower in Council. I 
submit if you throw out one of the Ministers, you ore bound to turn 
out the other lis he had accepted joint responsibility and has tn»t 
repudiated the charges nor has he dissradated hiiu.Helf fnim the allega- 
tions made. 

Mr* PRESIDENT* Order, Order. Before I give the Hoii’hle 
Minister an opportunity to speak, I should like to tell the House that 
it IN now* 10 minutes past five and I wish to divide the 20 minutes still 
left betw’ecn the two Hoi/ble Ministers, who w'unt to s|ii*ak, 1 then put 
the question forthwith. 

Tlw HolPMt Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BahaBuft 
of NashifHirS T>et me Ha> at the outset. .Sir, that 1 will Is^ very brief 
ill Miy »|>eeeh. Sir, as you know T am a nimlerate H|»eakei, 1 rneiin 1 
am uiodenite in my views and speak moderately. 1 had no idea that 
f should have to speak on this mcasion, but on the aecusntions made 
l)y the member of the Cnion party, I think that 1 should say some* 
thing, as it is not desirable that the charges should go unrepudiated 
and the decree passed ex-parie. With regard to the charges that has 
l>een brought against me by the Fnion party, I have to say that I 
lesigned this party at a later stage on some reasons. Should it be 
said that resigning the party is a crime then the first person to he 
blamed for such misdemeanour is Sir Deva Prosad Sarbadhikari as I 
only followed in his footsteps. I admit. Sir, that I told the party 
that I had an intention to remain there, but for certain reasons which 
I will explain I had to resign. Was it not a fact that when a meeting 
of the party was held at Naifire's place to decide that a motion of no 
con£dence should he brought forward I had not been asked to attend f 
T knew nothing about this matter nor was T invited to discuea it. I 
asked the 8e<‘r«tar>* of the party with regard to this information 
whether the Maharaja of Natore had sent in his resignation and he 
inlMtionally avoided to give me a reply and answered in negative 
though it was an open secret. If the party does not put any trust in 
a mamber, I think it is better for that member and the party, to out 
off their connection with each other. On these grounds, Sir, I had to 
raaign. Had I not resigned then, I would have iwnigBed later. Some 
flmmberi had approached me previously and had requeated ma to help 
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him to get the appointment of Minister againet another member of the 
same party. I do not appreciate this sort of policy and I should not like 
to remain in the party, where intrigue is being practiced against other 
meinl)erH of the said party. On principle I did not like jto associate 
myself with a party a niember of which re<iue8ted me to get an ap- 
pointment foi him and to see that the other member should not get 
it and even he would be glad if an outsider would get it. 


Mfi Mi Si 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. On behalf 
of the party I should like to point out 


Mr. PRESIDENT. That is not a point of order. I would not 
allow you to speak at this stage. 


MaiHvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Not at this stage. 

Tfm HofPble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahmlur, 
IN N^purs With regard to the other points raised by Mr. J. M. 
Sen (tupta, 1 should like to say that I was under the impression that 
Mr. Nurul Huq Cbnudhuri had informed the House of our joint 
lesponsibility yesterday. As a matter of fmt I know nothing of the 
departments working under my colleague and though we have joint 
rasponsihility, we do not like to interfere with others works. We 
jointly held office and we go jointly when we think proper. I should 
like to inform the House that we were working on joint responsibility. 

5-15 p.m. 

With regard to the main question my opinion is that geuerally 
SHch a rewdution is not unwelrome to a Minister because it gives him 
w opimHunity of reviewing his work, explaining bis policy and defend- 
ing his actions. 1 have listened anxiously throughout the speeches 
that have bera made yesterday for any indication of the grounds on 
which this ( ounrdl is invited to express its dissatisfaction with my 
work. Sir, I have listened in vain. Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri 
offerer! to denounce the conduct of the Ministm (in the plural nnmber> 
but after speaking with much enthusiasm he has spoken igainst the 
Minister (in the singular number) probably counting me as rwe out- 
side. The Houce, I submit, will concede that an unfounded end 
unsubstantiated charge should not weigh against me merely htct Mfr 
the mover has thought fit to launch a strong indictment against me 
It th« bcigiftniiig. 

I tun ftoidi low to th« other eiilicitin nude. Tlie deimrlmeite 
iBtmeted to my chirge hive acmrcely been mentioimd lad I tbevelbiw 
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{mH ^at a detailed explanation of my policy is not really required. 
I am therefore forced to the conclusion that this resolution has beeiii 
tabled in pursuance of the general policy of the opposition to prevent 
any Ministry whatsoever from carrying on the work of the ctmniry. 
I admit that the opposition have followed their policy consisteiiUy and 
on occasions with considerable success. I lealise that the leaders of 
the opposition are as much entitled to hold their own opinion on that 
subject as I am to mine. The position, however, is that we may 
differ on the subject. For my own part I felt it to la* n»y duty to* 
my countrj'inen and to my province to take up office and I did so but 
not without some previous hesitation and reluciame. 1 maintain now 
that however limited and restricted my opportunities may l)e, I am 
nevertheless able to contribute from a purely nationnl ptu'nf of view to* 
the deliberations of Government. 

Although it is true that lack of money pi-events the development 
of any progressive policy, I feel that if a Minister wishes, he can do 
s^miething. I accepted office simply and solely for the purfioiie of 
furthering the interests of my countrymen, but, as I have already 
said, the opposition takes a different view. Their theory is j>«rhapa 
arguable but surely they will permit others to differ from them. I 
am open t<» receive the co-ojieraf ion and assistance of every ineinl)er 
of this Council in the administration <if my departments and in tha 
framing of a policy wdiich will be for the lienefft of (»ur prcwinc#. 
Some of the members of this Rouse may (onsider that their creed of 
non-co-operation prevents them from giving the assistance of their 
ability and exf>erience. I adntit the fact although it is surely not 
inconsistent with their creed to permit me and tlnw who thitik with 
me to do what I can 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y our time is up. I must now give the Nawab- 
Sahib a chance to speak. 

TNt HoiPMa NamS MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan SllNMttrr 

Sir, I have been nuked several questions in the course of the apeechee 
delivered yesterday and to-day. One of the questions that has lieen 
put to me is in respect of the Licensing Board. The Licensing Boartf 

originally constituted had no representation of trails. 

Mr. PRBilOBiiTs There is only five minntes to spare and you 
must be brief and to the point. 

riw HtiifMn NmnM MlltNARRUP NOSAINt KImh BMiiMifr 

IVade was ^len inehided on the recommendation of the Idcetising 
Board. Wben the tamperanoe people desired to have a eepreeioia* 
tion of trade, I aeked them to reconsider the position and is they 
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4«cUit«d io retronnider, we had to aboliah the whole The new 

Idcetiain^r Board will he formed sotm without any repreaentatioii from 
trade. 

Sir, I ex}>ected tliat Mr. Sen Gupta will speak something new but 
I find nothing new in his speech. I thought that he would, as the 
leader of the party opposite, throw some new light in the discussion 
that has taken place, but unfortunately I must say that I have been 
•disappointed. (Laughter from opposition benches). Sir, I have 
already repudiated what Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose spoke in this House — 
which I again emphatically repudiate. I have nothing new to say in 
this connection. T say this much, however, that nothing has been 
proved against me. 

Mr. SYiD MO. ATIQULLAH: Sir. may I say something by way 
of personal expluiiution? 

(Maulvi Nuru) II uq (*haitdhuii also ntse.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I do not allow you to say anything at this 
sUge. 

The motion that this ('ouncil has no confidence in the Hoirble 
Nawab Mushurruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, Minister for Education, 
being put, a division was called for. 

Mr. P. 0. BAiU: On a point of order, Sir. Is it the Parliament- 
ary practice that a Minister against w'hom a motion of no confidence 
is brought can call for a division? 

Mmlvi AEUL KAiEM: No, Sir. It was I who called for the 
division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : It does uqi matter whether it was the Hon’ble 
Minister or any one else who called for the division. The Chair has 
got to give a division when it is called for. The Minister is as much a 
member of this Rouse as you are, Mr. Basu. (Laughter). 

The division was then taken with the following reeult: — 



NO CONFIDENCE MOTIONS. 


CiiBiiiiH, Mai Harta ira aatfc. 

0M «apia. »r. 4. n. 
oafiai MriNi Aliliil ciMUMira. 

Octta. Maia Aaiaifa Olmaira . 

Oatli taka iaral KaaMr. 
rataaal, iciMa taiMMiar R. «. M. 
a»i«aly* Makv Kaaiaifa Nata. 

OiMM, taia Aia ar taira Mata. 

Malta MaaHk, Mr. taty i a t ra caaaira. 
QHnm, Maaivi aaaai. 
tapia, Mr. Ji> n a oaaaara. 

Miaa n aiag aa , Ma PnriMHi Mayal. 

Miaai, Kali faatadvl. 

Naa, Mr. A. K. faiMil. 

Naiaia, KAaa Kaaaiar Maalvl tyil 
Maaaal. 

Kartai, Mauivi Aldal. 

xaaa, Aaaa OtataAra Lai. 

Kaaa, Kaaa taaia Maaivi Maanaai All. 
Kaan, Mr. Raiaar Raaaian. 

Lata, aaau tanaa Krlpa. 

Haiti, laaa Maaiaara Naia. 

Maitra. tn)ut If nl ra Mata. 




Maatrjia, trijat Tiraaaaia. 

Nataar, Aaaa Mna AaanAra. 

Rai oaaaiaari, Mr. Raajit. 
flaaiRi, Sir A a a ars 
Maaaiaa, Maaivi AHiar. 

RaiLat, Mr. R na a aaa Oia. 

Ray, aaaa l anaAr a Mata. 

Ray, Dr. KaaMi Saaliar. 

Ray. SH|at RaMw MlRAa. 

Ray, Aaaa Maaaiataa Naia. 

Ray, Or. RMaav oaaaAra. 

Ray. Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Rlraa Saaliar. 

Ray e a aa a aari. Rai IMtHMar tat y iRir a 
Mata. 

taayal, iaSa SaaRialra NarayaiL 
Saraaaaiaari, Or. Sir Oava Rniaa. 
Sarliar, Aaaa Naliairaalaa. 

Sattar, Mr. Aaiaal RanA Najaa AaiiM. 
Saa, Mr. Sallia OHaaAra. 
taa. triiat NacaMAra Nath. 

•aa Oaata, Mr. 4. M. 

SaarawarAy. Mr. N. t. 


NOiA. 


Aftal, Maaivi SyaA MaliamRiaA. 

AHaaiaA. Maaivi KaairaAAin. 

Aikta, Maaivi KaAar. 

•lair, Mr. J. R. 

Caaaallt, Mr. a. 

CVaaAaari, KRan AaHalur Maaivi 
MaAiar RaRmaa. 

CRaaARari, lAa Naa'Ma NawaR AaRaAar 
•aiyia NawaR Ali, KRan AaRaAar, 
CRaaARary, Maaivi Aalaia Mawla. 
CRaaARwry, Maaivi KRarMivA Alaai. 
Clarh, Mr. I. A. 

€aRam Mr. D. 4. 

OaaR, Mr. A. 4, 

Dr am iwaw A , Mr. 4. A. 

EAAia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Aarraatar, Mr. 4. O a aipR a lt. 

•yta, Mr. 4, N. 

MRaaa. Mr. M. C. 

RlltRrIiL Mr. R. N. 

RawRa, Rai AaRaAar AaAriAat. 

OarAaa, Hr. A. O. 

ArRR, Mr. P. N. 

flaaaa, KRaa AaRaAar Maaivi Ailial. 
MARA, Hr. A. P. 

Naaaiii, tRa Naa%la NawaR HaaRarraf. 
tCtaM BshMNira 

Na% KImm AaRaAar Maaivi iRraaMil. 

fMRRil, KRaa A a Raiar Maalvl HwRaaMaaA. 
laaRiaa^ Or. w. A. 

KaMHR, Maaivi isal 
MRaa, Maalvl T a wi ia iA l a. 


LairA, Mr. R. A. 

LataR, Mr. T. 

Mataira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, iRa Naa'Rlv Mr. A. 

Mania, Mr. 0. I. 

MaOfaaRia, Mr. t. T. 

Millar, IRa Naa'Rla Sir PravatR ORaaAar. 
MaRtrly, IRa Naa'Rla Mr. A. N. 

Orma aA, Mr. S« 0. 

PRilia, Mr. 4, V 
PRilaat, Mr. N. C. V. 

PrtRliaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

RaRaiaii, Maaivi iRaaia a r ^ 

R aR w a w, Mr. A. P. 

Raaf, Maaivi SyaA ARAar. 

Ray, AaRa NaoaiiAra Narayaa. 

Ray ORaaARart, Mr. K. C. 

Raaa, Mr. A. P. 

Ray, Mr. Allay PraaaA SIiiaR* 

•arRar, Rai AaRiR RaRati M aRa a . 

Saitar, KRaa AaRiR ARAaa. 

SRaR, Mr. ARalaai Naaaaia. 

AiaRa, tRa Naa'Rlv Raja AaRaAar 
A Rapa a A ra Narayaa. 

•ataiaiaa, Maaivi MvRaauaaA. 

•laplataa, Mr. N. i. 

Tala, Malar Aaaaral AaAfrvy. 

TRaaiai, Mr. N. w. 

TRaaipaaa, an. W. n. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wa rA a w a rtR , Mr. W. C. 


Mr. mtilDlNTx Ikforv 1 aaiiMuncp iLa reault of the diviaioii, 
1 abould lika to make it cIaat to IHa gAotlitnAii in tliA irUleriAS tliAt 
tli«y ATA sot alloir«d to maka any damoiiAtration whan tho rsttili sa 
lOAda known. 

The Ayna bein/r 65 and Noaa 59. the motioo wa» carried. 
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50 CONFIDENCE MOTIONS. 


[21st Feb. 




The iiiotiott that thin Council han no confidence in tlie Hon’bie 
Baja Bhu[)ciidra Narayan Hinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, Minister for 
Ix)cal Self-Ooveinineni, wan then put. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a {wiut of order, Sir. The 
renfmiNihility of the Minintem is joint and one Minister haring already 
l)eeii voted out, in it competent for the supporters of the Miiiistiy 
again to vote in favour of the second Min inter}* 


Mr. FRCilOENT: 1 think they have every right to vote in su|>- 
port of the other Minister if they feel justified to do so. 


Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Would that be of any useP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It i,H not » que^tio!l nf \i.se or no use. It is 
left to the iliHcietion ot the nienil»ers to v<>te either tfU or against the 
Minister. 


Mr. E. C. ORMONOl Sir, the questum is, is the Hoftlile Minister 
still a Minister}* 1 luenn the How^We Minister in res|H*ct of whom we 
are going to vote— is he still a Minister!^ 

Mr. PREilDENTi It you are referring to the Hon 'hie Raja 
Bahadur of Nashipur, yes, he is Mill a Minister and will be a 
Minister till he has nctuHlIy resigned. 


Mr. J. M. BEN GUPTA: May I just put a simple question? 
Having legard to the stutenient of the floiChle Raja of Nashipur that 
he, ns a Minister, shares joint resjamsibility, having regard to that 
statement, that fdaar statement, that he stands or falls with the Hon^ble 
Nnwah MuNhaimf Hosain, I ask you whether it is not the duty of the 
HoiCble Rujn Huliudur now’ to sny that he is bound to redgn his 
Ministership. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Hon’ble Minister does so it will, of 
cmirae make matters easier for every bwly here. But in the abaence 
of any such proiioanceinent from him and haTing regard to the fact 
that my knowledge is rather insufiicietit as to whether the responBibi*> 
lity is really joint or otherwise. I think the safest course for nie is to 
put the moiifMt. 



NO CONFIDENCS MOTIONS. 




TJi 6 diTisron was takwa witli thi» following rcauU;-— 


AVtt. 


A«iMr|yM CteiiaMiri, M«am|a ihmw 

Kama. 

aaanaa, Haalvi kUrn^mm, 

AH, MM AyM NaaMr. 

Ali, «r. Altai. 

AHaaH a a, «r. tjrta m, 

■agMii* Mm H sa m caaaara. 

•aairlaa. Or. PraaiataaMata. 
aaatrlas, aaM PraiMiha Naia. 
Oaaasrlat, OaM JitMKralal. 

■asM, aaa« aas* tsaiiar. 

OasM, Mr. a. C. 

OiMras, iaAM iMranAra Nata. 

Omm, taOM Islay KrialMia. 

•aas, Mr. t. C. 

Aaaa, Mr. tMlMias CAanAra. 

OaaiiraaArtty, MAm JallnAra Natii. 
caakraaarti, HaAm JafinAra CAaaAra. 
Cfiattarlat. trilat lijay Kaawr. 

ClMMAAMri, MiHlvi Maral Naa. 
CAaMAAMri, Aal NaraiiAraaata. 

Oat Oupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, BaAm Ah AO CAanAra. 

Oalia, BaA«i AMMlya OAanAra. 

Oatt, BaAa iarai Kaauir. 

Faraaa*. KAaa BaAaAar K. 0. M. 
Oaaaaly, BaAa KAapsa A ra NatA. 

OAata, BaAa AaiaraaAra NatA. 

OAasA Maalth, Mr. taiyaiiAra CAaaAra. 
fiafraa, Mawtvi AAAal. 

Bapta, Mr. iait tA CAaaAra. 
MlaMtalfiglia, BaAa BraAAa Oayal. 

Hiaraa, Ban iaiAaAul. 


Maa, Mr. A. K. MMB. 

Waa ^A, K Aaa ObA bB b i MbbIvI AyBi 

iCarlMi, Maalvi ABBal. 

KAaa, BaAa OaAaa B r a Ul. 

KAaa, KAaa taAIA Maaivi AIL 

KAaa, Mr. Hataar HaAaiaa. 

Uia, BaAa BaraBa KHpa. 

Mrlii, BaAa MaAsaAva MatA. 

Maitra, BHiai AaotaAra MaiA. 

MahAirlsa, Brilat TaraAaalA. 

Naahsr. BaAa Maai OAaaAra. 

As I GAaaAAan, Mr. BaaiH. 

BaAlai, Bir AAA>ar.. 

BA s at aa , Maatsi Asltar. 

BalAat, Mr. Brstaaaa OaA. 

Bay, BaAa tarsaAra NatA. 

Bay, Or. KmnimA BaaAar. 

Bay, Briiai BaAAa BaAlaAB. 

Bay, BaAa M aa a Mt Aa NalA. 

Bay, Or. BMAan CAaaAra. 

May Mr. O. M. 

Bay. Mr. Kiraa Saahar. 

Bay CAaaAAari, Bai BaAaAar latysaArt 
NatA. 

Aaayal, BaAa BaaMaAra Narayaa. 

Bnrhar, BaAa NalMiiraajaa. 

Baliar, Mr. AAAaal Baaah Ha|aa AABaaL 
Baa, Mr. BailaA CAaaAra. 

Baa, Brijal NaBaaAra MatA. 

Baa Bapta, Mr. 4. M. 

BaArawarAy, Mr. N. B. 


NOfB. 


AAaaiaA. Maalvi KaalraAAtn. 

BahiA, Maaivi KaAar. 

Baaa, Mr. Baral C. 

Blair, Hr. 4. B. 

Caaaam, Hr. A. 

CAaaAAart, KAaa BaAaAar Maaivi MaBsar 
BaA ataa. 

CAaaAAari, lAv Naa'Aia MavaA BaA a Aar 
BaiyiA NawaA All, KAaa BaAaAar, 
CAAaAAary, Maaivi Oalaai Mawta. 

ClarA, Mr. t. A. 

CaMsil, Hr. O. 4. 

OasA, Mr. A. 4. 

OraanBsaa, Mr. 4. B. 

BAAiS, Mr. A. HiO. 

Ksrva aia r , Hr. 4, CawpAsH. 

Fyfa, Mr. A. N. 

OAata, Mr. M. C. 
oamnaL Hr. b. h 
B atiiAa, Bai BaAaAar SaArlAas. 

BavKaa, Mr. A. B. 

•ABB* Mr. B. N. 


HMaia, tAt NiaWM NavraA MaiABrrBf» 
KAaa BaAaAar. 

Mimi, KAaa BaAaAar Maalvt Bhraiaal. 
itaiAli. KAaa B a AaA a r Maaivi MaHaaMBB* 
Jtahiat, Or. W. A. 

Kastat, Maaivi AAaL 
KAaa, Maaivi TaantaAAia. 
tairA, Mr. B. B. 

UaiA. Mr. T. 

Haspirs. Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tAt Maa^Alt Mr. a. 

Mania, Mr. O. B. 

MtClathit, Hr. C. T. 

Htttar, Bai B aAaAa r HaaaialAA NaBi. 
Mititr, tAt Mta’Alt Bir BrtvttA OAaaAtr. 
Mtatrly, tAt NabWH Mr. A. N. 

O raitaA , Mr. C. €. 

BAMip, Mr. A. r. 

PAMptt, Mr. M. C. V. 

Brtatitt, Mr. W. O. K. 

Ba Aa i e a , Maaivi BAaattar.. 

BaAAita^ Mr. Aw B. 
ftaaf, iMvl ByaA ABBar. 

Bay, AaAa mpiaira MBrayaii. 

Bay CA a a AA a r i , Mr. K. B. 


Maaivi AMtal. 
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Mr. «. r. 

•r, FraMtf tiiiffL 

Mai iaMk Makati Maluui. 
mimm lakik amm. 

Mr. Oliaiaai Nattala. 
tiM Naa^Mt Maja MaAaavr 
Mt iaaaaa r a Nararaa. 


taiaiaaiai MaiMai minamMai 
•taiMatan, Mr. N. i. 

Tata, Malar B a a a ra l Mfray. 
T M aa t aa , Hr. N. W. 


T l iaw ipa a a , Mr. W. N, 
Travara, Mr. W. L. 
Warriawartli, Mr. W. 0, 


Mr. PRESIOtNTt Before I announce the result of the divisioii, I 
should like to repeat my wariiini^ t« the i^ntlemen in the galleries 
that they are prohibited from making any demonstration when the 
result is given out. 

The Ayes lieing 62 and the Noes .59, the motion was carried. 


AilliHirfiiiiMiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
27th lebrunry, 1929, at the Tow'n Flail, Calcutta. 
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of tlM Biiigil LigMallvt Cm in ii mmiiiIM iinOir tOi 
provitloiit of tho Oo w ir im i nt tf loOla A«t 

Thk (\>ui»<‘il met in tlw* (\miivil Chamber in (he IWu Hall, 
Caicnttn, ou Wednenday, the L^th Fehniar>% 1929, at 2-t10 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the Presideiil <the lloirble Hua M\.vm\MIA Nath Rkx 
(’iiAruHCHi, of Santosh), in the (’hair, the four Hon'hle Members of 
the Exeeutive ConiKil, uiitl 72 iioiiiinated ami eleetefl meml»erf». 


Obituary rafaranot. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (feiitiemen, ae have to iiioinn the muI Iomh, 
in the prime «»f his life, of the late flon’ble Mr. Justiee Hiila^rt Ehilip 
Duval. U.A., M..M. (Cantab.), t.i.ic., i.r., tlbir.-at-luw), who diod in 
Ixmdon on the 25th instant. Mr. Duval wo^ a meml>er of the Indian 
Civil Service and served with eonspiruous HUeeess in several districti 
of both <dd and n<^ Hen^ral from 189(1 onwamU, !fe wtm for a tima 
Deputy (*hairinun of the ('ulcuttu (\)rj>ora(ioii. He wa** also a 
ineniWr of thi.s Couru il under the old constitution in HUb, 1918 and 
1919 and of the (’ouncil under the present eoiiHtitution in 1921. Ul22 
and D12d. He was Superintendent and Heinemhrwneer of l^egttl 
Affairs aiul Seeretarv to the ( to\eritineitt of Ben^'u) in the Judicial 
Department and was tin a time in the (yoveiniiient India, 
lative Department. In 1924 and 1925, Mr, Duval was a iiiemlier of 
(he Indian lii^Ki'^bitive AsHenibly and was a I’o-opted memlier of the 
Ciyil Justice ('Amimittee. He served on the IWoich of the t'alcutta 
Hiffh Court ill an officiattnir capuciiv in 1924 and 1927) ami waa 
apjjointed {>eriiiaiientl> a* a puisne Judire in I92(». He was made a 
C.I.K. in 1924 in recofrnition «d his valuable services. Oaiiiff u> 
failinff health Mr. Duval left India early in Janiiar>, 1928, on leave 
preparatory to letirement. ft was a chaiwterist ir of the lata 
Mr, Duval that he assoi-iateil himself w holehearteiUy with the intereata 
of the |>eople of Hen^l whose welfare he always emleavoiiied to 
promote aisr'^mltnfr to the lijrht that was in him. A man of fine 

intellect, with a sound knowleii^ of law. j>oMiu«v«iii^ a chaiiiiing 
peraonality, acTeeeihle to high and low alike, an ornament to the 
Indian Civil Service to which he belonged, Bengal is |wiorer by tba 
loM of an officer of his calibre. 
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giTESTroNs. 


[27th Ke». 


With yrMir {N»rniiMMion, fr<‘*»*^<**'*<‘*»* ^ projwwe to convey the 8ym|>athy 
'of the Houee with the ftunily of the tleceaMcl. 1 now reqoiitt fmk, 
^ntleineii, to ehow your reepecd tu the memory' of the deceaAed 
Kenlleniftii hv kindly riMin^ in your placeH. 

(All Hie nieiiil>e)N roM« in their HeatH.) 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Thank y«m, prentlomen. The Seci'etury will 

plrHHe lake the UMUal action. 


SUrrtd QuMlkint 

(U whioli nral mmmmt wm% givtn). 

Miffiitltriai offloart in Ohiaf Saorttary*t Ollloa. 

*W* Kaii EMDAOUL HDQUE: in) VV’^ill the Jlon’lde Meinlier in 
chai'fiipe of the Political Depuiitiieni l»e pleaKed to .state whether it is a 
fa<*t that oi<lers have recentlx l>eeii pan.^nl dehaniu^ the ministerial 
othcers ot the office of the (’hief Sec retaix troni applying fo? any outside 
jMtsts ? 

[h) If tlie answer to (o) ih m the attinnatixe will the Uon’hle Mem* 
l>er W pleased to state — 

it) the reawins for such orders; and 

iii) the circu instances undei which such oidei'* were passed ^ 

((') ill the lloii Ide MeinlH^i lu* jdea^ed to state xxhetliei it is in the 
X'onteiuplat ion of the (iovei ninent to ^ixe -«peci(i] pi'os|>ects to the luinis* 
terial ofHcei-'* of the saiil office ^ 

MBMRER in ohargt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha Han^Ma 
Mf» A« N« MolMHy): to) No such ireneral orilei's have fwn tasuMod, 
hut ill tw'<» coaoM rf*<*entlx ap{dications to applx for outside ]Kmts have 
been refused. 

(/») The applications were tefiised in the interest.s (»f the d«{>art- 
lueiit. 

(c) 1 he proK|MHitii in the office are known to miniaiarial o^wrw wImmu 
ib«> join it. ApiNiiutuieiil U» outside ]M>sts is not among tham Mwl 
Government iki not pro|Nitw to f*om}iensate clerks who are not permittad 
to apjdy for .such (Kwttii. 

NACENflUEA NATH SEN: AN ill the Hofi*hle Mem bar be 
(deasetl t<i state wheibet any .sttch ordei's weiie |iaiiaed in raapact iM 
iion-uiinisteiiul officers 



1 «.] QrE8TI0N8. m 

Tilt Htli*bli Mr* A« M* MOBCRLY: I Kubmit, Sir, that thui doaa 
not out of the queMion or the ani^wer. 

Rfijilt NACENORA RATH SEN* Will the Huirhle Member 
kindly state whether the «>rders |ma<ted in the case of the two {mrtioular 
a^isistants ui-e intende<t to act a** preiedentn in future P 

Moil*llit Mfi A» N« MORERLYs That in a mutter of opinion. 

trijiit NACENORA NATH SEN: Will the Him’hle MemWi l»e 
pleased to state whether the two uAsistaiits have rendered ralmible 
services to the de|)artuient P 

Tim Hon’bH Mr. A. N* MOBERLYs That also is a mutter of 

opinion. 

Brijut NACENORA NATH BEN: Will the Hon'ble MemWr l>e 
]»leaHe<l to state whether the assistants <*oncet'ne<} art* f'pper Division 
o! Lowet Division assistaiitsp 

Th6 Hofl*l|lt Mr* A* N* MOBERI.Y: I aaiit fresh notice. 

Brijut NACENORA NATH BEN: With refeience to aiisuer (r), 
Mill the Hou lde Memlier he pleuMed t4i state whether it is an offence 
tor a junior assistant to apply for |M»sts of which he hud no knowledge 
at the time he enteieil i»ervi4*eP 

TM Hou’Mt Mr* A* N* MOBBRLY: h is not an offence untlar 
.in> H{HM’iiil or lo4’at lae , or under tin* iViial ('(hIc, as far as 1 am 
awaic. 

Brijut NACENORA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’hle Memlier W 
pleased to state in what way the interests of the State would have 
suffered if |ierinission were given to these ussislaiits to apply for out- 
side jHistsp 

TIm Huft*bla Mfa Am N* MOBBRLY: CoiiNideriiig that thaae 
officers have been ttuiiied in the (ieparimeni and have accpured mmm 
knowleflge of the W 4 >rking of the department, it is in the intereal tif 
tbe defiaiimeiit that they should go on w<»rkiiig there. 


BBrvfY mnI MttiMMiit UMN'Ii lu BiulBu* 

*§4. BNHt ROMBB CHANORA BAGONIt (a) Will the Hon'Me 
Muuibtr in eharfre of the Defairtniaul of Rerenii# be pleaued to atate 
the reeult of aerial sunrey in the diulriet of MaldaP 
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QUESTIONS. 


[27th Feu. 


(h) Is it n fact that the attem|H has been a failui-e? 

(<?) How murh of the reiiiiiiieration originally sanctioned has actually 
been paid to the survey comjmny? 

(d) If the answer to (//) is in the atfimiative, are the Oovermnent 
considering the desiruliility of calling up<in the said company to refxind 
the amount actually drawn by it I' 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Meiii)»er be pleased to state when the survey and 
settlement work of the district Malda will actually commence? 

MEMBER in oharga at DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (tho 
Hon^bla Sir Provash Chuntfaf Mittaf)* (a) The Air Survey Company 

failed to pii»vide acniratp iiiuph within the time allovted and the 
contract has l»eeu caiicelleil. 

(ft) ^ CM, hitherto, but koiiic iiuipM prepared by iieM' imMhods will la* 
tested Mliortl\ , 

(c) H., i,(i;t.iim. 

(d) Ye«. 

(e) Tiaverse Mn\e\ hav In'guii, ami suney and Mtlleineiit will 
begin in <)cfolM»r next. 


•uMiviiional Offloar and SiilHDi|Nity Magistrata of dangipur. 


*S5. BabuSURENDRA NATH BISWAS: io) Will the Hon bJe 

Meinlter in cliaige of the A]>iMMntment Department In* pleaned to state 
whether it is a fact that Hnbu rhiiiu Chandra Gui>ta. the Subdivi- 
sions! Officer of Jangipur, in the district of Murshidabtid. prosecuteil 
one Kasem Sheikh undei the Motor Vehicles Act? 

(I*) h It a fa( t that he eventually transferred the case to the file of 
Babu Nngeiidra Xatli MHr.umdar, u Sul>-]>eputv Magistrate of the same 
court? 

(c) Is it a fact that while the case was under trial, the Subtlivisioual 
«)flicer tried to influence the trying Sub-Deimty Magistrate to punish 
the Sttul aceuswi and «usi>end his licence, and that in his attempt to 
do so, the former wix»te a letter to the latter under date I8th April, 

1S2B? ' 


(d) Is it a fact that the trying Sul>.l)eputy Magistrate resented the 
action of the Subdivisional Officer. 

(e) Is it a fact that the trying Magistrate observed in his judgment 
IB the said case that the said Subdivisional Officer allowed his Zfd to 
overstep the calm andt^peai^fu] etiuiltbrium of his mind? 

(/} Is it a fa<‘t that soon after the passing of the said judgment^ 
the said Sub-Deputy Magistrate was transferriHl from Jangipur? 
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(g) Have the Government taken any J«tep in the matterf If not* 
why not? 

MEMBEII in ntiargn of AEPOIMTMENT DEEARTIIENT (Hm 
Mr. A. N. Moborty): (a) Tes. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) No. Before the prosecution staite<K the SuUlivisiounI Otticor and 
the 8 ub-]>oputy Majii^istrate had had u dtscuHsion ulmut the law and 
rules on the subject, and in conse<iuence of a (luesHon addressed by the 
Sub-Deputy Mapfistrate to the SulKlivisional Officer, a n'ference was made 
to the Senior Deputy Mai^istrate at headquarters who was in charge of 
the Motor Vehirles Depart nieitt. The r<*ply came l>efore fhe prosecu- 
ti(»n hajf been naiu't toned, and the case had l>een made over to the Sul»- 
Ifepnty Magistrate for trial, and the Sulnlivisional Officer directed the 
letters tt> Im» filed with the record, laiter, when dealing with office 
< orrespondeiicc, he fouiol the letters had iic»t l)een filed with the- 
record as ordered In hint. He again ordered them to Ih^ filed with 
the record and sent a n<»te to the Suf>-Deputy Magistrate drawing bis 
attention to the answers gi\en to the question originally asked by him. 

id) and <e) In his judgment the Sul>-Deputy Magistrate made 
various uncalled tor and unjustifiable c<imments and (riticisms on 
various fitfic'ers, includnig the Sulwlivisicuial l>tficer among which was 
the remark (pioted in (< ). 

if) Ves, hut the orders of transfer were pas‘»ed by the ('ommissioner 
for reasons entirely unconne<‘ted with this case, of w’hi«h the (Commis- 
sioner had no knowledge at the time he passerl the orders. 

(ff) No. 'Fhey de<‘ided that no action was necessary. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA CUPTAs Is the Hon'hle Member 
aware that the judgment of the Siib-I)eputy Magistrate clearly sbowa 
that be wa-s never consulted, nor had he any dimusHiou about thia 
prosecmticm ? 

TIm Hofi’bM Mr. A. N. MOEERLY; I do not think that the 
judgment deals or could deal with private <*011 venations which took 
place before the proswuition was started, 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that the judgment clearly state* that as the Biibdirirional Magiatrate 
waa not iMssted to try caiM« under the Motor Vehidee Act, he ponaibly 
consulted the District Magistrate? I have a copy of that judgment 
with me (shows it to the Hon^ble Member) which also contains the 
facsimile of the remarks of the Magistrate 
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Tka Man'Ma Mr. A. N. MOAMLY: 1 take my friend’s word 

for it, 

Mr. ^OCStH OHANORA QURTAs If that k ao, will the Hos'ble 
to make further iuquiriei^ whether it w»h praper 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is 11 rec|uest ff>r action. 

Mr. ilOCESN CHANDRA CUPTA: All liKlit. Sir. I will moiliiy 
it. Wiil the Hotrhle Metiil»et in the lig:ht of these fu(‘ts that have 
just l>eeii hiYiught to his notice kiinlly make a further inquiry into 
the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does ni>t improve matters; it is af|aio 
.a re(|ueHt for luditm. 

Mr. aOCESN CHANDRA CUPTA: Very well. Sir. 1 will put it 
unother way. Will the Hou'hle Member be pleaaed to ('onsider the 
ilenirahility of Heeiii^r that there is no inteifereuce with sul»ordinate 
Muifitiltwtes by SubdiviMional ttHicetw? 

Tht Htfi'bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. If the sugfrestion i.s that 
this wan a case of interference, I uui afraid I <’anuot agree. 

Sri|llt NACSNDRA NATH SEN: With referem^e to uoswem {d) 
luid tr), will the Ilfin'lde MewU*!* lie pleased to state whMher the 
expresnion ** uncalled fm and iinjuNliKahle coinuieuts *’ is his own, 
-or is the expresKion of the Appellate f’ourt. with reference to the 
conduct of the Sub-Deputy MagistraiteJ^ 

Til# HOflHNt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (Vrtiiinl> they are my own 

^vords. 


BiiBdIvisimi OfiMr tl ^anf^piir. 

*SS. BMmi BURENDRA NATH BitWAB: in) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Appointroriit Depwiaieiit be ploaatd to aUte 
whtihar it ia a fact that Babu C'haru Chandra Uupta, Subdiviiioiial 
O0k)er of Jaiigipilr, atartecl funds at Jangtpur, such m th« AgriculUira 
Fund, the Scarcity Fund, ate.? 

(b) la it a fact that he realiaed motiiea from the puhtic without 
iriving receipt therefor? 
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(c) Is it a fact tiiat the Commisaioiiar of tk# Prosidoooj Otnaioii 
and the District Magristrate of Miirshidahad held inquiries into the 
actions of the Subdivisional OtBcerP 

(d) Is it a fact that the Subdi visional Officer (Xjuld not show to the 
inquiring offii^ers counterfoils of receipt?* of monies and vouc^hen of 
expenditure? 

«r) Is it ii fact that a deputation of a few nominate<i meml>ei‘s of 
Iwal iKKlies went to the CommiKHioner with a typed repivsentation, 
sup()orting the said Sitlxli visional Officer? 

(f) Is it a fact that the said represent at it»ii was tyi»e<i with a typa- 
wiiier of the Sulnli visional Otficer’s Tourt? 

<//) Is it a fact that the (’(»minissioner questioned the hona fid^i of 
the said deputation? 

t/i) Have the (ioveiitrnent t}ikeiu or do they intend to take, any 
a«Tion in the matter? 

Tba Mr. tL N. MOBiBLY: (a) Yes 

^h) The District Magistrate rejKirts that there was no pro|KM system 
cl giving receipts, hut that he has ordered that serially numbered 
rcMcipts should In* given iii future, and that suhsi-ription lists should 
he published. 

M‘) Yes. 

uf) S4»e ih) above. 

<e) The Di.strict Magistrate rejairts that the deputation which waited 
tui the Csimuiissioner was very represiMitutive. Two memoritils were 
presenteii, one of which was ty(»ed, 

'/) (foveniment have ik? information oii the |M>int, 

ff) No. 

(h) No. 


Cram af aaiiMiittiofit ta Uit fMaadari mid eaiirt SUIT of tha Caurt at 
•mall Cauaati Oalaiitta. 

•«7. BMv MTINOIIA NATH CHAKNABUNTTYf (a) U tke 

Hon ’hie Member in chargi* of the Judicial De)iarttnent aware that tke 
i^vmmifHiiotis, issued by the civil courts outside the Presidency of Bengml, 
to the Presidency Small Cause Ckmii, Calcutta, are executed by tb« 
bench clerks and interi>reiers of the said Court f 
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(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the bench clerks and interpreters received the fees for 
executing’ the said commissions; 

(ii) if MO, for how long has this jiractice been going on ; and 

(Hi) what aniountH have l)een received by these clerks and inter- 
preters as fees during the last three years, i.c., 1926, 1927 
and 1928V 

(c) 1 h the Hon’ble Member aware that under the Resolution of the 
Home Department, No. 10/ 1101-1 lid of 21st July, 1875, fees for com- 
missions executed by the paid clerks of the courts are to be received 
not Ity the clerks hut by the Government? 

(d) If so, is not the practite [»re valent in the (Calcutta Presidency 
Small ('ause ('ourt in ((uitravention of the said resolution of the Home 
Depaiiment ? 

(c) If so, wliJit "teps, if aii\ . do they intcn<l to take in this matter? 

MEMBER in ohargt of aUDiOIAL DEPARTMENT (tiM Hofi’bM 
Mr. A. N. Mobw^ly): (a) ('oil! missions issued from the civil courts 
outside the Presidency of Dengul are generally executed by the pleaders 
of this PouH. It is seldom and under special cinmmstances that a 
commission is exwuted hy hench clerks or interpreters of this Court. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(ft) For nearly tifty years roiniiiissions used to Ih‘ gi\eii (»iily to the 
bench clerks and intetpreters. The practice has been discx)ntinued 
since the amendineiit of Rule 112 of Utiles of Practice in May, 1925. 

(Hi) There is no record of fees paid direet to the Commissioners, hut 
the amounts drawn by the l>en«h clerks and interpreters through this 
Cfiiirt as ('oininis'».ionc‘r’s fees are as follows: — 



Rs. 

A. 

In 1926 

14 

0 

In 1927 

... 286 

0 

In \m 

... 276 

8 


(r) The resolution refers to judicial officers and work done in their 
official c‘apacit.y. (''otiiniissicins are given to clerks and interpreters 
under the rules made by the HotPhle High Court under section 9 of 
the Presidency Small Courts Act, and these rules do not provide that the 
few received should be paid to the Government. 

(d) No. 

(e) The ciuestiou does not arise. 
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Nmi irt itytin «l tN NaiigiNir DIttHol BuHL 

*U. Maulvi KA8IRUDDIN AHAMADs (a) Will the Hon'ble Mem. 
her in charge of the Department of Loral Self-Goverimient be pleaaed to 
state whether some of the IxKal Hoards of the Rungpur distrirt have 
recently elected members for the District Board? 

(b) WhfMi the District Bfmrd likely to la* re<‘Oiistitute<l? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL tELP-COV- 
ERNMENT (tho Hon’blo Sir Provasli CNumior Mittor): (a) It is 

not a fact that some of the Lts'nl Ihmrds have re<*ently elected members 
for the District Hoard. The (Misition at the beginning of February 
was this, only the eliMtion of ineiiilierK to the IwK'nl Honnls of Sadar, 
Kurigrani, Nilphamnri and GaRxiudhii snhdiviMions. excepting one 
thana, vis., Gobindaganj police-station wh* i»ver. The idection of tho 
Gobindaganj police-stailon whj* due to come off on 11th February, 
1929. 

(h) Hy the middle of 1929 provided, <»f roui'sc, the progress of tho 
work is not (thstructed hv any civil pr<M*ee<lingR. 


Water hyaetntli. 

Maliaraj Kumar SRIi CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 
Hon ’hie MemWr in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
In<lustries be pleased to state how much has l>een sjamt on conferences 
for enidicatiiig the water hyiwinth pest in Bengal? 

ih) What sum has been «i»ent on research work on it? 

(c) Do the tlovemmerif pn»jK»se t4» do anything further in the 
matter.^ 

MEMBER in oliargo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE aiM 
INDUBTRIEB (tho Hon«Mo NawBh Bahadur Baiyid NawMi All 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari): (a) Rs. 1,265. In addition, 
a sum of R«. 2,479-7 was sjient on the (Wimittee under the Chair- 
manship of Sir J. C. Hos 4 * appointeil in pursuunce of n Council liosolu- 
tion. 

(b) Rs. 7,000. 

(e) It is not oontomplatod to take any action in tho matUr at the 
prosont momont. 

Mr. dOCiiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’blo Monibor 
lOfnidiato tho position takon up hy the two prenous Miaistain that 
they would welcome a Bill with regard to water hyacinth f 
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ins HtiinMi NmmIi eilMNliir SAIYID NAWAi ALI OHAU. 
OHURIf Khan Bahadur, af Dhanbari: No. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
(bat the quentioiier, in purKuant?e of a request from the Treasury 
Benches, has already fraineil and submitted a Bill for dealing with 
wafer hywdiithy 

TN Hon’Ma NawNi Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Yes. It is now being con- 
sidered in the department. 

Mr. JOCEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member 
he pleased to consider the ilralt Bill that has been submitted nt the 
earliest o]»|MM‘t unity ? 

Thf Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Yes. 

p.in. 

Mr. 40GESH CHANDRA GUPTA: AVili the Hon ble Memlnr 
consider the desirabilitN of diMutssing the Hill witlnmt any further 
loss »>f tiniey 

Thf Hon’blf Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: [ have already said that the 
Bill is now l>eing examined in the department. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Meml>er l>e 
pleased to state on what objei t and in what year Its. referted 

to in answer to), was spent y 

Tbo Hon*blo Nawab Babadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, ICIiafi BSbadur, af DhaidNui: The sum was si>ent <m expenom 

ill coiine<tiou with a (Conference held in July. 1927, at Dacca. U 
re|>re8ents (he travelling nllowum^e of the gentlemen attending the 
Onfereinv. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Was that in 1927 f 

Thf Hoit*bla Nawdb Babadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Yes, I have already said 
that. 

dOClBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Do the Go^nment propoao 
to abide by the decisions arriTed at at that Conferenoef 
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fiN Umfm UMhir SAIYID MAWAA ALI OftAU*- 

DlUfAlt KMr BiiiiiMfi 0f OkaiiAiris I kuve already said, Sir, tluil 
the Bill is now bein^f examined in the de{Mirtment, and after the 
exaay nation Goxwnwaent will f-onnider the qneiitiou. 

Mr* dOCCBH CHANDRA CURTA: I am not aakiiig about the 
Bill. My question was: Do the Govern tiieiit }>ro]H)ee t^) abide by 
the itefisfons arrived at at that (^onferenre, or will they back on 
themf ’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Ilturble Member has replinl that the 
matter is still under the (onsidemtion of Government, thoufth ho 
Could not make his j>oint quite clear. 

triJut NACENORA NATH SENt AVill the Hoirhle Member be 
plegMed to state whether any tiione\ was s|M*nt in I92?ty 

The HMi'hle NawM» Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: 1 m ust ask for fresh notico 

I have to inquire. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Goverument consider 
the desirability of diveilinjf the ^alaiy of the Ministers to the j>roblera 
of eratlicatinp water hyacinth!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Mauivi KADER BAKBH: Will the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleoeed 
to stale what amount out of this Ks. T.IKHI, mentioneil in answer (h), 
was sjieni in eac h Division y 

Tha Hon*hla Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: This uuioiint of Hs, 7,(KX> 

was made over to Dr, Hriihl foi’ leseaieh work. 


Unalarrad Quattiont 

( anww i to whieh won laid on tho tablo). 

Byolom of olooUon ill Diatriot Btardi of MaMa and daiiMigttri. 

SB. Bdbu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) U the Honlde Mem- 
ber in charjre of the Deiiartmeiit of f/a-al Self-Government aware that 
this Council adopted a resolution on the 0 th I)ec‘erober, 1925 , recom- 
wendinir atepii to introduce the system of election in tboee Dietnct 
Bfuirds in which that ly’stem has not yet been introduced f 



112 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Fe8. 


(b) h it a fact that th^ Dintrict Boards of Malda and JalpaiiTun 
are the only District Boards in the Province which are not oonstitnted 
by clecitioiiJ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that since the resolution was accepted by the Council, 
Union Boards have been established in the district of Malda P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble MemW be pleased to state — 

(i) the reawin why the District Board of Malda has not as yet 
l»een brought on elective basis ; and 

(it) what further steps have the (government taken after Septem- 
l)er, 11)27. to introduce elective system in the Jalpaiguri 
Disfrict Hoard? 

Tha HOfi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(h) Yes, except that three meinWrs of the Jaljmiguri District Board 
nre elected by the Alipur Duars Ix»cal Board. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) There are no sul>di visions in Malda, and it has not been 
decided yet in what units of area Tx^cal Boanls should W established. 
'Government are awaiting proposals from the Commissioner. 

(u) The elective system is alr(‘ady partially in force in the Jalpai- 
guri District Ihmrd. Pro|>o8als for the establishment of certain Union 
Boards and a Ix>cal Hoard in a part of the Sadar sulKli vision of tTulpai> 
guri district which are necessary’ preliminaries to the extension of the 
-elective system tire under the consideration of (iou*rnment. 


Crant of oommittions to ploodort aiui tho boneh elork of INo Court of 
imoil Cautot, Caloutta. 

49. Mr. tATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOtH MAULIK: {a) Will 
the HotCbie Meiiil>er m charge of the Judicial IVpartment lie pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the year 11)27-28 — 

(i) the nuinWr of commissions w-hich came up to the Small Cause 
(’ourt of (^alcutta fn)m outside to take down . evidence of 
witnesses and parties; 

(it) the number given to the pleaders practising in the said Oitti ; 
titi) the numlwr of such commissions executed by the bench derk 
of (he Chief Judge of Presidency Small CauM Court; 

(it?) how much fees did he receive for such executions; and 

<i?) how much fees were reoeived by the pleaders of the Small 
Cause Court of Calcutta? 
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(5) Will the Hon'ble Member be pietaed to etste whether «uoh 
eomnuBaions are given to the bench clerk in preference to the pleadertf 
If so. why? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) (i) 426. 

(ft) 366. 

(ffO 34. 

(tr) Ra. 685-10 fn)iu the Court. No account is kept of the fee® jjaid 
direct to him. 

(v) Be. 6,254-4 from the Coui-t. No account is kept of the fee* paid 
direct to the pleaders. 

(b) Commissions are given to the Chief Inter^^reter who is also the 
bench clerk when they are in a vernacular with which no pleader who is 
willing to execute commissions is familiar or when there are special 
reasons for doing so. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

45—Stip6rftnnuatiofi allowiiicts and patisiaiii. 

45A— Commutation of panaiont Snanood from ordinary rtvanua. 

60B— Dommutod valuo of ponaions not charged to rtvanuo. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hofi’Mi 
Mr. A. Marr): Mr. PresidenI, Sir, on the ie<’oiiimendution of liis 
Excellency the (iovernor, 1 heg to move that a sum of Hh. 4,24,000 
be granted for expenditure undei the heads “ 45 - SujMiiannuution allow- 
ances and [tensions/’ “ 45A- (’ommutaiion of pensions financed from 
ordinary revenue ” and “ GOB — Commuted value of [>ensions not 
charged to revenue.” 

This exj>endituie i« ext»ected to l>e incurred during the current 
year. Details have been given in a memorandum which has Wu 
circulated to all members of this Houiw*. I neeil only refer to the 
outstanding |>oints in the inemoranduin. This excess, this year, falls 
under two heads, namely, ” 4-V--8uperanniiation allowances and 
pensions ” and ” 45A — Comniutation of pensiims financed from ordin- 
ary revenue.” 

It will be seen from the memorandum that we estimated, at the 
begtiming of the year, for a sura of Hs. €2, 15,000 under this head. 
When we ezanifi^ the 9 months’ figures, we found that the acti^ 
wxpenditiire during these months smoUnted to Its. 36 lakhs. On thit 

3 
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boBis, a iurtber expenditure of Re. 12 lakhs would be anticipated 
during the next 3 months, that is to say, a gross expenditure of Rs. 47 
lakhs is anticipated. Against this, however, we expect certain adjust- 
ments amounting io Us. lakhs, and, therefore, the total estimated 
expenditure for the current year is Rs. 43,30,000, which gives, as will 
be seen on the beck of the memorandum, an expected excess of 
Ri«. 1,15,000. 

Then as regards the head “ 45 A — Commutation of pensions 
financed from ordinary revenue,” the charges for this province amount 
to Its. 2,tK),000, and the charges payable to other provinces in respect 
of Bengal pensioners, who elect to draw their pensions in those pro- 
vinces, are also included. These amounts vary from year to year 
and cannot be mcurately estimated. In this matter we have not only 
taken into account our own estimates, but also the estimates of Accounts 
Officers of other provinces. In accordance with the latest estimates 
of Aieounts Officers of other provinces, the amount payable to other 
GovernmentH in lump for Bengal pensioners transferred to those pro- 
vinces is Rs, 8,G2,(MK), and the amount payable to Bengal by those 
provinces for their pensioners located here is estimated at Rs. 3,73,000, 
with the net result that this year’s expenditure under this head ib 
estimated at Its, 7,10,0(K1 as against Its. ti,38,(K)0 adjusted last vear. 
This increase is partly due t<» a new arrangement in act’ounts. In 
this matter of adjustment <»f pensions paid in (»ne pro\ince to pen- 
sioners coming from othei provinces, the period has l)een changed 
from 1st Decern lH»r -JKHh Noveralwr, to the period of the financial 
year, i.c., 1st April — Mist March. That means that this year we 
■hall have to meet expenditure for 10 months instead of 12 mouths. 
That accounts for part of the increase, and it also means that ve shall 
have smaller expenditure next year. 

Inking these twe heads t(»gi*thei. we expect an excess of Rs. 1,15,000 
under the head *' 45- Su]ierttnnuation allowances and j»ensioDs " and 
Rs 3,09, 0(K1 under the head “ 45 — (5>niiiiutation of peitsiona 
financed from ordinary revenue.” or a t<»t:il of Hs. 4,24.(KKI. 

I miw move that this ex|>etiditure be sanctioned. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


aiMl Prlntiiii. 

Tilt Htn^Mt Mr. A* MAIIIIS Mr. Pre«ideiit, Sir, on the recom* 
mtndation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg io move that a sum 
of Rs. 15,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ” 46— 
Stationery and Printing.” 

A memorandum has been circulated in this case also, axplainiag 
the heads under which this excess expenditure it expected, but it doet 
not give the full details. I now propose to explain io the Houit 
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h&w this figure of Rs. J5,000 has been arrived at. The first item for 
cmisi deration is the Press Depreciation Fund. Members of this ITonsa 
will remember that a portion of our balances is earmarked as a PreM 
Depreciation Fund, for which we have to set apart a certain sum 
every year. When the estimates for the present year were framed, 
we set aside Rs. 1,09,000. We are no^* told by our Accounts Officers 
that that sum will have to be raised to Rs. 1/27,000, which means an 
excess expenditure of Rs. 18,000. I must explain to the House that 
this is not actual expenditure. This sum of Rs. 1,27,000 will be 
transferred from General Revenues to the eanuarked portion of our 
balances. This will mean that our earmarked balances will be in- 
creased by Rs. 1,27,000 instead of Rs. 1,09,000. 

The next item deals with printing work which we expet'ted to have 
to do for the Government of India, and for which we expe<'ted a corres- 
ponding recovery in the shape of a. deduct entry. The rontroller of 
Printing undei the Government of India told us in the Wginning of 
the year that on n< count of the work expected to be allotted by the 
Government of India to us. we would recover Rs. 17,000 ns a deduct 
entry. He now telln ns that there will be far less printing work than 
was expected, and he only expects a dedtict entry of .’l.tMIO; that 
is to say. the deduct entry will W less by Rs. 14,000. Tln-i is the 
se(‘ond item in the account. 

The third item i.s the co«t of paper for forms ill connection with 
the transmission of landlords tees necessitated by the amended Bengal 
Tenancy Act. That Act comes into force on the Isl April, 1929, and 
it will be necessaiy for the Forms Department to get to work at once 
in order to have suflicient forms ready for the work to liegin on that 
date. The expenditure for these forms is estimated to be Rs. 11,000, 
and the cost of transmitting them to the different centres is estimated 
at Rs. 500. This gives a sum of Rs. 11,500. 

Now, if these three items are added together, we arrive at an 
eaiimated excess expenditure of Rs. 4»1,W)0. Against this we shall 
have savings amounting to Rs. 28,500. This leaves us a net balance 
of Rs. 15.000. for which I now ask the sanction of the Council. 

Mr. D. M. ROYS Sir, having regard to the explanation given by 
the Hon’ble Member, I do not wish to move the motion standing 
against my name. 

The following motion was not moved: — 

Mr. D. N. ROY I That the demand of Rs. 15,000 under the head 
* 4g — Stationery and Printing * he reduced by Rs. 14,500.*' 

The motion that a snm of Rs. 15,000 be granted for expendihure 
under the head " 46 — Stationery and Printing ’* was then pnt and 
agreed to. 
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COVERNMENT BILL. 


Tht ProtMtiM of Mubamniadm Pilgriim (Bonsol flmiiiilnmiH 
Bill, 1929. 

MEMBER in ofim^go of HAJ PILGRIMAGE (ti« HwPMo Nnmli 
BalMdur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khm BalMdur, of 
OllMlMri): I ()eg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Protection of Muhammadan Pilgrims Act, 1896. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

'J’he Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

Tho Hon'Ut Nawali Bahoilur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khm Bahadur, of Dhmbari; I beg to move that the *aid 
ill 11 lie taken into conBi derat ion. 

Sir, in moving that this Bill be taken into consideration by the 
Council I have little to add to what has been said in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. As stated there, the re-opening of the port of 
Calcutta for pilgrim traffic has not been followed by the use of the 
port by pilgrims from Bengal, Assam and Bihar to the extent antici- 
pated; in fact thi.s year it has not yet been j-oesible to arrange for 
iM^Hhing a pii|^rim ship at Calcutta. Government were informed that 
muiillems or pilgrim guides used their influence to divert pilgrims to 
Bombay, even preventing them from passing through ('alcutta by 
taking them cm Saihati. and that the apparent uniKiimlarity o't 
Calcutta ns » port of emtiarkotion was largely due to the propaganda 
carried on by them. Pilgrims from this part of India have thus bo*n 
•leprived of the advantages which they would enjoy by having a port 
of emltarkatiou near their homes and have had to go to Bombay where, 
strangers, ignorant of the language spoken there, they are liable to 
become the victim of persons who are only too ready to exploit their 
Ignorance and helplessness, and whore they experience difficulty in 
getting suitable accommodation. Government trust that the power 
which this Bill, if passed, will give them will enable them to secure 
Jiuch a measure of .-ontrol over muallems that any penon will be pre- 
vented from acting as a guide who, by unfair and deceitful mathode— 
for example spreading false rumours about cheap fares from Bombav 
or the unsuitability of ships intended to sail from Calcutta, diverts 
iMlgnms from CalcutU. 

I wish to make it clear, however, that Government want to be in a 
■T**?***? ♦« cohtnd muallems not only in the interests of Calcutta as a 
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|fuallem« exercist* great iafluenc'e over these {MlgriuiH and havtf 
irai|iMitly exerciaed tliat mfluence in a direciion opposed to the wiehee 
of Pilgrim Departmenta in India. It was reported that this wa» 
espeoiall}^ noticeable in Bombay in 1927 when the Pilgrim Department 
there doeired the pilgrims for their own good to do anything that did 
not of itself appeal to them. On the other hand, these muallems fre- 
quently fleece their clients and flagrantly abuse the trust placed in 
them, but it is difiBcult to bring them within (he 8cuj>e of the criminal 
law. The Hedja* authorities have recently tightene<l up their control 
over pilgrim guides and the British consular officers there can help by 
refusing visM to those of them against whom complaints have been 
made by pilgrims and it therefore seems desirable (hat we in India 
should also take steps to control the activities of the muallems. 

It is proposed that we should do so by providing that no ]>«rson shall 
act as a inuallem without u licence which will Ih‘ liable to levociition 
in the event of the mislwhaviour of (he lic‘ensee. As indicated in the 
Statement of Objwts and ReaHons advantage has Wn taken of (he 
ojiportunity offered by the presentation of this Bill to propose the 
c'ancellation of certain sections of the old Act of 1890, which the Indian 
Merchant Shipping Act has rendered unnecessary. The prof>osed secv 
tion 6A, limiting the amount of coinmi.ssion whic h may b<> received hy 
brr>ker8, is on the lines of secticui 0 (u) of the Bombay Act. 

I now beg to move that (he Bill be taken into consideration by the 
Council, and I trust that it will meet with the approval of the House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Thg Ntwab BglMdur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 

DHURI, Khui Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I Wg to move that the Pnitoc- 
tion of Muhammadan Pilgrims fBengal Amendment) Bill, 192fl, lie 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adloummaiit 

The Council was then adjourned till p.m., on Thursday, th# 
28tb Februan\ 1929, at the Town Hall, Oalrntta. 
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PrMtMlIngi Urn Bfiigal Ltgislativ# Counoll aiSMliM imte 
tht firatfliiofii of the Covorimiont of Indii Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 28th February, 1929, at 2-30 p.m. 

Preiont: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Makmatha Nath 
Ray CiiAUDnuHi, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Membeis 
of the Executive Council, and 76 nominated and elected members. 


ttarrod Quostiofii 

(to which oral answers wore given). 

Bahu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, may 1 have 

your }>enni8sion to ask a question on hhort notice, of the Hon’ble the 
llevcnue Member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ohakravarti, you have my permiasion to do 
so, iKTuuse I have already admitted your question on short notice with 
the consent of the Hon'ble Memlw'r concerned. 

Babu dOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: My question is as 

follows ; — 

*59A. (a) Will the Iloirble Member for I>and Revenue be 

pleased to state whether any date, and, if so. what date has been 
ap])ointed by the l(K‘al Government for the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928? 

ih) When is the date likely to be published? 

MEMBER In oiNWgs of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tho Hon’hio Bir Provash Chmidfr MNIor): (a) By sec- 
tion 6 of the Bengal General Clauses Act, 1899, vii: “ Where any 
Bengjil Act is not expressed to ct>me into oj>eration on a particular 
day, then it shall <'ome into operation on the day on which it is first 
published in the CttJrutta Gazette after having received the assent of 
the Governor-General/* and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act. 1928, being published on 2l»t February, 1929, it came into opera- 
tion on that date. 

(h) The question does not arise. 
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■ate JOCINDRA OHANDRA CHAKRAVARTII May I draw tk« 

attention of the Hon'ble Member to the heading of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act as given in this book (here the member showed a book) which 
states that the Act was published on the 22nd February, 1929. If it 
was published on the 2l8t February as stoted by the Member, how is it 
that the dat« jriven here is 22nd February ? 

The Hoil’M Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MiTTER: PerhajMi my 
friend m referring to a book which was published by the Legislntir* 
Department bringing all the amendments up to date. That book is 
entitled ‘‘Act VIII of 1885— The Bengal Tenancy Act of ISHT)/' That 
is not the amending Act. That is the consolidated Act including 
amendments. Well, as regards the date of application. I have already 
informed the House that the date is the 21st February, 1929. The 
amended Act will l>e separately published shortly, and in that Act, 
under the provisions of section 7 of the Bengal General Clauses Act, tha 
date will be mentioned as it is mentioned in the case of the old Act. 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: My question is, 
how could the Bengal Tenancy Act, as the Government publication 
shows, be modified up to the 22nd February, 1929, when it was pub- 
lished and came into operation on the 21st of Felwuary, 1929? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: This Govern- 
ment publication, as I have already informed the House, is not a pub- 
lication of the amending Act, it is simply a publication for the con- 
venience of the public in which the amending Act has Wn consolidated. 

MaiMvi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to 
state if the rules under the new Bengal Tenancy Act have been framed 
and published? 

Tlia Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: If my friend 

will refer to the CalcMit^a (rozette, he will find that the draft rules have 
been framed and published. 

Maulvf ABUL KASEM: Draft rules? 

Ttia Hafi*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: Under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act draft rules have got to be published first as the 
public have a right to object to them ; when the time for objection 
expires, tbe final rules will be published. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Does not the publication referred to by my friend 
include the amendments? 
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TIM Hofi'blt Sir PROVAiH CHUNDCil IIITTiRl It does. 

Maulvi ABUL KAtEil: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state that if the rules hare not been finally settled, how can the Act 
come into operation? 

The Hofi'bla Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The rules aro 
framed under the Act. There is a provision under which rules can 
be framed, and so they have been framed. They have nothing to do 
with the o|»eration of the Act itscdf. 


Central diaouaaten of the Budget 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I might reiniml memheift that 15 minutes will 
be allotted to each inenilw*!* for general discussion of the Budget. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM* Mr. President, Sir, the Budget under 
dimmssion is, as has often been the case, a tame and stereotyped one. 
ft has hardly any feature that might he de.scrihed as redeeming or 
satisfactory in any considerable sen.se. But for a most unusual wind- 
fall in the shajie of unexpected probate duty, which fortunately came 
to the relief of the Hoii’hle the Finance Member, lie would have to 
tell on this occasion, also, us he and his predecessors in office have told 
on similar (H'casioiis in the past, a doleful tale of financial deficit. 
Since, however, winds that cause such welcome falls very rarely blow 
in this impoverished countr>% the financial prospec'ts of Bengal may be 
said to l>e as gloomy as ever. No administration can function long or 
efficiently that has to draw continuously on its closing balances, which 
are not inexhaustible. Unless, as a rule, the normal income can meet 
the normal exj>euditure, the jwlministration is hound to collapse sooner 
or later. ])esjM?rate steps that might have to be taken when there will 
be no halanc'es to full hack upon, might pn)ve disaatrous for all 
time, and will certainly emlmrrass the future reformed constitution of 
the autonomous provincial Government. 

Sir, it is a matter for soWr consideration tvhether a discus.sioir 
regarding the Budget, such generally takes place in this House, is 
at all worth having. The hon*ble members are no doubt given an 
opportunity once a year to say what they think of the different 
administrative problems affecting the interests of the country. But 
does this produce the much-desired effect? If things have to be said 
merely for the sake of the saying, they had better be left unsaid. 
Time and energy spent in this process might, to my mind, be much 
better utilised in moi« practical and effective direciioiis. A tefemco 
to the proceedings of meetings at which past Budgets were discnased 
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would show tliat many hard things were said, different administratiTO 
meatiires were criticised and diverse useful suggestions were made ; but 
hardly anything worth the name was done to give effect to them. If 
this state of things is to continue, I for one sliould like to ctmserve my 
energy and husband my resources for some more profitable use. lit 
^a^•t, an old man of GC yeai-s like me cannot he expected to have super- 
fluous energy to be spent uselessly. 

Unfortunately, the bulk of the available revenue has to be spent 
for the purpose of carrying on the administratiim in its minimum 
essentials on a disproportionately costly 8<‘ale. It is next to imp<wsible 
to make adeijuate provision for the much-desired developments of any 
of the nation-building departments or to meet the crying and urgtmt 
needs of the people. Tboiisaiids of people are carried off yeiu* after 
year by preventihle or ( arable diseases: but funds are not available to 
provide medical help or to improve sanitation in the villages, ('ludera 
breaks out every' year when wafer s<arcity prevails in the rural areas; 
but there is no mom'V tfi arrange for increa.secl and j)ure water^suppl}'. 
The agriculturists, uho aie the piimary pr<Mlucers of the nation's 
wealth, are half fed and ill clad: but the administration cannot afford 
them any relief, even while (ostlv (Commissions and (’(uiimittees m'- 
u»sioiuilly ahsoih the little that might have been straped or sparerl for 
the puifKJse. .\ppalling illiteracy and deadening sufierstitions prevail 
in the land; hut hardly anything can he done for its removal unless 
the people, whom poverty prevents from educating their ehildnm, pay 
an education cess whieh is rtstensihly beyond their depleted means. 
Rural industries and the financial stability oi the arfiisans and culti- 
vators are alike lieing allowed to lapse intc> irretrievable ruin wdth 
fatal reaction on the entire national well-being, merely fc»r laek of a 
little “ returning shcmer ” of generous credit and c»rganised deve- 
lopment. In vain do the leaders cry in the wilderness for reaeonahla 
and just allotments for removing the very disabilities, deficiencies and 
disintegration which are trotted out as decisive reasons for debarring 
U8 from political progress. The mother of Parliaments, by its cwn 
Act of 1911, has enthroned deiiUKTarv and given the final ,\(a{fna 
Charia to the masses as against the classes l»y arbitrarily shutting out 
the Reformed Upper Ohamher from any interference whatever with 
money Bills and from obstructing even the most intemperate legisla- 
tion by the Commons beycmd a paltry period of two years. But our 
much -advertised Parliaments of India are repeatedly baulked of con- 
trol and development of even transferred subjects by an inexorable and 
all-powerful ** Reserved Side Member for Finance and outwitted or 
ftenaltaed through arbitrary certification by unassailable Oovemort <t 
tbe instance or instigation of an infallible, irresponsible, and un- 
reaponstve Executive. Thus are our limited powers of ** naiioti build- 
ing nullified or cirvumacribed, while tbe executive recerrei " w 
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lion’s share of the revenue for the preliminary mdimente of 
defence or “ I^aw and Order,” which after all are mere means to the 
great end of national development and progress. 

This, Sir, is one side of the picture. Looked at from the other 
side, however, it presents an altogether different view. Coffers said 
to be empty when the people’s most vital demands even are pressed, 
often mysteriously produce any amount of liberal doles for schemes 
And enhancements which Government sets its heart upon. For police 
and other Government buildings, for overseas allowances, revised pen- 
sions and proportionate compensations, for creation of highly paid 
posts, tliere is hardly ever dearth of money. Such callous indifference 
to the people’s grievances and such flouting of public opinion have 
t)een condemned times out of number persistently and forcefully by 
public leaders and sporadically and timorously by harassed experts and 
heads of departments, but alike without any avail. All this, I need 
hardly say, cannot but alienate public feeling, produce discontent and 
-general disaffection which might entail grave conH€K]uences for the 
Administration. 

If Bengal is to carry on her administration for the good of her 
people and to develop her resources, her financial stringency has to be 
removed by augmenting her income. This can be done in two ways: 
hy external adjustment and by internal economy. The Meston 
Settlement, which has reduced the richest portion of the British Indian 
Empire to the status of a i>oor province, has to be unsettled. In fact, 
it ha4; l>een hanging all this time as a strangling noose round the 
hnan<*es of Bengal, and her piteous cries have not up till now produced 
any appreciable response. This province gets little out of the income 
•of her vcuious industrial or commercial activities. The injusfice done 
to her by taking away the whole of the export duty on jute, which is 
-gromi only by her own people and which amounts to crores, has to be 
righted. Besides, Bengal can never agree to surrender the entire 
4ncoifH>-tax revenue raised within the province, and then live upon 
'financial charity. It is extremely to be regretted that the Central 
Oovemment, in order to carry out her extravagant schemes, should 
an justly squeeze money out of the provinces by depriving them of their 
legitimate sources of revenue. There can l)e no end to the avarice and 
•exaclions of a centralised administration that has sunk over thirteen 
•erores in brick and mortar at Delhi, the grave of many an empire and 
•emperor, and which appropriates annually over sixty crores — more 
than one-third of her total revenue — for the maintenance of the Army, 
vrhiie the provincial executives loyally follow suit by arrogating ap- 
firoxituately one-third of their revenues for their favourite child, the 
Police, 

Aa for internal economies, the Govemment of Bengal appoinied 
M ** Retrenchment Committee ” in the year 1922 to inquire into the 
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£n«iiiOes of the province and to find out wfiat poesibie reductions could 
be made. The Committee examined a large number of witnesses, 
came to certain definite conclusions, and made several specific recom- 
mendations. But all these 6 years the Government of Bengal seems to 
have sat tight over the Report, and hardly anything has been done to 
give effect to the recommendations of the Committee. The Hon'ble 
Members of the Executive Council are there in their fullest strength, 
the Divisional Commissioners are still serAung os poet offices between 
the District Officers and the Government, and the Board of Revenue 
is functioning as merrily as ever. I wonder why the Retrenchment 
Committee was at all appointed if its recommendations were to have 
been thus ignored. The Reform Scheme has made the ailministratioo, 
a.s I observed in my last Budget spetich, too top heavy to run smoothly. 
The Government would do well to look into this matter without any 
further delay. 

I am afraid, Sir, the time at my disposal would not permit me to 
refer at any length to the different subjects dealt with in the Budget. 
I hojM*, however, to discuss some of them by projwsing token cuts in 
the demands regarding them. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, Sir, to-day hae 
been fixed for general discussion of the Budget. In ordinary coufte 
this should have l>een a very important meeting, but a thin Houso— 
the thin attendance of moml)ers -proves conclusively that the members 
of Ibis House have very little faith in a general diw’ussion of the 
Budget. They are convinced that this is a waste of time and energy, 
whic h only can explain why the meml)ers are so indifferent to such an 
important matter. 

Sir, it has Wen said by my friend Maulvi Ahdul Karim that cure 
is a cry in the wilderness; this is why members are tired of crying any 
more and do not care to have this useless farce any longer. If, how- 
ever, I were to discuss the Budget, T would point out at the outset bow 
disprojiortionate is the distribution of money over the several 
departments. 

We find, Sir, that the total income of the province is between 11 
to 12 crores of rupees, and we are told that the total expenditure pro* 
posed for the next year is about a cror<3 rooi^s than the income. Sup- 
posing this province to be constituted like a joint family of which the 
Hon'ble the Finance Member is the Karta, then if he had produced 
a budget like this—income Rs. 11 cronm and expendifiire Be. 12 
crores — ^wbat would bis wards have thought of him? 

We find that out of a total income of about Rs. II crores the Police 
Dennrtment alone swallows 2 crores 12 lakhs and T4 thousand rupees. 
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i.e., between l/5th and l/6tb of the total income. I do not know if 
there in another inetance like thie in the history of the world. Then 
what is most interesting is that if you turn from Police and General 
Administration to those departments which we call nation-building 
departments, you will find that the provision becomes smaller and 
smaller, till at last when we reach the most important department of 
Industries— I mean im]>ortant from the point of view of the people — 
you will find the amount reduced to vanishing j>oint. 

AVe find that General Administration takes away Rs. 1 crore and 86 
lakhs, then comes ('ivil Works with Ks. 1 crore and 25 lakhs, but when 
we come to the head “ Medical ” we find about Its. 68 lakhs. On 
that very important department, via., Public Health, we find the figure 
reduced to Hs. 88 lakhs, and then again we have Rs. 26 lakhs only 
under the head “ Agriculture.” India is essentially an agricultural 
country, and we have had the Royal Commission to advise us how to 
improve the agricultural prospects of the country. But when it comes 
to making ude(|uute provision for the purpose, we have a sum of only 
Rs. 26 lakhs allotted to us. Coming next to another important item — 
Industries — we find a prr»vision of Rs. 18 lakhs only. This is how the 
funds have been distributed to the difTeient departments. 

TaH us now examine some other items. We find a provision of 
about Rs. 25 lakhs for ” Stationery and Printing ” which is nearly 
double the amount j)rovided for the improvement and development of 
Industries. Shortly, this is the story told by this Budget. 

If we refer to the speech of the llon’ble the Finance Meml>er, we 
find that prominence has been given to ceiiain matters, f'or instance, 
we have been told what has l>een done in the domain of Education. 
We have Wen told that it is proposed to Kj»eiui an extni Rs, 4J lakhs 
next year on Kduralbm. But I may tell the lIou.se that out of this 
Rs. 4J lakhs* Rs. 8,J lakh.s have Wen provided for the construction of 
the Mtwlem Hull of the University of Dacca. Sir, I have no quarrel 
with the people aho want this Moslem Hall lor the Dacca University, 
they are certainly entitled to have sin h a Hall, but when out of Rs. 4J 
lakhs, Rs, lakhs gties to ” biicks ami mortal ” it can hardly be 
justified, AVhut are the different items j>r(»vided for under the head 
” Education y” AA’e are told that Hs. 10,000 have been prtivided for 
the exim staff required in certain Government colleges for ctimplying 
with University Regulations regarding the attendance of college 
atudents at lectures in vernaculars. I should like to know, Sir, why 
Ibis paltry sum of R«. 10,000 is given such prominence, while in 
other departments Reserved Dej>artnienta--tbousands and thousantls 
are hidden away, onnotiiwd and unmentioned, under the debris of the 
huge Budget. Then, we are told that a provision of Re. 25,000 haa 
been made for grants-in-aid to non-Govemment scbools for the pro* 
motion of physical culture. In fact, this is the only item that 
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appMUV in the grant for Education which is worth mentioning, 
ai^ough it is extr&iiieiy inadequate. 

Now, it is very remarkable, that the Hoifbie the Finance Member 
has not a word to say in his Budget si)eech on the question of primary 
education. We are not told that one single additional cowne has been 
pjorided in the Budget for primary education. Of course, ne have «ot 
a Bill for primary education before us. While preparing the Budget 
we forget that there is such a thing as primary education to l>e 
vi»led for. 

liet us now examine the Police buiiget. We hnd that the provision 
for the next year is more than the current year’s revised estimates hv 
Rs. 16 lakhs. Some of the items aie most interesting. AVe find that on 
page 106 of the Financial Statement there is a provision for the con- 
struction of quarters for iiuinied officers in the compound of the 
Ealbaxar Police Office, ('alcutta. The amount provided in next year's 
Budget is Us. 1.55,000. Then we find another provision for the con- 
struction of quarters for married sergeants at Kapalitola. Palcntts 
The amount provided is Rs. t>5,00<). 


•I p.m. 

Of course, I do not gi'udge all these comforts these married 
people in the Lalbaxar Police compound and the Kapalitola sergeanU, 
but what is really painful to think is that there is no provision mm e 
for a single additional primary school in the whole province, while 
you are making all these princely arrangements for the comfort of 
the married people of the Lalbaxar Police and the Kapalitola Poll cw 
It just occurs to me if the Ilon’ble the Finance Meml>er was the head 
of a family with this income of 11 citires of rupees, and if be made 
no provision for the education of the children of the family, and 
if at the same time he had provided for palatial buildings for the 
married couples in the staff of that estate. 1 do not kmm what would 
bare been the position then. I am afraid it would have been declaretl 
a breach of trust. They are the trustees of the people, but this is 
bow that trust is being discharged. There is also another item ui 
the Police budget -c onstruction of buildings in the |)olice lines 
at Bogra at Rs. 1,10,000. Now. Sir. this is how 
In this connection may 1 draw the attention of the Bon Me Member 
to the grievancen of the beggars of the city of 
b? Dr. K. S. Bav of this Housed He has told us all the bndofy 
about the position of the beggars in this city. He said ^ 
ia not a sia^e beggars^ infirmary for Indians in this city, althouj^ 
thara am sow asylums or alms housas for Europaans roooiTing ^ 
Ifwm Govwmment in some shape or other. There is uot a mnglu 
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institution for Indian begfrars, and we are told that when the Govern 
merit was ujiproaihed for some recurring grant for the institute fo 
beggars founded by the Ayurbignan Parisad, Government refused U 
grant it. (jovemiiient itself did not care to found such an institution 
but when such an institution was founded by other people and whei 
a contribution had been asked for, even that had been refused. Thi 
other day (Government was pleased to acctept a resolution in this Housi 
asking for a certain capital grant for the Parisad. That has alsc 
been practically nullified by an impossible condition being impoeec 
upon, namely, that a large amount must be contributed by the non- 
officials, in addition to the grant by the Corporation. As I have said 
if you ean afford to give comforts to the police officers, married oi 
unmarried, give them by all means, but what is most striking is thal 
when you cannot make any provision for the beggars for whom there 
is no hearth or home under the canopy of heaven, you are making 
provihion for the comforts of the married couples in the Lalbasai 
compound. 

Coming to the very important department, viz.. Industries, we find 
that only lakhs of rupees have been provided for this department. 
Now what are the differesit items? 

(At this stage the member haWng reached the time-limit was 
allowed two minutes to c’onclude his speech.) 

I w'ant to draw the attention of the 11 on ’hie Member to one 
particular item, namely, to the provision made in the Budget for 
the appointment of a few more auditors and two additional inspectors 
of co-operative societies. We know that as a matter of fact audit 
fee is levied by Government at a certain rate, the rate l>eing one 
auditor for eac’h 1(K) societies. But vre an* told that although the 
audit fees are reulise<l and deposited into the Government Treasury, 
yet the sunetioned mimW of auditors are not appointed with the 
i*e8ult that the audit business is carried on very unsatisfactorily. It 
has been disclosed in answer to a question put some time ago that 
over 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees have ac*cumulaled in the hands of Govern- 
ment and still the requisite nunil>er of auditors have not been appointed. 
This certainly appears to me to be a misappropriation of money. 
It is a breach of trust, not only a monil breac^h of trust but almost 
a criminal breach of trust — taking money for a particular purpose 
and not to utilise it for that particular purpose. It has now h^n 
rec;ogntsed by the Government that the amount of supervision is in- 
adequate, but still the actual provision made is for only 14 auditora 
and 2 additional inspectors, although we require a very large number 
of auditors and inspectors. 

Sir, if the Budget tells us any story at all, it tells us this that our 
rulers are absolutely indifferent to the best intereets of tiie people. 
In framing the Budget they caretl more for the interests of the Oi&er 
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people than the people of the country. This is the charge I have^ 
brought against them, ami I wonder what is the real feeling of our 
rulers in the heart of their hearU. Do they really feel, do they 
really realise that all this money is not spent in the interests of thw 
people of the country but makes its way intc> the pockets of some- 
other people? 

Sniut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Sir, this is the last Budget 
of the third Hefonned Council. I must frankly admit that a Budget 
which is 80 negligent to make proper and adequate provisions for the 
development of any of the nation-building departments and thus 
allows for no progress (aiinot but l»e on extremely disappointing 
document. 

But I must congratulate the Government of Bengal, and particularly 
the ITon’ble the Finance Meinln'r, for their uiiex}>ecled windfall of 
IN. lakhs due to probate duty on a rich estate. 

It IS this unexpected windfall that has converliHl a detirit txf 
Its. 18 laklis in (he Budget for the coining year into a surplus of 
Its. r»4 lakhs and so the liengal (lovernment after a very close, serious 
and niONt caietul i onsideration has finally at last (k*cided to place 
half a c rore of riipee.s not at the disp(»sal of the transferred nalion- 
huihling departments hut most wisely with the Government »»f India 
on fixed deposits. 

The most noticeable facts m (he Budget are that the ordinary 
revenue falls short of the ex|M'iHliture. thus leaving u deficit which is 
met only by drawing on the hulunces. In the current year the closing 
balance is ex|)e<'ted U> be Rs. 2,63,40,000 and that is reduced U> 
Rs. l,r»4.06,0(K) to meet the deficit for 1929-30. 

This is no doubt a very laid symptom liecause the balance cannot 
W so used indefinitely as it includes Rs. 12 lakhs of the Famine 
Relief Fund and Rs. 20 lakhs which has to l)e earmarked for sjiecific 
projects. The next thing which attracts our notic>e is the time- 
honoured solicitude for the favourite nation-killing limb of the Gov- 
ernment^ — the Police. The expenditure under this bead, which is 
the perennial raid on the exchequer, is regularly and uniformly on 
the increase year after year. For example, it was Rs, 179 lakha in 
1926-26 and for 1929-30 it has been raised to Rs. 213 lakhs. The 
charges for general administration is also greater by Rs. 14J lakhs than 
the revised estimate for 192S-29. The Hon'hle the Finance Member 
in his Budget speech has declared himself as a fair and equitable 
distributor."’ But he certainly owes an explanation as to why he asks 
the province to incur an additional liability and to show us by 
reference to figures how he has distributed it to the two halves of the 
Government. 
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Sir, the great bogey of prorincial contribution having ceased to act 
as a nightmare the disturbed equilibrium of the Hon’ble Finance 
Member’s temi>t?raiuent has been restored, and as such it was expecte<i 
that he will l)e able to devise ways and means for the general improve- 
ment and amelioration of Bengal and its people. 

But the Hon’ble Finance Member in his exceedingly well written 
and beautifully languaged speech which is a masterpiece of illusion 
and full of financial juggleiy, has only tried to delude us. If langu- 
age is the vehicle of concealing the thought of men then I must admit 
that the Budget speech is certainly a nice production for concealing 
the real policy of Government. 

In the whole Budget one only searches in vain for any change in 
the angle of vision, any genuine attempt to cheapen the costly form 
of the prestuit administration or any honest and true effort to tackle 
the serious problems of unemployment, malaria, water scarcity and 
education. By u close and careful scanning of the puzzling figures 
of the Budget, we do not find even an indi(‘ation of a generous 
re8pons<» to any of the insistent numerous public demands. To a dying 
race which is progressing rapidly and unmistakably towards destruc- 
tion the (|uestion of self-preservation is now tlie principal question 
which awaits our solution. 

To every lover of the country surely the first and the foremost 
thought must be us to how his countrs’ can grow and develop and to 
take it« own place amonifst the civilised nations of the world. But 
while other nations are hu,>iv in devisinjr means for further frrowth 
and development, we in Bengal are faced with the serious problem 
as to how are we to live. 

The Bengal Health Report tells us that there are positive signs of 
steady increase in mortality in Bengal from various preventible 
diseases. 

With ao many crying needa of the province, with illiteracy reign- 
ing supreme, with malaria and kala..axar creating ravages, with 
waterways and channels dried or silted up. and acute distress felt in 
the rural areas for good drinking water, with pressing schemes of 
real improvements in all directions not ma(eriaii.<ung for want of 
funds, it is wr^nly a very bad policy to lork up so much public 
money even if it be in fiaed deposit with the Government of India 
fetcbing interest. 

Of course Ue Hon’ble Finance Member deeerves the deep gratitude 
and respe^ful thanks of the whole nation already groaning under a 
he^ bu^en of taxation for not proposing any fresh addition to the 

r M t-*’ "" *«• o"** daclaied in this House by one 

Indian Member of the Executive Council, that “ the OoTemmmit ia not 



budget discussion. 




If#*] 

a dbftritable institotion.’* But, Sir, it in adiiiiit«d on all hands that 
tha political situatioii in the country is no doubt Tory serious and gtaaa 
and that constructive statesmanship demands that at this critioal 
moment the Government should show' and prat^tically demonstrate 
more anxiety to placate the sentiments of the {leople. 

In order to ameliorate the condition of the people the angle of 
vision should be changed before a new eni has dawned. 

Sir, let me again say that the present discontent in the country, 
apart from the political aense, which is the legitimate outcome of 
our contact with the western institutions, is to a very great extent due 
to the poverty of the middle classes which has leached such a gigantic 
proportion as cannot but prove n terrible evil and a real sourre of 
danger to the State. 

With refined notions of living endangered by contact with western 
civilisation, but with no money to invest in trade, commerce or 
industry the people of the middle claase.H find themselves absolutely 
destitute of even the bare necessities of life. 

If this result in stray cases of fanatical crimes, then it should he 
the duty of the State to treat it more on a liuitianitariati |H>int than on 
mere political grounds. 

Sir, ours is an agricultural country and the agriculturists who are 
really the backbone of the country cannot be contented unless some 
material improvements are done to them. I must frankly say that 
these 9 years of this reformed regime have not in any way been able 
to ameliorate the condition of the country'. Blame as much one can 
to the lack of funds, but there can also be no denying of the lack of 
energy, lack of sympathy and lack of initiative in those who pose 
themselves as the custodians of the public funds. 

But, Sir. the mwhinerv of our Government has Iwwome t<H) inelastic 
and too rigid to be able to move with the needs of the hour. Imper- 
vious to public demand the Govemment is going on along its own 
narrow groove and the helpless cries and sighs of dying millions have 
no effect upon it. Bengal is in need of an administration which can 
rise above all prejudices and preconceptions and which can have the 
courage of going deep into the root of all our sufferings and which 
ean boldly take such means as may suceewfully combat the aJaming 
incieaae of siokness and poverty. Bengal and the whole aatioA will 
go on raising her voice ol proieti so long as this policy of providiag 
for the luxuries of our administrators first and then disiributing the 
miserable doles for the neoeesities of the people will he pursued. 

The Hon'hle the Finance Memher complains of the rss<Miroes be* 
iHkg limited when the quaalkm is one affecting the lives of Gm peo p li, 
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but uo ftuch complaint is evtr beard when he increases the provisions 
even for the personal comfort of the administrators — from His 
Excellency down to a Police Sergeant. 

Sir, the nation wants to live and so we will do our utmost to get 
this policy changed, as it is bound to be changed, sooner or later and 
perhaps sooner than later. 

So, Sir, a (careful , }4*ruHal of the Budget does not bring in one's 
mind much of satisfaction and hopefulness and I am sure even to 
those whose ambition it was to work out the diarchy successfully with 
continued progress, it is gradually drawing despair. 

^ In short, 1 find that the Budget, as piesentod by the Hon'ble the 
Finance Member, is a nice amalgam of mathematical calculations, 
bureaucratic tact and hypnotic hoax. 

I do not projMJse to waste the time of the House by describing in 
detail the well-known fact that the two favourite departments, namely,, 
the PolicMi and the General Administration, are still swallowing up a 
disproportionately large portion of the revenue. 

I will not like to dilate on the enormous difference in educational 
expenditure per liead between a European and an Indian boy, I do 
not like to speak at length on the fact that between the Governor with 
his establishments, etc., and his Executive Councillors and their 
entourage it costs the province over Rs. 12 lakhs which is almost equal 
to the amount which a wealthy country like Great Britain pays to 
maintain His Majesty the King in State. 

I will not also discuss that a very large percentage of the money 
allotted under the heads “ Medical or “ Public Health is eaten 
up by bricks and mortar, salaries and allowances of the Imperial 
Service officer in those departments. 

3-15 p.in. 

I should only re(]uest the House to seriously consider whether a 
magniffcent sum of Rs, 2.00,000 is sufficient for the extensive works 
for eradicating malaria or Rs. 50,000 for removing kala-a*ar from the 
province. 

I will leave to this House to consider what sum has been budgeted 
for the improvement of rural water-supply. 

Sir the Hooghly District Board, with its very limited resources, 
recently spent over 1) lakh of rupees for rural water-supply bv sucl 
ceeefully sinking tube-wells in different villages. 

Of conm «hi» haa to a very gmA extant removed Uie acnte dia- 
trees of dnnfanjr water scareity and tiae alao improved tlie aaniUrv 
eonditiw of tbe people of tkoae villagee. bnt it baa done eo in only » 
few Tillacee and yet nbont 10 lakbt of m p eee era neoetaary tn 
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all the Tillages with tube-wells. It cau be well imagiued how far the 
GoTOTinent sincerely wants to do with such a small amount for the 
rural water-supply problem of the whole province. 

I n^d not remind the House of the groat disproportion in the 
^cales of pay drown by the heads of the departments and poorly paid 
clerks under them-a disproportion of which there is perhmH. no 
parallel m any other civilised country. 

Sir ours is m agricultural country and here the nation lives in 
the villages The Budget conclusively proves that the Government 
IS not at all sincerely and seriouely anxious to make the life of the 
pwple in vUlages worth living for— from physical, medical, economical, 
educational and sanitary points of view. The real and fundmiiental 
policy of the Government, its aims and objects in its true fight its 
concern for the public welfare-all have found a clear and 'true 
expression in the fibres of the Bud^t. 

But the Hon'ble the Finance Member will certainly find the 
whole of Bengal in complete agreement with him when he demands 
the readjustment of the Meston Award on n more equitable basis. 
The duty on jute is an old sore and Bengal can never he a willing 
party to an unfair sun-ender of its entire income-tax raised in iba 
province. 

Now speaking about Irrigation, including drainage, I think, 
schemes should have been prepared in consultation with District and 
Local Boards to take up the most urgent cases in each district and 
thus malaria is checked at least to some extent. 

However much the Government may s|)end cm quinine and the 
people cry for anti-malarial operations the primary cause of malaria 
no doubt is the water-logged condition of the villages with no proper 
drainage. This is a part of the Public Health problem and contri- 
butions should be made to each district suitable to its needs. 

Speaking about the Jails, the first thing which at once rises to 
one's mind is that as to how, with a few noble exceptions, moat of 
the jail superintendents and warders often most brutally ill-treat 
the prisoners. I propose to deal with this matter at the time of voting 
on grants. Here I only like to suggest for the sake of health of the 
pruoners that they should all be supplied with mosquito curtains. 

I understand that in this Presidency there are about 12,000 prisoners 
and I think a mosquito curtain will cost about Re. 1-8 so the total 
eoel of supplying mosquito curtains to all the prisoners in all the 
jails will coet about Rs. 18,000. There cannot be ibe least doubt 
tbal mosquito curtains are really a necessity for the prisouers and 
tba cost for supplying mosquito curtains to nil the prisoners being 
enly Rs. 18,000 I tbink. Sir, tbe Government ought to provide tlus 
email amount. 
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Ai regards the I'epi’esidve policy of the Goremmeut I woold only 
itooncl 0 note of warning that Histoiy' haa proved that repression has 
never pioved suicessful in removing, far less in eradicating, the spirit 
of discontent amongst the {people in any part of the world. 

As regards the administration of justice I should only like to 
add that the time is already over-due when the scheme of the separS' 
tion of judicial and executive functions should be given effect to at 
once. 

I take this opi>ort unity to place l)efore the House the views of my 
constituency about the scheme of primary education. Our best con- 
gratulations are due to our late Hon’ble Minister in charge of Educa- 
tion for his earnest efforts to achieve his noble mission of giving to 
the nation universal primary education. But, Sir, his admiring 
countrymen are yet to learn many things. Not having yet the benefit 
of universal education they are strongly and hrmly of opinion that 
this important and so long neglected question of j)rimary education 
should be solved not by fresh taxation as the noble Minister proposed 
in his Bill, but the necessary funds ought to be found by I’etrenchraents 
in paiuiiered departments. The people are poor, disease stricken and are 
already heavily taxed in proportion to their iiuorne and they positively 
refuse to pay any further taxation till serious and effective stei>s are 
taken for retrenchments in a top-heavy administration. 

Bengal certainly wants universal primary education, but certain- 
ly not at the cost of higher education, or under the penalty of cultural 
starvation or under the penalty of another new and additional taxa- 
tion from the overburdened, half-fed and ill-clad poor raiyats. 

It is certainly u charge to the State and so it is a primary duty 
of the Government to make adequate provisions lioth for University 
and primary education. 

1 also wish to plead for the much neglected religious institutions. 
It is a matter of sincere regret that for want of adequate grants to 
the Sanskrit tdls which are now the only repository of the ancietii 
lore of the Hindus and in which hy tradition and convention not ohly 
no tuition fees are charged but where also the pupils hailing frtwi 
distant places are fed free of charge by their gurus, are now more 
moribund than alive. I appeal to the Finance Member and also the 
Sduoation Department that ai a time whan the worth of this aaoia^ 
lore is gnuhmlly being recognised in all the dviliaed wotld, it is 
not only in €he interest of the Hindus but also ol futnte ctn lin*i *i i 
ol the world that these gurus who have no other sonvcsa of i awa nis 
shoidd he vouehsnlad at lanst a living income in the faim oi wiititta 
granta. 
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Now opeaking about my dwtrict-^tbe district of Hoogkly wbioh 
has tbo reputation of beading the list places notorious for an 
unkeeltby climate, particularly malaria and kala-aiar. In illiteracy 
and poverty my district has few parallels in Bengal and to crown 
all heavy floods of Damodar, particularly in Arambagb subdivision 
and ^eat scarcity of drinking water in most places, have told much 
ujM>n its inhabitants. In the matter of industries we read in autbeniio 
records that we had quite a lot of them in the early years of British 
nile but they have now Woome things of the past history. Villages 
which were once full of men and women who had plenty of food 
to eat and water to drink and who used to enjoy health and prosperity 
are now almost depopulated, full of jungles aiid marshes (M>nverted 
into happy playground of wild animals and botlveds of innumerable 
preventible diseases. 

Sir, it is unfortuate that no sj)ecial provision has yet lieen made 
for the re-excavation of the river Sarnswati, which is on© of (he main 
outlets of water in the district, thus leaving thousands of acres of 
lands totally under water for over four months during the year, and 
as the result of this not only the p<»or rultivators are totally deprived 
of any crop, but it has also rendered the entire locality veiy unhealthy. 
Then no provision has Wen made for the AcmmI relief in (hat |>oor 
unfortunate and malaria-stricken subdivision Aramhagh. 

(Here the member having ieaelie<l his time-limit had to lesume his 
seat.) 

BalNi JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: This Wing the 
last Budget session under the Reformed Council, I have persuadecl 
myself to make my humble ccrntributions to the debate on the Budget 
this year although I know that the Budget diiMussicrti under the 
present constitution is entirely of (he nature of a ceremonial function. 
The most lamentable feature of our Budget is that the resjamsibility 
of the allocation of funds for poHicular purposes lies entirely with 
the Government, and that the memWrs of this House are mmle to 
feel during every Budget session more and more convincingly that 
however much they may criticise the jM>licy underlying the Budget, 
their criticisms will not move the adainaiitiiie hearts of the custodians 
of the public purse, whose* unwillingness to res|Mmd to (he [popular 
wiibee does by no means affec t (heir pay or position. 

Sir, the full term of nine years under the constitution of 1919 ia 
about to ccwne to an end, and it is |ierhaps only natural that we 
should feel inclined to look back in order to discover as to what pro* 
gfUM ike country has made generally under the Reformed eoniititu- 
lion and what suhetaniial advance has been made towards the pro- 
gifaaive realisation of self-govemment. Before disettssiag these topics, 
however, I pit^fwse (o deal very shortly with the speech delivered 



m 


BFDGBT DISCUSSIOK. 


[28rH Fib. 


by tbe Hon’ble Mr. Marr, the Member for Finance, and tlie Budget 
be baa presented to ur. In the speech the Hon’ble Member has given 
US no indication as to what substantial pr<^e88, however small, the 
Government proposes to accomplish in the coming year either in 
edncation or in public health or in the development of industries, 
the three most important factors which represent the growth and 
development of a country and its people. The speech does not indicate 
what substantial measures are going to be adopted by the Govern- 
ment in the near future for the prevention of famine and flood or 
for the eradication or prevention of malaria and kala-azar, small- 
pox and cholera and other preventible diseases which every civilised 
government in the world makes its primary concern to deal with 
whenever any such disease breaks out. Our Hon’ble friend gives us 
some figures and offers explanations and apologies which hardly 
bring any ('omfort to those who have grown tired of the usual explana- 
tions of urgent needs and apologies of short funds. Sir, the Hon’ble 
Memlter tells us that our normal annual expenditure is in excess of 
our normal annual revenue. This statement itself shows what our 
financial position really is. He has ma<le many apologies for not 
being able to provide for more than Rs. 2 lakhs by way of recurring 
expenditure for some schemes which have been in the contemplation 
of the Government for some time. He reminds us that many of the 
larger and important schemes which involve capital expenditure 
necessitate also considerable rw'urring expenditure, and therefore have 
to lie considered as outside the present financial capacity of the pro- 
vince. He, however, provides a very large amount of about Rs. 16 
lakhs of recurring expenditure for the increased pay of sergeants and 
constables and head constables with a short remark that Hhis sum 
is required to meet the full years cost of the revised pay of the sub- 
ordinate ranks of the Bengal and Calcutta police. It is still fresh 
in the recollections of the members of the House that when a supple- 
mentary demand to meet this extra cost was brought forward by tbe 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice on the 2nd of Augnst last, the demand was 
tbmwu out by the ('ouncil by n majority of nine votes, most of the 
elected membm having voted solidly against the motion. The 
demand, however, was restored under the special powers of certifica- 
tion, and all schemes for the benefit of the poor tax-payer have to 
be postponed in order to enable, the Hon’ble Finance Member to 
provide for tbe payment of increment of pay of the subordinate ranks 
of the police, in spite of the combined protest of the people’s repre- 
sentatives. Sir, the maxim that ** we must out our coat according to 
our cloth ” seems to be applied by our Government only when funds 
are needed for saving the lives of the tax-payers, but is eniirsly 
forgotten when provisions have to be made for the luxury and com- 
fort of the pet child of the Bureaueracy-4he police. When we 
compare the figures on this heed from 1925-26 onwards, we find tiket 
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the incroMe in expenditure on police is goin^ up in leaps and bounds 
every year. In 1925-26^ the actual expenditure on police was 
Bb. 1,79,45,000. In 1926-27, it was Rs. 1,87,42,000. In 1927-28, it 
was 1,86,35,000 and in 1928-29, in the revised estimate, it was 
Rs. 1,96,67,000. In 1929-30, it comes up to Rs. 2,12,74,000. In 
other words, in four years, from 1925-26 to 1929-30, the increase on 
this head is by Rs. 33 lakhs 29 thousand. In the coming year more 
than l/5th of the total revenue will be appropriated by the police 
department. To my mind, Sir, this is the most remarkable feature 
of the present Budget, more especially when we remember that the 
expenditure exceeds the anticipated reveiuie hv alK>ut 88} lakhs 
of rupees. The Hon’ble Member pro|>oses to meet this extra expendi- 
ture by drawing upon our balances for the current year, and this has 
been made possible Wause we bad, in the words of the Hon'ble 
Member, a windfall of Rs. 52 lakhs in revenue which is not likely 
to recur. Sir, I do not presume to be an expert in finance, but speak- 
ing ns a layman and an ordinary man of the world, I venture to 
submit that it is fundamentally wrong in principle to increase 
expenditure in the hope of drawing largely upon the balances to meet 
the deficit. You cannot have windfalls every year, and you. will 
soon find that your Wlances are completely swept away if you go 
on at this rate. Unless, therefore, there is a serious endeavour to 
reduce the expenditure on important heads, the prospects of our 
finances are really very gloomy. 

From the point of view of the ordinary tax-i>ayer, the Budget 
presented by the Hon’ble Member is most disappointing. He a<lmiU 
that we have no prospect of exjmnding our revenue, as all poesible 
avenues of increasing our receipts have been already explored. He 
tells us that we can make no sustained progress until we have larger 
and expanding resourees. He tells us that we are not in a position 
to borrow for new schemes when we do not possess ordinary revenues 
sufficient to meet ordinary expenditure. In spite of all this, how- 
ever, he is constantly increasing our burdens for better pay and pros- 
pects of the myrmidons of law and order against the protest of the 
xnembeni of this House. I feel sure that the whole country will 
raise a voice of united protest against a policy like this. 

Sir, I do not forget that the Hon’We Member has provided for 
30 lakhs of rupees to be distributed in e<|ual shares to the Reserved 
and Tranalerred departments. This however is not a recurring expen- 
^iure nor is it intended to make any substantial advance in any 
dimciion, except perbape the construction of a few buildings here and 
there at a cost of Rs. 11 lakbs. Our Hon’We friend anticipated bow 
the Budget for 1929-30 would be received by ua, and with a view to 
oMor acne consolation to ns in our distress, he has ended his speech by 
ffeniading na that he and his oolleagnes have put forward the case 
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BengiJ’f fiftaocial potition as stroogly as tbay could befom the 
Statutory Commission. Sir, this indeed is a Tory poor conacdatioii to 
US. The permanent remission of B«. 63 lakhs which was Bengal’s 
eonirihntion to the Central Govemmeni has brought us no relief. 
If the Financial Settlement is revised, any extra anuHint that may 
be available to the Government will be utilised in the same manner 
as at present, and there will be no want of apologies for not being ablo 
to make provisions for the development of the resources of the country. 
Sir, it is not really want of funds, but want of a policy of sympathy 
and good-will for the people that is really responsible for the miseries 
and misfortunes from which we suffer. What is essentially necessary, 
therefore, is a radical change in the mentalUg of those in power with- 
out which no improvement in the finances will bring about any improve- 
ment in the condition of the poor tax-payer. 

Sir, if we look back to-day to take stock of our achievements during 
the last nine years of our existence under the Reformed constitution, 
what do we find Y The cost of carrying on the Government has increased 
very heavily while the health and happiness of the people have also 
suffered veiy^ heavily as the statistics regarding diseases and mortality 
will show. When Sir Surendra Xath Banerjea of revered memory 
accepted the Ministry in the first year of the Reformetl Council, he 
assured his countrymen that he would organise metiHures to eradicate 
malaria from Bengal, and he ho]>ed that he would l)e able to accom- 
plish this object within a few years. His ambition, however, wae 
not fulfilled. May we ask to-day whether the progress of malaria 
and ka}a-n»ir has Ijeen retanled since the inauguration of the Reforms. 
It is only alaiut a year back that the Hon’ hie Sir V. 0. Mitter, then 
the Minister for 1/ocnl Self-Government, inaugurated a scheme for the 
supply of jnire drinking water to the villagers of Bengal. May we 
ask to-<lay what has been the fate of that scheme? It was Sir Provaeh 
Chunder Mitter again who on several oocasion.s on the floor of thia 
House, not as a meml>er of the Government hut ns an elected member, 
bitterly criticised the educational policy of the Government and advo- 
cated the cause of the niggardly paid school teachers, and confessed 
that he could not bring about educational reforms during the first 
three years of his Ministership because necessary funds were not 
allocated for education. May we ask to-day, Sir, whether the educa- 
tional policy has been changed and the lot of the pomr schodi masters 
has been improved? May 1 ask. Sir, wketker it is not a fact 
witk the progressive realisation of increased pay, allowances and 
pensions and other advantages for those in power, the piohleia of 
** how to live ’* is becoming more and more acute to the avenge maik 
tn the country^ 

Sir, we who beieng to the Congress have been accused ol trying 
to brenk the constitution. It has been repeatedly said that our activi- 
ties are destructive, and that we can offer noUu^ eonotructive hdoier 
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the GaTerniBwii or the oounti^. I radiate this oh&rge. If w# 
have tried to des^y aaything, it was entirely with the object of con. 
i^tmcting something better, and in this connection may 1 ask what 
steps the Govemment took to give effect to the scheme suggested by 
the late Deshbandhu Das for the improvement of public health P I 
cannot conclude without a reference to the activities of the Congress 
and the programme laid down by the last session of the Oongress at 
Oaloutta. The Congress has shown that if it wanted to break tbo con* 
stitution of 1919, it was with the object of having a better constitution 
shaped by the people and their representatives. The Congress has 
adopted the constitution for India, and it will be now for the Oovem- 
ment to consider as to whether it will accept or reject it. Sir, it is 
impossible for any one to frame a Budget which cun satisfy the people 
80 long lis the present constitution lasts. Fortunately for us diarchy 
in Bengal has been buried again, and let us hope that no further 
attempts will be made to revive it. I^et us also hope that the money 
now available on this head will l>e utilised for such works us will 
really benefit the people. Sir, the time at the disposal of the members 
l»eing ver>’ short, it is not ix>s8ible to enter into any detailed examina- 
tion of the Budget, and I submit these general remarks for what they 
are worth. 


3-40 p.m. 

iiku dATINDIIA NATH CHAKRABUNTTYt Mr. President, Sir, 
" no one realises more than I do that this is a very unsatisfactory 
Budget which does not do justice to any department of Government and 
specially to the Transferred departments.*’ These were the mords with 
which the Hon’ble Mr. Marr presented the Budget for 1928-29 before 
this House. And the situation in this res]>ect is not a whit better than 
in the last year. 

Now if the estimate of inrotiie and exjiimditure for the cx)ming 
financial year is not satisfactory from the standpoint of the Govern- 
ment itself, it is extremely disappointing from the ):H>iut of view of 
the puUic. It shows most clearly and unmistakably that whatever 
nugbi be the change in the personnel of the Government, whoever 
mig^t be the Ministers or the Finance Members, the people of Bengal 
have veiy^ little to expect frim them for the amelioration of their sad 
loi. The Bengal Government cannot escape responstbiHiy for the 
disgraceful neglect of matters pertaining to the true interest of the 
cow&try as is disdoeed in their Budget estimate year after year. 

Have the Government endeavoured to make the best of a bad bar- 
gain while settling their j&nmnctal pix^gnunmef They know that the 
vmmm ol the fsrovinca has only a very hwied possihility el esfiaasloo. 
Tkmiiant if works ooadacivo to the solid bandit ol the oeoatry aro 
to im ii derta k e n, this can he done only hy a jndidoiis hnshandint of 
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all reaources, by cuitingr down the expenditure of tbe top>beaTy 
adminiatration and by following' a policy of trust and good-will towards 
tbe Indian people. Have they ever done so? Does tbe Budget 
estimate which the Hon'He Mr. Man* has had the pleasure of present- 
ing before this House this year show that this has bewi done? The 
outstanding feature of the present Budget is that whereas the estim- 
ated revenue stands at the figure of Bs. 11,69,48,000, the estimated 
expenditure is put at Rs. 12,58,23,000, having a deficit of Rs. 88} lakhs. 

Coming to the detailed consideration of the Budget, we find the 
same old tale rex>eated. The police ns usual has swallowed the lion's 
share of the revenue. Even with the present financial difficulties, 
Mr. Marr has not forgotten to provide an increase of Rs. 16 lakhs for 
the improvement of this machinery of law and order. But what has 
been done for education? The Budget shows that an increased ex- 
penditure of about Rs. 41 lakhs has been provided for under this head. 
And how did the late educational Minister contemplate to spend the 
amount? Well, of this increase, most of which is of a non-recurring 
character, no less than Rs. 21 lakhs is meant for the Dacca University 
which is fortunately the recipient of favour as usual for the construc- 
tion of the Dacca Moslem Hall. Primary education remains a 
neglected port of the educational scheme. The provision for secondary 
education also falls. Except for education the provisions for other 
departments are os scanty as they have always been. There is a provi- 
sion for an increase of about 2} lakhs of rupees for the expansion of 
the rural public health organisations of the province. The Budget 
^contoins practically little for the improvement of rural water-supply. 
The Oalcutta University has been de})nved of its rightful share of tbe 
provincial money. The Calcutta University in spite of all its glory 
and achievement could receive but Rs. 45,000 less than what it has 
obtained under the current year's Budget! And ever anxious for 
tbe welfare of the dumb teeming millions of the province, Mr. Marr 
and the brotherhood to which he belongs have nothing to give in the 
sho])e of larger facilities for their education. It is surely scandalous 
that when the premier university of Bengal has been still lying on 
an unstable financial foundation, and there are so many crying needs 
of primary and secondaiy^ education remaining unsatisfied, the Govern- 
ment contemplate spending only Rs. 1} lakhs for the construction of a 
new building for the Moslem institute in Calcutta and another large 
sum for electric installation in the Calcutta Madrasah. Such unusually 
large expenditure on brick and mortar as is contemplated in the Budget 
is not osculated to be conducive even to the interests of tbe Muham- 
madans themselves. 

Mta KHkMmnk NATH QANQULYt Sir, I want to paitici- 
pate in the ditoustion of the Budget not because 1 am partkmlariy 
fond d healing the music of my vmce, but because thm gives me a 
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probably the only chance, of laying bare the shabby treatment 
which the GoTernment metes out to local bodies and specially to 
Howrah. I do not like to travei-se the old thrice-told tale of Gororn- 
ment’s partiality towards the reserved subjects-they are old history, 
and are not likely to illuminate the pages of Council proceedings by 
further repetition. 

A remarkable feature of this year’s Budj^et is the handsome open- 
ing balance of Rs. 2,53,40,000. I call this remarkable in view of 
the iact that Oovemment have not been able to unnouni'e such a lar}pi 
opening balance for a good number of years. But lest some credulous 
members of the Council might entertain some distant illusion of benefit* 
ing their constituencies, the Iloii’ble the Finance Meml>er has thrown 
the wet blanket in the shape of restrictions immediately following the 
above announcement. He has token care to state that apart from 
natural growth in expenditure which might not swallow up the exooM 
revenue, there are important schemes in progress which would involve 
further recurring expenditure for their completion. In view of the 
bright outlook on the receipt side, it is proposed to set apart about 
Rs. 2 lakhs a year for schemes involving expenditure of a recurring 
nature and Rs. 40 lakhs of ultimate expenditure have lieen allotted for 
schemes of a non-recurring character. This sounds hopeful, but the 
next remark dispels the illusion. Of the Bs. 40 lakhs, Hs. 10 lakhs 
have been provided for the commutation of |>ensions of all departmental 
officers and Rs. 16 lakhs go up to swell the imprf>vementH on ihe 
Reserved side. Thus a sum of Rs. 15 lakhs are all that is left for 
meeting the crying demands of the j>eople of Bengal for Vietter sani- 
tation, better education, Ijetter medical aid and Wtter water-supply. 

A detailed examiiiution of the items in the labyrinthine Budget will 
Again show that the same old jiolicy of pami>ering the ])o]ic« and the 
executive services has Wii pursued with relentless regularity under 
•cover of many eye-washes — the same old policy of starring the masses 
in the interest of the classes has been acted up to without paying the 
least heed to the repeated warnings given by the elected representatives 
of Bengal in this Council. This attitude of callousness on the part of 
the Government accentuates and illustrates the nature of the steel frame 
of this bureaucratic administration. 

As I am anxious to expose the |>olicy of Government in their rela- 
tions to HowraJh in which I am more directly interested, I would leare 
the criticism of ike general administration of the Budget to otker 
members of tbe Council who have made a more careful study of details, 

Tke first item to which I u'ould invite the attention of the Treasury 
Benches and the other tnembere of the Council ie the proposed canal 
seheme of Howrah. Since the eetahliihnient of the Howndk Muttki- 
pality, 67 years ago, the eAuent of the grsater portion of Hourrah dvaius 
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runs into low l^ang ot)6n land on the outskirts of the municipal area. 
But with the rapid giowth of population the low tracts began to be 
inhabited and the problem of discharging the drains has steadily grown 
serious. During the regime of the official Chairman, the scheme for 
ojiening out a (anal for receiving the storm water and sullage oi the 
town was matured and the Government sanctioned the scheme at an 
estimated cost of Its. (ij lakhs in the year 1913. Government granted a 
loan, 0)1(1 lands were acquired for the purpose. But in the meuntiine 
a dreadful scarcity of water having arisen, and the Government having 
failed to carry out their promise of granting a loan for waterworks 
improvement, the then official Chairman diverted the sum of Its. 
lakhs from the Canal Fund to the Water-rate Fund to meet only a 
part of the cost of improvement for water-supply. This appears to have 
been the beginning of the end. In vain year after year have we been 
crying ourselves h<jarse for the balance of the loans, vis., Rs. 4,70,000^ 
to enable us to jmsh through the canal scheme and waterworks improve- 
ment, and thereby relieve the jieople of Howrah of the great nuisance 
caused by the existence of kutcha drains, and also to some extent the 
water scarcity of the people of Howrah. After years of correspondence, 
the Government have this year allotted a sum of Rs. 1,57,000 for water- 
woiks improvement and nothing for the canal. The Engineering 
Department of the Government are now trjdng to hack out of their 
commitments and previous pledges by stating that the canal scheme aa 
sanctioned was not sound in principle, but that the Municipal Commis- 
sioners should take up a sewerage Hcheme. This latter alternative, w'hich 
means an expendituie of nearly Hs. 70 lakhs, is absolutely prohibitive 
for the municipality and the ultimate result of such insistence would 
be to put off the matter ful infinitum and the ugly drains of Howrah, 
which are a source (»f shame and humiliation, would continue to 
flourish to the great detriment of the health of the i>eople of Howrah. 

My next criticism of the action of Government is about their jmlicy 
of deliberate attempt at fleecing the Municipal Commissioners of 
Howrah in res)>ect of improvement of the Grand Trunk Road. This 
road is powtpMiiily and euphemistically called an “ Imperial Road,*' 
and throughout its entire length running up to Delhi it has been 
maintained by the Government. But this general rule was by some 
strategic manoeuvring given the go-by in case of Howrah and she was 
made to contribute a lump amount of Rs. 7,700. The Public Works 
Department, however, neglected the road in such a culpable manner,, 
and the complaints became so lond and clamant that the Commiaaioners 
were compelled to adopt a resolution writhholding their contribution, 
with a view to rouse the dormant senaibilitiea of the Oovemment to the 
•erioumeM oi the situation. To mitigate the troulde and difficultiea aria* 
iagixum the ooaditton of the road, a propoeal was aet on foot to stonMet 
an important portion of the Grand tWnk R4kad within municipal area« 
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and tli6 total cost of the same ans estimated by GoTermnent at 
Its. 2,66,000. Of this amount, Howrah was asked to contribute half, 
Lc.f Bs. 1,33,000. Apart from the gross iniquity and injustice 
involred in forcing one particular municipality to contribute such a 
large amount towards the improvement of an iiu}>eriai road, the 
Government stolidly refused to consider the financial strain (hat this 
payment might involve on the finances of Howrah. But the Municipal 
Commissioners were so anxious to get this central road improved that 
they went out of their way and agreed to pay Rs. 70,000 in instalments 
<»f Rs. 10,000 each year. The Government took advantage of our 
anxiety and refused our offer. Then there was an interview with the 
Secretary in charge of Public Works. The result of ibis interview is 
not known yet. My appeal to the HonMde Memher-in-rharge is that 
the Government of Bengal should he above haggling and bargaining 
and ihat funds should be provided in the Budget for this urgent work 
of public importance. 

Another matter in which 1 want to show up the Government is 
their absolute indifference to the convenieiue of the public even in 
the matter of administnvtiou of justice. The civil court buildings 
of Howrah have not only iM^come untiquate<l hut are dis}yrofM)rtionntely 
small to the volume of business that is (tarried on there. The present 
arrangement for accommodating the different courts is nothing short 
of a standing disgrace. There are two additional District Judges, who 
are locate<l at an extreme end »)f the criminal courts and alxmi 300 yards 
away from the civil courts. More curious than this is the approach 
to these Judges' Courts. There is a steep and high staircase with the 
steps worn-out leading to these courts and during the last four years 
I have a.sked not less than fimr sets of questions inviting the attention 
of the Government for improving or removing these dangemus sUira. 
On former occasions the answers gave some hfqies of the work l>eing 
taken up, but the last answer given at the beginning of the present 
session of the Council rounds off by saying that this improvement 
would not be made in view of the new civil court buildings which 
are going to be c^mstnicted soon. I expected that hecessary provi- 
sion would be found in this year's Budget. But I plodded in vain 
through the pages of thp Budget to find out the said provtaion. 
Asansol has bwn favoured with Rs. 1,62,000 and even the steel reeks 
and almirahs of the Hon'ble High Court have not been overleolMd, 
but poor Howrah has been kepi in the o<dd shade of neglect. May 
I inquire from the members of the Treasury benches what guidillg 
principle is behind this policy of withholding such petty improvements 
as the coaetitmtion of a staircase which would not ooet mote than a 
tbouaand rupees^ May I also inquire why the litigaitt publle of 
Mqwnh who eoAtribute such a large revenue should he deprived d 
the aJttenifite of a decent court huiWugF 
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My la«t personal charge against the Gevemment is that in spite 
of repeated warnings inside the Council and outside of it the Govem- 
ment have not taken any steps to extend the operations of the Lnprove^ 
ment Trust to Hownih though I have been hammering at it since the 
year 1924 by questions and Budget discussions. It is admitted on all 
hands that Howrah und Calcutta are so closely linked up together that 
the imperfections of Howrah in the matter of bad roads and bad drains 
are bound to affect Calcutta in the long run. But in spite of this the 
Government’s step-motherly treatment of Howrah goes on unchecked. 

Sir, it is useless to add illustrations. The mentality of the bureau- 
cratic administration is so deep rooted and so perverse that our warn- 
ings and protests do not touch them and go unheeded. We, who owo 
allegiance to the Indian National Congress, are ont to storm and con- 
quer the citadel of the bureaucracy and if the present day administra- 
tors do not cease to look upon India as the chosen victim of their 
exploitation, the day is not far off when they will have to repent in 
sackcloth and ashes for their callous and hostile treatment of the 
Indians. It will then be too late to retrace their steps. I^t it not 
be said to the eternal discredit of those who are at the helm of affairs 
that at the most critical juncture of their affairs they could not rise 
to the full height of their national character and farsighted statesman- 
ship. They should knew that their habitual mistrust of the people 
of the soil, their policy of oppression and repression and their attempts- 
to put behind [irisoti bars the patriotic and high-souled young men 
of the land will weigh heavily against them on the day of reckoning 
which is not far off and which will l)e heralded as the dawn of a new 
and a glorious eni for our motherland. 

4 p.m. 

•rijul NACENDRA NATH tENs The Hon’ble the Finance Mem- 
W has presented his Budget estimates showing a large deficit. The 
MesioA Award has been made the scapegoat of this misfortune, and 
romnbers of tMs CVmncil who have tried to convince the Simon Cem- 
mission of the iniquitous nature of this settlement have been specially 
commended by the Hon’ble Member. The Meston Award is there 
and is likely to continue for sometime yet to come. But does Uie 
Budget show any attempt to adjust the revenue and expenditure in 
such a way as to command public support? Should not the Budget 
have shown indications that in spite of the Meston Award the Govem- 
ment have tried so to act that the public may appreoiate the avowed 
good inieniaons of Government? I say, no. T^ Budget nowhere 
shows that sense el sympathy towards promoting the natural aspm* 
tions of the people of the country which should form the fandiments! 
principle of Government. ** Sympathy/* which according to Hie 
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Gie Eing Emperor should be the watchword of a true admin* 
ifltraliony is lacking everywhere. The people want to live, ihey want 
to live a healthy life and to maintain themselvoe as other people iit 
other countries want to do. They want health and wealth. 

Is there anything in the Budget which reveals that Government have 
iiny intention to promote the health and wealth of the countiy P The 
reason is that an alien top-heavy administration can neither H|>i»reci- 
ate the aspirations of the people nor has the desire to promote and 
advance their aspirations. 

The Budget nowhere shows any desire on Guverument’s |Hvrt 
improve the supply of drinking water in rural areas. Ihie to exploi- 
tation of foreign capiUd the natunil system of water-courses of this 
countiy have been so dealt with that they have ultimately died or 
are dying. The railwa> isdicy of the Govenimeiit is dicUiUnl by the 
Military Department and the Chamber of Comineri'e. In construct* 
mg the railways the big and small rivers have been so damratMl and 
embankment put in that the health of the country has deteriomletk 
jmd the fine system of rivers in Bengal — once the finest in the wt»rld 
has died an unnatural death. And there has been no aitem|>t to undo 
this mischief. The rivers have ceased to carry water, and the cons^ 
(juence is that the feeder khals and bils are now no Itmger their 
former selves, and the only water available in rural areas is the tank 
water, and the tanks also are fast disapjiearing and becoming unfit 
for use. While Bengjil is essentially an agricultural country the 
Government do not appear to have anything in contemplation how to 
promote agriculture, and agriculture means the wealth of Bengal. 
But surely something cxiuld have Wn and should have Wen done ia. 
spite of the Meston Award. 

But the Meston Awanl has not stood in Government’s way of 
expending more money on certain fit objects. There has been shown 
no indication of curtailing expenditure where this is possible. There 
iuU been an increase of the Dejmty Magistrates and Deputy Collectors 
and this will cost Rs. 61,000. The househcdd expenditure of the 
Government House reijuires au excess amount, the ^>hce budget 
requires more money, more moneys have to be spemt in bricks and 
mortars, a Council House at a cost of more than a quarter of a crore. 
all these show utter callousness and want of sympathy with the poor 
people. Registration fees have lieen doubled, the fmtet rates have 
been enhanced, the stamp duties have been raised 60 per cent., court 
fees likewise, while there has l>een a systematic refusal to improve 
the pay and prospects of the minisferial officers under Govemment 
drawing low scales of pay, the refusal to incorporate the copyisU and 
typists into the salaried grade of officers, the refusal to improve iha 
condition of the Registration office employees, all speak for themsdvee 
and need no comment* Highly paid officer! should bo benefited by 
alloirmg them to commute their penskms by cesh and lump paymeiUe,. 
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and no provision has been made therefor. Primary and secondary edu- 
cation has been negrie<Jted. But more provision has been ma^ for 
inspecting staff and buildings. The police does not call for any 
comment, it is a cry in the wilderness. The ever increasing expenditnre 
on police is sought to be justified by the happenings of communal riots 
and swadeshi agitation, and while it has to be admitted that more riots 
mean more police, one cannot shut one’s eyes to the fact that Govern- 
ment have never raised its little finger to tackle communalism at its 
roots. Government have never taken any steps to prevent communal 
riots or to make them impossible. The root cause of these riots has 
never lieen attempted to lie discovered or it may he that Government 
are aware of it and in some quarters it is freely stated that Govern- 
ment do not attempt at its prevention because it furnishes some source 
of strength to Government. Divide and Rule p»>licy is a favourite policy 
with the Government and Government look with dismay upon the 
prospects of a llindu-Moslero unity and therefore foment and encour- 
age these riots. When the question of mil ways is considered Govern- 
ment lights shy of the whole matter by saying that it is a Oeniral 
matter and that the local Government are not responsible for it. It is 
a wonder of wonders how Government can with any sense of decency 
avow to alxlicate its authority and renounce its responsibility: It 
may he the internal administration of the railway is a (Central subject, 
but the local administration thereof is surely a matter with which 
the local Government are primarily concerned. The ill-treatment 
meted out to passengers, the unhealthineas of the station premises and 
the railway carriages, the unfit foodstuffs offered for sale, the want 
of pure or impure drinking water are all matters in which the local 
Government should not he heard to deny their responsibility about. 

The passenger steamer service has long been a matter of the loudest 
complaints. Now that this Oouncil has adopted a motion for the for- 
mation of a committee let us see how Government deal with this 
matter. Now to turn to matters nearer our own district we have 
observed with consternation and dismay at the absence of any refer- 
ence to the Alai pur project and the Oohadue or Beiua schemes. Hope 
deferred tni^th the heart sick. The subdivision of Satkhira badly 
needs the khal to be cut, the Bagerhat subdivision is unapproachable 
lor want of a fordable river and Government have made many promises 
in the past only to break them now. And Mr. Mair has frankly told 
this Council that no more money will he available in the near future. 


There being no other speakers the Council was adjourned at 
4«10 p.m. tiU p.m., on Friday, the Isi March, ItH, al the Town 
Man, CUeutta. 



<r ttw iMitf Lt^uuom OmhmII Mtfir tht 
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Ttt£ Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Heil« 
Calcutta, on Friday, the Ist March, 1929, at 2-30 p.m. 


Pneent: 

The Hon*ble the Present (the Hon’bie Haja Maxmatha Nath 
Rat Chacohubi, of Santiirii), in the Chair, the four Hon’bie Membera 
of the Executive Council, and 75 nominated and elected membera. 


•tarred Quastioni 

(to wtiloh oral amwart ivort given). 

•oaie of pay of prooeie-iorveri attaotied to Civil Coorte. 

*•0. BalHi dOGINORA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTII (n) Will 
the Hon’bie Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleoaed 
to atate — 

(i) what is the prei^ent scale of pay of the piwess-servers uitathed 
to the civil courts in Hengal ; 

(ti) since how long has the present scale of pay lieen continuing, 
without any change; 

(itV) whether the process-servers are considered as whole-time Gov- 
ernment servants ; 

(iv) whether they are entitled to pensions on retirement like other 
Government servants; and 

(t») whether they are entitled to leave allowances under the Funda- 
mental BuleiP 

(b) If the answers to (h) and (c) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’bie Member be pleased to state why they are debarred from 
anjoying the privi leges P 

(e) Is it a fact that process-servers are recruited generally from 
men of the hlutdrahk class with education? 

{d) Have the Government received a copy of the Resolution! passed 
at the laet asanal eeesion of the Proeess-ionrert’ Conferenee at Aliport 
on the 28th Deeember laetf 

(e) la it in oontemplaiion of the Government to raise the pay^ 
proepecte and vtatnf of the process-eerverv in the near fniurtf 
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MfilBEil in slwrii nf JUDICIAL OCPARTMEIIT 0im 

lb*. A. N. iiDtoiff]f)l (a) (i) The di«tnct§ in tlie Fmidciicy linve bm 
grouped into two rUsses, (A) and (B), according to the cost of living, 
the dearer ones being classed as (A) and the rest as (B). In A dis- 
tricts, the scale of pa}’ is Bs. 18 — 1/5—22 and in B districts, 
Kh. 15-1/5—20. 

(ti) Since Ist July, 1921. 

(in) Yes. 

(fr) Yes, in the inferior scale. 

(r) Yes, subject to S.R. 1 of the F.S.B. 

(/>) The question does not arise. 

(r) No. 

<//) Yes. 

<c) No. 


CMS Mvaluition in NadHu 

*61. Mr. RANdIT PAL CHOUDHURI: (o) Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the annual cess assessed during the last ten years for Nadia, 

in) the amount of cess assessed according to the last cess revalua- 
tion in Nadia, 

{in) the difference between the last and present assessment, and 

(fv) the basis of assessments^ 

(fj) Is the Hon’ble MemW aware that in many cases the cess baa 
Wen increased by 4(K) percent, and overP 

(c) Will the llon’ble MetnWr be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of (lovernment to consider the cases where 
exorbitant assessments have Wen levied P 

{(f) Has the annual value of lands l)een fixed at thanawari rateP 

(f) If the answer to (</) is in the atfirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MemWr W pleased to state wrhether it was duly notified P 

if) Have notices under section 24 been issued to the cultivating 
miyatsP 

iff) If the answer to (f) is in the negative, will the Hon’lde Mainbar 
he pleased to state under what section they are valued P 

{h) Is it a faei that the valuation of estates and tenures have 
been made mauxawari instead of treating them as unitf 
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(f) If 80 , will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the groonda 
oa which part valuation is allowed in cases where revenue or rent 
is not divisible? 

(j) Is it a fact that the valuation statement under sH'tion ii4 of 
the Cess Manual, 1919, pa^re 142, has Wen omittetl? 

{k) If so, under what authority? 

{/) \N ill the Hon ble Meinl>er lie pleaKe<l to state whether notices 
under section 66 have been issued on the rent-free holders? If not^ 
why not? 

(in) Are the Governinenr consideriiifr the desirability of legrisla- 
ting to indemnify superior landlord against loss thitmgh the failure 
of suits for realisation of cesses from subordinate interests due to 
laches on the part ot the (\>lle< tor in not taking nec'essarv steps under 
the section and rules laid down in the Cess Manual, 1919? 

MEMBER in eliarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tho Hon’IHo Sir Provath Chuncler Mittor); (o) (i> 

Its. 1, {14, 079 after intermediate alterations l>ef(^re last revaluation. 

(it) Its. 0,24,642, excluding valuation of lands lying within tho 
geogiaphicnl limits of other di^fncts, but iMiriie on the tauf.i roll of 
this district. 

(Hi) lls. l.;U),50’{. 

ill') The last assessment wa** baM*«»l on returns only as submitio(} 
by the purtie*', but the present asHes*.!!!^!! is basf^d mainly on the 
finally published settlement record -of -rights and returns, 

ih) It is repHJrted that there were a few such (‘uses. 

No, since no case oi illegal assessment has come to the iioticw 
of Cioverument. 

id) The annual value of lands other than those held hy cultivating 
raiyats was fixetl on the basis of tables of rates preparwl for eacE 
thana. 

ic) The Act does not require that the rates sb<iuld be uoiihed. 
They were however .sent to the Chairman of the District Board and 
the President of the local Bar Association for information. 

(/) No. 

iff) Lands of cultivating raiyat*^ within an estate or tenure are 
valued in accordance with section 4. 

(h) No. Eetates and tenures were valued as units after asrertaiiv- 
ing the valuation in each mauia. 

(0 No inch case occurred. 
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0) and (it) No. Since forms A and B of Appendix VI of the 
CesH lleraluatiou Instructions served the purpose of valuation ctate* 
ments in ac<*ordanre with rule 115 (i^) of the Cess Revaluation Instruc- 
tions, 192^J. 

(/) Yes, when neces.sary. 

(m) No. because apart from other reasons, no laches has been 
established. 

Mfi Oa Na ROYS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
meaning of the word “ basis ” in answer (a) (ir)? How is the assess- 
ment calculated P 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The assess- 
ment is calculated under the Cess Act, coupled with the instructions 
issued. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Is h not a fact that the assessment should be 
Imsed on the circumstances of each estate and not upon the settlement 
returns, etc.? 

Thi Han^Mf Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: No. The 

Cess Act does not provide tor that. 


Mr. D. N. ROY: Is the Hon’ble Memlwr aware that under the 
I\otr to section »t4 the valuation must be bused on the ** existing cir- 
t'umstances ” of each estate? 

Tha HolPMa Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as 

s^ultivating ruiyats are (’onc’erned, the valuation is determined by sec- 
tion 4 of the Act. So far as tenures are coiH*erned, there are no specific 
«e<'tionH in the Act; and the Note referred to by my friend must be 
i*ead with the provisions of the Act. 

Mf* Ofe N» ROY I Is it not a fact that notices are not alw ays pro- 
perly served f 

ru nmtrtiH Sir PROVASH CHUNDfR MITTERt Notice are 
»lw.y» properly served, but if my friend I’an brinp any specific case 
in which a statutory notice has not been properly serv^, I shall be 
pleased to look into the matter. 

Mr. RARJIT RAL CNOUOHURIi Who is the authority to luar 
cess appeals? 

Tlia Mr RROVAtH OHUNOfR MITTlRt The authonty 

ta mentioned in the Cess Act. 
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m tHjMt NAOfllDflA NATH SiNi (a) Will th« Hoii'bk 

Member in chargre of the Department of Irrif^ation be pleased to etat# 
the result of His Excellency the Governor's tour of inspection in 
July last in the matter of the offtakes of the Bhagtrathi and Jalangi 
rivers P 

{h) Has this affected the Bhairab reclamation schemes? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the precise posi- 
tion of the Bhairab schemes? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Memlier l)e pleased to state the precise posi- 
tion of the Ehobadak and the Betna projects in the Tessore and 
Khulna districts? 

{e) Are the Government considerini? the desirability of issuing a 
memorandum contnininsr the outlines of the irrifpition jHiIicy of th# 
Government in the Gnnjjetic delta? 

MEMBER in Muirga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tlM 
Hoffblo Namrab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All ChaiaiBiuii, Khaii Babaduft 
of Dhanbaii): {a) The matter under careful inveHti^ralion. Further 
observation is necessary in order to ascertain the causes in operation 
and to devise, if possible, means for the improvement of these rivers. 

ih) No. 

(c) and (d) The position is much the same to-day as explained in 
the reply to the (juestion No. 2b (starred) during the July Session of 
last year, except that the Betna projei-t has lieeii sent to the Director 
of Public Health for opinion. 

(c) Not at present. The question of future irrigation policy in 
Bengal is, however, cK‘cupying the attention of Government, and n 
statement on the ‘•ubject will In* made us early as possible. 

Mr. 0. N« ROYS How long has the matter l>een under careful 
investigation? 

TIM Hiii*bM N«mb BMiadur BAlYtO NAWAB ALI OHAU* 
OHUNIi Khan Bahaduft of D baw b ar f: For u number of years. 

Mr. D. N. NOY: How long will it be under that careful conridera- 
tion? 

Mr. Pfmmirrt That h no qo««tl 0 D. 
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Srijlit NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to the phrase 
Not at present ** in answer (e), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state when the statement is likely to be available to the general 
public ? 

The Hon’Me Ncmrab Bafiadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot say. 


Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: With regard to the question 
of the future irrigation policy of the Government, is the Irrigation 
Department considering the Grand Trunk Canal project as one of the 
accepted policies of Government ? 


The Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, o)l Dhanbari: The Grand Trunk Canal pro- 
ject does not concern the Irrigation Department. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: In the Hon'hle MemW 
aware that the Bhairah scheme has been pending l)efore the Govern- 
ment for tlie last 40 years? 


Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No. 

R®1 JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Is the Hon’hle Meml)er 
aware that when Dord Konaldshay visited Jessore, he promised that 
the schemes would taken up during the year following his visit. 

Tht Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, Dhanbari: I do not know. 

•rtjut NAOBNDRA NATH BEN: With regard to answer (a), will 
the Ron 'hie Member be pleased to state whether the report of His 
Excellency the Governor’s tour of insiMM tioa is available to the public? 

Tba Haii*blo Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, at Ohanbari; No. Sir. 


Mr. JOCR8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it available to the members 
of this Housed 


Tba Nan’bla Nmab Ba bad ur BAIYID NAWAR AU CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Babadur, ^ OhanbaHi I want fresh noUce, Sir. 
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m MDUNATH MAZUMOAII iMtri Is tlie Rou ble Member 
awsre that when Lord Lyttoa visited Jeseore, he promised that the 
Bhairab schemes would be taken up within a year following his visit? 

Tilt Ntfl’Mt Namrali Bahsliir 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHUill, KIumi Balmiiir, of Dhanbtri: No. 

Rti JADUNATH MAZUMDAR BMlir: Will the Hon’ble Meml>er 
kindly inform the House in what stage Bhairab Scheme No. 1 is at 
present ? 

Tht Hoii'bit Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURIf Khan Bahadufi tf Dhanbari* I think I have replied to this 
question by referring to starred question No. '^i) of the July session of 
last year. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Has the Hon’ble Member anything to add to 
what was then said? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With refereme to answers (r) 
and (f1), will the Hon’ble Member l»e pleased to intorni the members 
of this House the precise stage of the Betnu project when it was sent 
to the Director of Public Health? 

(No reply L 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the (mvetnment .onsidcr the 
desirability of transferring the portfolio ut IrrigatifUi from the present 
MemWr to another Meml>er of (’<»uiicil? 

(No reply). 


Altoration of date of tho noxt mooting on aooouni of Id. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, day before 
yesterday, I received a representation from tbe Moslem mem- 
bers of this House that owing to tbe Id it might l>e difficult 
for them to attend the Council meetings on the 14th and the 15th 
of March next. I brought this to the notice of His Excellency the 
Governor and he has been pleased to direct that the Council shall next 
meet on the 16th March and not on the 14th, as previously antaged. 
The effect of this will he that only 10 days would be available for the 
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voting of the d«mand« for granU More the Eaater hoUdaji i&tereene. 
In the special circumstances, His Excellency has been pleased to 
direct that the Council meetings may be continued, if necessary, after 
the Easter holidayH on the 2nd and the 3rd of April. 

The genera] discussion of the Budget will now be resumed. 


Ciflitil P tommio li lilt BiMipft 

Mmlwi ABUL KA8EM: I have Wen teid that the discussion of 
the Budget in this House, or rather Wfore empty Wnches, is of abso- 
lutely no use or utility. 1 agree with that, hut if I rise to say a few 
words to>day, it is not with the intention of inllicting a speech on the 
House, hut simply to rw-ord my proteet against the Government of 
Bengal for their treatment of the rural areas as compared with that 
of cities. I am Horr>' to say. Sir, that this year’s Budget, which is 
the last Budget to W passed by this Council, should hare been more 
unsatisfactory than the previous budgets presented to us, though I 
fully recognise that there are circumstances over which we have no 
control — whether the Finance MemWr has, or has not, I cannot say. 

What I find in this Budget, Sir, is that although provision hae 
Wen made for the improvement of cities and the provision of comforts 
and conveniences for some classes of Government officers, very little 
attention, if any, has Wen paid to the rural trai ts of Bengal. 1 have 
not much experience of Bengal on the other side of the river Badraa, 
so 1 shall confine my remarks to that part of the country from 
which 1 come, 1 mean the Burdwan Division, and of which 1 have 
more intimate knowledge. Sir, Wfore the government of this c^ountiy' 
passed into the hands of the British, my part of the c'onntry w’as 
t>erhaps the most fertile in the whole of Bengal, if not of India. 
After the British took charge of the government, peace and order 
were brought into the land, no doubt, but so far as we, the people of 
Hurdwaa, are <‘oncerned, for reasons for which the Government itself 
is responsible, the fertility of the land has immensely deteriorated 
and tO'day the cultivators, the people of the rural area, are, I cannot 
say, living from hand to mouth, but they are aHuaJly starving, why, 
because the productive powers of the land have diminished although 
the taxes imposed on them have reached the maximum limit. True, 
we have been told that the Government are taking adequate steps, 
they have got the Damodar Canal projei'i in hand, and other engineer* 
ing works, for the purpoee of creating irrigation canals. We have 
already the Aden Canal, but I submit that it is not sui&cient for the 
purpose as it doe#* not supply water where it is needed, particularly 
at times of acute scarcity. The whole proUem requires complete in* 
yetiigation and revision. 
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Oi t)Hi otli«r tidff o£ tbe Burdwan diatnet, 60 aqiiart niita ol land 
jfo wicttltivated every year because tbe cropa are AMtro]^ even by a. 
few days' Oood aod mundation, and lor the rest ol the 3^r the bade 
of the rivers are silted up. All these rivers, the Ajty, Damodar and 
other livers are affected because of the action ol the Railway iis 
building bunds for railway construction; these and other reasons havw 
caused waterlogging. The outlet of water from water channels is so 
limited, that naturally* the bed of the river has gone up with the- 
result that the drainage of the Division has been stopped and there it 
no yearly flushing. 

Sir, we hear a good deal nowadays alK>ut the steps taken by Gov- 
ernment for the eradication of malaria; the Public Ilealth Department 
of the Gf»vernment has Wn giving deinonsti'ations and magic lantern 
lectures on sanitation to people in the countr\-, hut if agriculture is 
improved by better drainage, and flood and rain water are allowed to 
drain away quickly, water <‘hannels cleared, and so forth, malaria and 
other diseases will completely disappear, and there will be no further 
damage to the crops. I submit that unless and until these prf»hlemo 
are tackled pro|>erly the distribution ot (juinine will he of no avail 
whatsoever. 

Sir, in the resolution ot (tovenniient published on the working of 
the District Board>, it has l>eeu remarked tluit the District Boards are 
doing very good work and that there is an improvement in the health 
of the province, hut as good work has to he continued, it has l»een 
suggested that fresh sources of taxation should l»e explored in the 
rural areas for further impn»vement of drinking water, roads, sanita* 
tion, etc. Ahmg with other suggestions, it has hi^en suggested that 
the carts plying in the rural areas, which have hitherto remained un» 
taxed, should now l>e taxed. We are all thankful to Govenrment for 
the sym]mthy shown to us, for our health, roads and other con- 
veniences. But there is one thing remarkable alaiut that reeolution. 
It says that the roads are not in a proper <*ondition, and therefore it 
is not convenient for inotor-c'urs to ply without damage. The owner* 
of motor-€'ars, buses, etc*., pay whatever taxes they have to pay for 
licences, eU*.. to the authorities in ('alcutta and not to the District 
Boards. These pecrple do not pay a single pice towards the main- 
tenaiice and upkeep of district roads, but still it is their cem- 
venience that has to l>e looked to. This is an aspect which the 
molution ignores altogether. In my district also an order has been 
passed, not by the District Board but by the Government of Bengal 
that the width ol the rim of the wheels of ail bullock carts plying in 
that district mnsl be increased by 2 inches, if not more— the reasov 
given being that the narrower rim damages the roads badly with the* 
reeult that motoiM^r tyres are badly affected. ] submit, Bir, that if tbr 
ownar* of motor-cars want good diatriet roads, thay oaght ta he «iade» 
to pay lor them, and not the poor people. 
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Sir, th« quMtion of irrigation and lanitation go hand in hand, ami 
very little attention ban been paid to either of them, and where 
measureH for improving them are concerned, the Budget shows the 
parsimonious hand of the Hcotsman, but where it is a question of 
bricks and mortar,^’ or other conveniences for Calcutta, it is not the 
hand of the Scotsman, but that of the spendthrift Tioudoner that are 
seen in these items of expenditure. 

Sir, what we regiet, and against what I enter my most emphati< 
protest, is that the provincial revenues should be spent for the l>euefit 
of the wealthier section of the people of the province. The poorer 
section of the people demand and deserve more c^msideratiou at the 
hands of our Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Sir, one of the worst miseries which the cultivators suffer is theii 
jK*r{)etual and giinding indebtedness, (jovernment some years lia< k 
^considered this question, and ns a result they established the (\>- 
s»perativo Department for helping the starting of iro-operative societies 
for the relief of the cultivators. I cannot say that these societies have 
done immense good to the p^iple, it is undeniable that they have 
done some good, and are progre.ssiug sutistactorily, and it is ex|>ected 
that if these societies extend, a time may < (Uiie, and 1 ho|>e it will 
<(M>me, in the near future when the indebtedness of our cultivators will 
he entirely removed. But, Sir. there again (foveniinent interfeies. 
When we ask for a larger numl)er of c<M>jx*rative socueties to be 
^established, the liegistmr tells us that we cannot have any more as 
thei-e is no further provision in the Budget made lor their audit, inspei- 
fion and contml. Sir, 1 understand that the audit fees rectdved from 
these societies were intended to defray the pay and exi>enses of the 
auditors, hut, Sir, if you look through the Budget, you will find that 
a good portion of the audit fees realised from co-operative societies 
is merged into {mivincial revenues and only a moiety is left for the 
^ximnsion of the staff of the Registrar of Co-operative Soi ieties. 
There have bt^n complaints about this, and I hope the matter will 
1)6 seriotwiy considered by (Government. 

liustly, I hope that as this Council will not be in existence after 
^me months, our successors will have the gtwd fortune to find better 
proviaiou made for irrigation, drainage, sanitation, etc., in rural areas 
in the budget estimates of the years to come, and also to realise our 
Skspiration that the inuuici|)alities of Calcutta and the mufassal alike 
should be asked to pay for tbeir own conveniences and oomlorts, and 
not utilise the hard-earned money of the piK^r cultivators of this 
l»rovin(H» for the purpose. 

Mm NALINIflAMAII iARKlIlt Sir, if it is the privilege of 
the Hon*ble Member to present the Budget to this House in the usual 
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8ter60i|yped form without any attempt to introduce featuM of enlight* 
ened financial policy such as characterise the budget of a free and 
progreasiTe nation, it is equally niy bounden duty to point out its 
inadequacies, albeit with that lack of practical effect which is but 
natural to the efforts of a subject people, I should, indeed, have 
refrained from taking the time of the House and taxing the patien<?e 
of the Hon’ble Member, by offering criticisms with which he is all 
too familiar, but for the fact, that the dangerous UMidencv in the 
(lovemment not to look beyond the brim of their hats and to live 
only for the day with a ('hristian indifference for the morrow, has 
brought the affairs f)f our province tt» the verge of bankruptcy and 
ruin. 

In the w’ords of the Finance MemlMU’ himself the Hudget estimates 
of the Government of Hengal are presented in the usual form, replete 
with statements and apjamdices. Then* is also a free offer, lightly 
made l)ecnuse j>erhaps not intended ti> be serioiusly taken, for “ further 
information on any fwint ” to anyone desiring the same. But Sir, 
iM'hidden us we are to the Hoirble Member for this offer, an* we, in 
these days when the j>eople of every country have learned to look to 
the National Budget for some measure or other of jM)pulnr IsMietit, 
some lightening of the load of life for the toiling and, in this country, 
the stan'ing masses, are we, 1 ask, to be content merely with such 
a show of ccmrtesy, a courtesy extending only to an arithmetical exjdo.* 
nation of sundry figures Year in and year out, we, with our mandates 
from the {KMcpIe, and with our own sense of duty to our country, 
have taken the Budgt*t even as it was presenttMl to us, item by item, 
and pointed cmt the vast disjmrity U^tw^een the crying needs of these 
I^eoplf* and the paltry pmvisions made by Gox'emment. But all t<» no 
purpose. We have grow'n sick of the lame excuses, sjiecious (detidings 
and insincere protestations of the Gccvertiiiient. IVrhajwi we ex|iected 
too much of the armv of Government officials in the finance Ih'parl- 
ment, marshalled as they are, not by one, but by tw'o Alexaiidtws, 
to fight the forces of igncuunce and disease in this unfortunate land. 
But is it also too much to ex|M'ct cjf them, even from their own narrow 
standpoint, to make l)oth ends rne<*t, not merely for the hour, but in 
uccor^nce with the j)erspe<!tive of a reasonable’ distance of time?' 
The Finance Member is diffident as to whether he may claim that 
within the resources at his disposal he has made a fair distribution 
throughout the various branc’hes of the administratiou. Ho far as 
bounties to the services are concerned, we are quite convinced that 
he has been more than generous and exhaustive in his treatment. 
But had this side of the House been in power, the slender spring of 
our resources would not have been allowed to dry up without a reason* 
able proportion of its life-giving current being utUtsed for popular 
wel^. Even with our resources as they are, much can be dono 
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on the firiiiciple of dit equitable ahario^ of the burden of atringency. 
We would be huaueiera not arithmeticians, nor mere “ pay-cleilia 
(loliug money act'ording to debit bills. Even this Government can do 
mu<‘h if it would only devote a little more thought for the peo|de, and 
display a little less fairtiality for the services, if it would evince a 
livelier interest in the vital, if somewhat drab and prosaic, concerns 
of the masses and a lesser fondness for powers and pomp, for the tbeatri- 
(uilities, the extruvagunces and flamboyances of authority; that is to 
say, if it had some sense of proportion, some consciousness of \*aiue8. 
But at budget time, they cry of want ; at the year end, they comjdain 
of saving. 

3 p.in. 

But that is, as 1 said, an as|ie(t oit which 1 do nut projxwe to 
touch in any detail to-day; I shall confine myself to the narrow aspect 
of the technical integrity of the Budget, and try and meet the Treasury 
on its owti ground. 1 ask in the first j>la<e, is it fair to the House 
that there slumld 1m* no attempt on the fmrt of the Goveriuueiit to 
explain the general financial |K)sition and to (onvince the Houw that 
it is n<»t, as I urge it is, on the verge of ruin';:' Tho position now is, 
that hut for the windfall of Us. 52 lakhs, thanks to tin' uuliounded 
licence granted hy an alien Govenmieut for the free exploitation of 
this <t»untry, we would not have lH*eii able to meet the ex|)enditure 
from revenue and our affairs are su< h that we must eat more and 
more into our balance. This balance, Sir, is not an uneneuiiil)er^ 
one. We have the definite obligation to maintain it above the limit 
of OIK* crore; and while the Government have sh(^wn no uni'eadiuess 
to incur new lecairiug charges on account of the superfluous luxuries 
of bridges and buildings, they have m>t evincrtl the slightest interest 
in properly adjusting the appropriations in view of the real and press- 
ing nwds <if the jieople. They have made the utmost of the very 
valid grievance against the Mestoii Settlement, trying to make a scape- 
goat of it for all their follies and blunders. Who amongsi us, Sir, 
would say Gmt the Meston Settlement has not been inequitous in its 
treatment of Bengal and ruinous in its effects Its worst feature, apnrt 
from its inequity and injustice, is the litM»nce granted to the Bengal 
Government to meet increaetnl expenditure from the expanding revenues 
relating to excise and stamps — a licence. Sir, to exploit two of the 
most ruinous of human weaknesses. 1 do not know bow Christian 
morality, or any morality for that matter, can attempt to justify it. 
But the Heston Settlement, a curse as it is to Bengal, baa pro\'ed 
a veritable boon to successive Finance Members, for it has served aa 
a potent excuse lor tbe whole of tbe Finance Department sitting on 
ita oars and looking on, while we are being borne down to certain 
yuin. For leading to ruin we certainly are and I can convince the 
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though the Finance Member affects to be undisturbed and has 
refused to take the House into his conidence, that our financial 
pKisitioo is one fraught with the gravest anxiety for the representa- 
tives of the people. I shall, Sir, briefiy present the position as I see 
if. The fundamental fact from which there is no jfetting nway is this: 
that apart from many further Godsends which we can hartlly expect to 
be showered on us in a continuous flow, we have not the means of 
making both ends meet. 


According to the Budget estimates ft>r the coming year, the esti- 
mated revenue amounts to about Us. 11 crores and the exjKOiditure 
to about Us. 11,70,00,00(1 causing a normal deficit of about Us. 70 
lakhs. Together with this has to be considered the fact that the 
Government have definite commitments from which there is no turning 
back, though they were undertaken with callous imliffeicnce to our 
fiiiuncial capacity — coiiiiiiitineuts which mean an annual ex|»euditure 
in the neighlnjurluHKl of Us. JtO lakhs for years to come. The works 
in res|>ect of these have already commenced, large outlays have l»een 
made or incurred, ami good money, hard-earned money, will have to 
1 h^ thrown after the bad money thus siHMit with careless indifferein e. 
The estimated closing balance is Us. 1,04,(>6,(NH) and even this is not 
free from eiicumhraui e as there are the non-iecuning » harges lot 
schemes to which Government are committed. like the l)u<ca riiiver. 
sity Moslem Hall, the Bhatpura Sewage S<-heme, the i’alcuttu bridges, 
medical schtads. etc., the ( barges on these aci'ouiits coming up to alsiut 
Us 6() lakhs. The luiluuce is, therefore, the compulsory' miaimOT 
vitallv necessary as a working Imlance. With our hands thus tied I 
leave it to the House to imagine the effec t of this finam lal imtalysis 
on the life of the province. There is no surplus either for recurring 
ex]ieiulituie on life-saving measures, iior even for serving a b*an 
whereby these could have been undertaken. 


Meantime, what can we do? F.et in in.,K,te„t ruRe? Or alj^t 
a calloue indifference? Or eit with folded hand, till the dy wh^ 
the Meeton Settlement may be unwttlerl . I can oul> lejieat that my 
own optimiam ha* run iUelf ont. If a new eeftlement "‘•oul^^at^.n 
incre.« our iu«>ur.te* comparatively. I dare *ay the Government will 
readily find more than one coetly echeme of benefit only to their pr^ 
togeea or of avail only to tighten their ^p over J" 

ftiMHiffe away the moneys as they come. The miUtims will itiU \m 
iSTto their wretchedn^ and penury. Thi* kind of '“‘‘f* 
and frantic finance mnat continue »o long a* the irree^neiWe •y«tem 
i. what it ie, and I realia. only too keenly that the 

moat unanairerable criticiam it but idle. 

Where criticigm » unavailing, let me at leart make a fmitfnl 


anneation. 
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We have on us a demand for Ks. 1,50,000 on account of those 
ministers who may be willing to espouse the crippled dame of Diarchy. 
1 wonder, Sir, whether there be any gallants in this House who may 
l*e willing to let the lure of gold blind them to the ghastliness of 
the niiich-hawked bride. IVhy not, then leave this dowrj^ for thohe 
who are already wedded to diarchy, in grateful recognition of the 
servireK which have brought our finances and our position to thi^ 
pass. A go<Mlly hhare should doubtless go to the Hon’ble Finance 
Meinl>er who has so successfully maned both present and future ol 
this province. Hut other and worthy claimants there are whose 
deserving claims 1 would specially j)ut forward before the Council, 
The Plon’ble Member for Irrigation who extends his blissful somno- 
lence to costly dredgers that have ceased to dredge, by dint of peren- 
nial state of costly repair, has likewise his claim to a portion. Then 
comes the Hon’ble Hevenue Member w'ho advertised a grand scheme 
of water-Kuj)ply to the province but at the earliest opportunity con- 
tented himself w'ith quenching his own thirst — for office I mean — 
leaving the parched millions of Bengal to God's good care. I have 
<leliherutely held over the claims f>f the Member for Law and Order 
to the lust. For his deeds are brave and his achievements heroic. 
Is he not the meml>er of the Executive who, for the first time in the 
annals rd Indian Constitutional history, could win out of the Chief 
.]uHti<’e of Bengal the proud boast that the Executive head of the 
department of Law and Order and the Crown's chief representative 
of Justice “pull on well together.'' Tea, and from that same Lord 
Chief Justi<e to se<ure so intimate a co-operation as to lead the 
latter, in his desire to please, to level accusations of political bias 
against a (‘olleague, and to hurl slang denunciations against an 
accused in the do<'k, l)ecBUHe, toi-scmth, of a rival jaditical jtersuasionF 
It is not for me. Sir, to anticipate the decision of the Council, hut 
may 1 not claim that I have made an offer acceptable at least to this 
side of the House as a fitting recognition of the wisdom, financial and 
otherwise, of the Go\-ernment ? 

Mr. »I«I0Y PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, as regards the utility 
of delivering a budget speech to an empty House I entirely agree 
with my esteemed friend Maulvi Abul Kasem but mine is not one 
of unadulterated protest. 1 also agi'ee with the Maulvi Sahib in his 
condemnation of the Government for the present condition of my 
district and I join wdth him in his chorus of lamentation. 

Sir, I think I can congratulate the Hon'ble the Finance Member for 
Wing the sponsor of a surplus Budget in spite of the present ^nancial 
difficulties. Ncd^nly feels the financial stringency more keenly than 
he does, and I take this opportunity to thank him and his Secretary, 
Mr, Cassells, for presenting the ease of Bengal frankly, fearlessly 
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and%o«t effectively before the Simon Commiiwon. The balenee of 
the Budget is due to the windfall of Rs. 52 lakhs; and I am sure 
that the Hon’ble Finance MemWr appreciates this windfall most. 
He appreciates it more than even the captain of a ship stranded in 
the mid se^i and waiting almost hopelessly for a favourable breeie. 

Sir, turning to the Budget itself. 1 find there is no new feature, 
the same stereotyped method of meting out doles to departments fairly 
and e^uitabH as much as possible under the present <*iiTumstances. 
faking the Revenue Department first. I find there is a provision for 
the colonisation of the Sundarbun area vrhich will remove the scaivitv 
(►1 land. This is a gm)d thing which my countrvmen will fully 
appreciate. But in the next item there is a pnivision of Ks. 17,73,000 
tor suiTey and settlement work. Sir, I leiterate my protest against 
this ill-conceived scheme. It is quite inconsistent with the present 
tinanciul condition of the provin<*e. very unsuitable to the economic 
((Uidition of my countrymen, and what I find is that it is for the 
l>enefit of none; it is not to the In'iiefit of the (lovernment, neither 
<»f the landlords nor of the tenants. Its only effert is that it will 
drive the tenants against the landlords and the landlords against, the 
tenants and will create an enmity lietween the two. (A Voice: 
Question'}. 

Thei», Sir, coming to the iMilne, 1 fiml there is an increase in 
ex]>enditure by Rs. l(J lakh^. Attempt has la^en mu<le to explain and 
justity it, but we feel that this increase is not coiisistimt with the 
present condition ot our levenues and not I’ommensurate with the 
increase in the other dejuirtiiients, the departments in which we take 
more interest and whi<'h are really for the good of the |>eople, for 
in««tun(e. the Dejiartineiit of Education, where the increase is only 
about Rs. lakhs, wherea^ in the Department of J^olice the increases 
IS Ks. lb lakhs. This is a very gcasl coiiimentury on the Budget 
Itself. 

As regards the Medical Department, there are certain useful pro- 
visions, for examjde, for medical schools and certain other medic.a) 
institutions. Hero again I ( annot but make certain observationii on 
some of the kerns in the Budget. The gnint for the Carmichael Meilical 
College is only Rs. 20,000. Sir, it must l>e remembered that it i$ 
an institution which was started by private enterf^rise and is a self- 
supporting institution maintained by private enterprise and by the 
sacrifice of certain jvatriotic gentlemen. I think the (tovemment 
owes it to themselves to increase the grant for this institution. 
When a grant of one lakh can be provided for the Ifospital Nurses' 
Institute and a provision of Rs. 2^1,064 ha« been made for the Bhowani- 
pore Observation Ward, for the Carmichael Medical College there if 
a provision of Rs. 20,000 only. I find a provision of lia. 50,000 lor 
the improvement of public health. The same amount of Ha. 50,000' 
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WM prorided lut jreM- alio. Thi* is an itom for wkich on« 

Dke 4o tee at leaet Re. 5,00,000 prorided, if that it poeeible, a pant 
4>f Bn. 50,000 for the public health of Bengal is hopeleesly inadequate 
There in altio a grant of Be. 2,50,000 for rural water-eupply. Sir. 
my friend Babu Nalinininjan Barker has already anticipated me, an«l 
he has asked w^t has become of the rural water-supply scheme of 
the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter. Sir, has the thirst of the rural people 
been already quenched? I do not know why this question has been 
shelved in the archives of the Government tSecretariat to be brought 
and to be flourished again when it will be thought necessary. I find 
there is a i»rovision of only Bs. 1,20,000 for the distribution of 
quinine. It was Bs. 1,80,000 in the revised estimate of 1928-29 and 
I do not know w^hat has led the Government to reduce it by Bs. 60,000. 
There is also a provision of only Bs. 50,000 for anti-kala-azar 
campaign. It was Bs. 1,50,000 in the previous year’s budget and 
I strongly protest against this inequitous reduction of a grant under 
an imporiant hea<l of expenditure. There is a grant of Bs. 80,000 
for intensive anti-malarial measuree. Surely one is tempted to say 
that wly Bs. 80,000 for intennve anti-malarial measures for the 
whole of Bengal is a mockery! There is a provision of Bs. 80,000, 
reduced from Bs. 90,000 provided last year, for inspeiting staff for 
Taccination under the District Boards. I should say that this 
Bs. 80,000 is a very high figure to be wasted on the ins[>ecting staff 
when the main provision for vaccina*tioii itself is not more than 
Bs. 60, (KK). 

Then, Sir, on page 82 of the Budget I find a provision for one 
Deputy Director of Industries. I should think this is another huge 
waste of money. Bs. 1,800 per mensem for one Deputy Director of 
Industries comes up to Bs. 22,000 a year. While Bs. 30,000 is pro- 
vided for grants to industries Bs. 22,000 is provided for one Deputy 
Direi’tor of Industries! 

As regards the civil works and the irrigation projects, I find 
there is m new and imiM)rtant work which will improve the irriga- 
tion of the province. The only one important work which the Govern- 
ment undertook about two years ago was the Damodar Canal. There 
was not much progress during the last year and no new scheme has 
been undertaken this year as well. As a member of the Irrigation 
Committee I am perfectly familiar with the handicaps which piwvent 
the Government from undertaking new works and I do not wish to 
offer any criticism at present. 

iif« MNBUM ANANORA All AT At Sir, many meaihart inclitd- 
tag the non official Boropeant and official Emopeaiia have told ma 
ihoagh they agiwe with mach Btat wt may say, yat thay oaaaat 



OENEBAL WSCU8SI0N OF TBE BUDGET. mi 

m because we ireluse to ahiMre tbe reeponsibiUty of GoFecn- 
meat. I stand here to discuss the Budget to-day with a view to tell 
them Fby it is impoesible for any man claiminir to be a representative 
of lha people to share the responsibility of a soulless and inanimate 
>ysteiii of government as the present. 

:{-20 p.m. 

I think I may state without fear of contradiction that it is the 
solemn duty of Government to pievent people from dying if it is 
jiosvsible to pre^i*nt it. I <do not think I need fear any contradiction 
jii stating this. 

I^et us now turn to the vital statistics which I want to rea<l to the 
House from the last Adiiiiiiistration Ue(HMt <»f the Government of 
Bengal. If you look at the vital statistics given on page *19 you will 
find this: “The most striking feature of the vital statistics is the 
steady downward tiend of the hirih-iitte a<‘coiiijuuued by a death-rate, 
which fliK'tuates considerahly/’ The rejmit further says “ The 
figures compiled by the Puhlii* Health Department afford clear pr<M)f 
fif the imperfect method of collecting vital statistics. For exuiiijde. 
the maternal death-rate in rural areas is iiimdi less than it should 
he on the basis of the (’alcutta figures, which are naturally more 
a(*curate/' So that when I am giving tbe vital statistics from the 
(Tovernment report I want the Hotise to remenil»er that if it errs on 
any side it errs on the side of uuKlerutioii and there is no exaggera- 
tion <»f figtires. The chapter on vital statistics says that the total 
nnmiNsr of births rworded during the year was 1.27(h^iHO giving a 
birth-rate of •.*'<•4 i>er mille which wm 7*4 jM*r cent, less than that 
of tbe previous yeai* and 0*2 |»er cent, less than tbe (|iiin()tiennial 
average. It further states that the nutiiber of deaths from cbidera 
was 59, (KM), an increase of H5*7 |>er cent, over that of the previous 
year. The jiercentage of chtdera mortality to tiital mortality was 5*1 
against 2*9 during the previous year. 

Then speaking ab<mt small-|K>x it says that during the >ear small- 
pox (daimed 25,548 victims, an increase of 25 |a*r rent, over the 
previous year and (*0 (» per cent, over the dei*entiial mean. 

tSpeakiug alwut fever the rejiort says that during the year 822,744 
*deaths ocTurred iruiii fever of whi<‘h 458,198 w'ere due tii malaria, 
14^5 to kala-aiar, and so on, and these being the figures of the 
vitwl statistics in the Government publication (1 mean the latest 
publication) let ns now turn to the provisions made in the present 
Budget. 

If you look at page 77 of the Budget — estpenditure in connection 
with epidemic diaeaae e , a portion of which has been referred to by 
any iriend Mr. Bijoy PiwimmI Sin ha Boy — it reveals to t»s that ^|ie 
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«xpenfie<( in connection with epidemic dieenees were Rs. 5,88,000 
in the budget estimate for 1828-28 and Re. 4,88,800 in the revised 
estimate in the current Budget, but when there is an appalling increase 
in the number of deaths as I have shown from the Government 
re()ort, the provisions this year are almost half, only Rs. 2,81,000! 

The figures for death do not include figures about many more 
iiiillioMK who are in the grip and agony of those preventable diseases 
in Bengal. If any representative of the p€K>ple is asked after this 
to take a share in the responsibility of such a government should he 
not refuse to be a |>arty to a system of government Members of whic li 
in a free <*ountr>' would be brought up f(»r a charge of mau-slaughtei 
if not murder for neglecting the lives of the people.*^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That is all the more 
leason why you should come in and prevent it. 

Mr. ifOCEtH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 almost hear the voice of 
scoue prospective Minister there. I can well understand the anxiety 
in his mind about it. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I say it is not n prospec- 
tive Minister but a memlier of this Council who asks the speaker to 
accept the Ministry on the ground 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Gujita may proceed. 

Mr. 40CEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: As T said and may I iep(*at to 
my friends that no one claiming to he a representative of the people 
ca^n become a |>artv tt> a system of goveniment like this and be tabooe<l 
as having accepted that office for the purpose of Rs. 5,888 a month 
which could Iwtter l>e saved and devoted to saving of a few lives 
wherever possible. That is the view we take and that is our justifi- 
tation for not sharing the res|K»nsihiIity of oftice. We kuow very 
well that for the last It) or 15 years kula-tu&ar has spread along with 
the spreiid <4 water hyacinth. Schemes have lieen suggeste<i but 
Government have remainiMl inactive. Only yeslenlay we heard the 
rejdy of Government that they did not intend to take action in the 
matter. We are always criticised as destructive critics but we claim 
that a member from this side of the House has, in reH})onse to a 
re<|uest from the Minister, furnished him with a Bill for eradication 
of water-hyacinth which the Government have been asked to take up 
and publish under rule 47. It is from this side of the House that 
an Industrie Aid Bill has been introduced in this Council and it was 
also from this side that powers were sought to be given to Union 
BiMud presidents but the proposal has been rejected because it was 
Te-nent by the Governor. T, therefore, say that there is nothing in 
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tlM statement that we are only deetrnctiTe. I ought here to remind 
membera that in thi§ hall a atntement was made by that great patriot, 
Ileahbandhu Das, and it was in these words, which I think are still 
ringing in this hall and the walls of this hall are still resounding; 
“ If I am destructive, it is liecause I want to oonstruet. If 1 am 
a non-co-opei-ator, 1 can assure my friends it is Wause 1 Iwlieve in 
co-operation and 1 believe that no t*o-oj>eration is possible in this 
country* unless you start with non-co-operation.’* What did Mr. Das 
want? Mr. Das said “ I put a cmistructive suggestion btdon^ the 
Dovemment for the last time. Now, out of the one cmre and twenty- 
four thousands — it would be 24 lakhs (which was the estimated sui^dus) 
why not out of this, if you want to waste, waste two-thirds of it, leave 
one-third for the transferred departments? Surely this is a modest 
request. Borrow Rs. 5 crores at 6 j»er cent, interest and arrange for a 
sinking fund at 2J per cent. I think 1 have worked out in this way: 
if you spend Rs. lakhs for sinking fund charges and Rs. 30 lakhs 
to pay the interest y<m will clear the whole debt in 20 years. With 
Rs. 5 crores for nati(»n-buil(ling pur|Mises you can do a great deal. 
Speiul one crore for techiii<’ul e(lu<‘ati<»n in Bengal, K|>end one crt»re for 
jirimary education, sj>end Rs. JtO lakhs for special Muhatninadan educa- 
tional institutions, s|)end Rs. 30 lakhs fur th<»se who are called the 
depressed classes 1 do not believe that they are depressed classes ^ 
they are oppressed classes oppressed by the (lovernment and the higher 
classes alike; .K]>end one crore f<»r the development of cottage industrifla, 
spend one <‘rore for weeding out iiiularit. and kala-axar and sjiend Rs. 40 
lakhs for the <levelopinent of agnculture you can d<» all this aitli five 
(Tores without any s]»ecial efforts if yon Isirrow at 0 i>er cent.” This 
Mas the statement made by a resjamsihle leader from ibis side of the 
House hut what Mas the reH{>oiise to it? It has lieen said that it is 
impossible to provide the iie<-essary finance, lict us examine for a 
moment if it is the stringency of the finance or wont of the will to do 
it. May I remind the House that a Retrenchment (Committee presided 
over by Sir Rajendranuth Mukerjee and in which Sir Campbell Rhodes 
and other practical men took jmrt investigated the question of (iovem- 
ment expenditure and recommended a cut of Rs. 1, 90 lakhs, hut what 
did the Government do? Govemmeiit gave effect to the cuts re«>m- 
mended in the iiationdmiiding departments only, in the de|s*rtiiiewt 
of Agritmlture, in the department of Industries, for some lime hut 
during the last three years not only no retrenchment has Wn effecleil 
hut we find that there has been an increase over what the expenditure 
was at the time when the Retrenchment Committee reocvmmended the 
cuts. At the time of the last budget a statement was made that we 
have got a permanent remission of the Rs. 54 lakhs of the provinetal 
contribution, but what has been the result? Under this syatsem 
everything that comes is absorbed for the purpose of the general 
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iidmiiiMirstidfi and for tdu? purp<M»e ol police > admijDiatTRtioii. It we 
look ot page 7 ol tbe Ftiiamnal StstemeMt wf find that the generul 
adminiHitation which C4i#t Hm. 1,15 lakhn in 1^95^26 now oo«t*( 
lU, lukbM: the cmi of police udminiatration which waa Ra. l^Ti^ 
lakha in llf25-2(i i« now R». 2,12,74,000. If the ayatem of goTeni- 
jiient will abaorh all the money that may he available to pamper the 
police and alao to increiiae the cadre and pay of the highly paid 
otficera, in there any <‘haiice of any representative of the people com- 
ing to ahare the reH[MmHibility of government in the adminiatration 
of the nation-building departmental I may tell the House that tin* 
Govenimeiii may incmiae the expenditure on polit^e and they may try 
to increase thunua and all .Hints of things but it would be as fruitlesn 
a task as it would l»e to increase the fire brigade strength in Calcutta 
while allowing combustible and infiammable substam^es to lie strewn 
broatlcast all over (.’ulcutta! While people are dying of malaria ami 
kala-azar, do tin* (ioveruiiieiit realise that it is no g(K>d trying t<> 
increase the jjolice force and multiply administrative exi)euditu!v 
Ijecauw* the jKilice will have to guard empty villages and will so4)ii 
find that only ghosts are walking round the thtinas and haunting all. 
We on this side of the Hou.se consider the Budget from this stand- 
point and 1 want to know' who will not say that this is m)t a correct 
standpoint from which a i*epresentative should speak ulniut the Budget *' 

(Here the memlier reached his time-limit but wa.s itermitled tn 
finish his s]ieech.) 

1 may tissiire the (Government that it they jjersist in this [>olicy, 
then, though they muv increase the |xdi<*e, though they may multipi\ 
s'riminal prosecutions for sedition, when there are such a lot of famished 
and unemployed people, they would soon be running into all kinds ot 
dis<»rder wrhich no amount of police force could be expected to prevent. 
We have ofieiwl co-o}»eration in the form of a Board of Industries, 
in the f<»rin of a Board of Water Hyac’inth, in the form of a Board of 
Kducution ami if is up to Government to show that they really want 
■ix>-o}Siratu>n of the repi’eseiitutives of the people by accepting all those 
proposals, by ppaeidiiig funds and by going along that road. If they 
do n<»t dti that. I can assure them that one-tenth of the unrest that 
may ensure cannot l»e createii by the |>olitical agitators and Government 
themselves will he helping forward unrest and revolution much more 
spiickly than any (Hilitical agitator can do. 

KInui lallMhir Mayivi AZIZUL HAQUEs Kir, in spite ol the 
general discussions on the Budget being branded as a purely cere- 
monial function and in spite of the great loss in faith in some of our 
friends on the other side of the House, I was struck by the seal and 
aamestness displayed by them in carrying on the general discusaioni 
yesterday afternoon and even to-day. I shall not assume thersfore the 
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tmaaiAlous po^itiQii o{ proclainiing my lotui ul faith and yet take j^ar^, 
in. the general discuaeions to-day. I bhall only content myeeif in 
rapicBy taking stock of the political situation to-day in Bengal. 

Sir^ a distinguished friend of mine on the other side of the HoumT 
condemned the Budget of the year as one devoid of any coiistructiTe 
proposal for the benefit of the })eopie, as demonstrating that the 
interests of the people are not really hoked after by our rulers to-day. 
Mav I he permitted to remark that of late there has been gn>wing' 
among us a tendency of being Uw) much critic of the a<‘tions of other* 
rather than a bit self-introspective ami self-analysing with regard to 
the actions of ourselves. It is true that Government is res]a>nsihle for 
manv of the evils of this countiy. From malaria to kala-asar, fioin 
the failure of monsoon to cattle mortality, from communal frensy io 
the jK)Ssibly hatl examination results of Fniversity examinations, we 
aie apt to lay the blame and all the resiamsibility at the >W»r ot 
Government. Sir, 1 am not here and I hope Mr. .1. (’. Gupta will 
hear me t<» minimise the resjamsihility of Government in this matter 
hut what I say is that Government is jmrtly responsible for it. I 
figain wish, Sir, there were also a little of self-analysis and self- 
introspection as to what we ourselves have done in the matter, and 
what cc>-oi)eiati<m whi< h Mr. J. (\ Gupta has offered to-day has Wn 
offered during the past two and a half years, l^et those who will not 
hesitate to pass pious resolutions of high idealism lay their hands on 
their bos(»m and answer h(»w little they themselves have done in the 
matter. 1 ask them in all solemnity : U it in harmony with the spirit 
of selWetermination not to do all that is lamsihle for us to do hut 
only to talk of the very highest, do very little and always blame <»theni 
for all our evils f 

I shall not rake up old controversies hut shall content uiyiadf with 
only one illuMmtioii, unci 1 <i.. nc. l»-<uu>.e I hicve c.l lute heurcl thol tbo 
Council clews not Icwk to the interests of the ruiyuts of Hentr»l- Hnre 
we clone our duties to the ruiyuts of Ben^n'l, have »e iiro|>erly snfe- 
ffuarded the interests of the ruiyuts? I knocr the resimnsihility of 
Oovemmeiit in the mutter. They ure not elec ted re|.resei>tBlives of the 
people but if in a House cousisliii«r of u mujorily of elec ted represetiU^ 
lives the interest of raivuts cannot claim more than ten to fifteeit 
votes. I must express our grateful thunk* to the (Jovernment tend ito 
officers for whatever little they buve done in the mntter. And tn thto 
oonnec'tion I must differ from my (rullant friend, Mr. Htjoy PrawMl 
■ Kinirh Rov. ulmut hi* remarks on the survey end wttlement o|ier>ctioiMi 
behiff of no heneit tc. niiy one. I say tb*t the rights of the ruiy.ta 
of B«i|n.l wouW Ur, been nowhere but for these opermtion* wd if 
my friend hnd made a careful study of the aitrariaii history of 
from the Iffih century ri^t up to the present time, he wcruld haw 
found that a paH of the scduiion of Benpil’s airranan tmnhles woul# 
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lid in fixing their rights by means of survey and settlement operations. 
But, Sir, three years are almost rolling by and we stand tn-day in the 
position of a body who have very little to their credit except reducing 
the performances of ministry making and ministry breaking almost tu 
fine arts. 1 do not c'nmplain that the successive ministries have gone, 
for to me it has given the great political lesson which should be 
learned by everybody concerned in this affair. May I say this almost 
in the language of one of the greatest Viceroys of India that “it 
a minister is ever wanted to lead it should be because he has estal>- 
lished his claim in public life to be thought the right man. That 
should come fmin confidence in his character and ability, not fnmi 
futile struggle in supi)ort of a failing ministry in an exbauste.l 
house." S[>eaking of the Budget, I must at the outset coiigratU’ 
late the Hon’ble Mr. Marr and the Goveniment of Bengal on the^ 
firm stand he took l)efore the Simon Commission in demonstrating 
the inequities of the present financial arrangements. I am sure 
Bengal will be thankful if he will, while in England on leave, carry 
this sad financial tale to those leaders of Parliament who will control 
the destiny and the future of this Presidency. 

Speaking on the provincial finance, may 1 draw the attention of 
the House to the present financial condition of the local bodies in 
Bengal. These loc4il bodies have had an enoimous expansion of their 
activities, while their finances have not kept pace with it. Time has 
come for Government to investigate the normal needs of these local 
InxlieN, and to see how far it is possible for these local bodies to meet 
the normal ex[>ense8 within the means at their dis^msal, and to explore 
the iHmsibilities of the financial expansion and to find out what steps 
should he taken to remedy this financial state of affairs so far as the local 
hollies are concerned. 

Sir, 1 feel that the time has come for us to revise the hithert*) 
followed jdan and jxilicy in some of the departments of Government. 
When I tell you, Sir, that the District Boards of Bengal, with an 
anw» of 70,46ft square miles and 44 millions of people and with 2,500 
miles of metalled, 15,000 miles of unmetalled and 18,000 miles of 
villagt^ mads, are only able to s|)end about Rs. ;15 lakhs out of their 
resources, and when I further say that the Government of Bengal 
apends almut Rs, 25 lakhs in roads, I must say that the case for deter- 
mining the future jadicy as to how far and to what extent we are 
justified to spend |m>vincial funds for roads is more than made out. 

A lew words 1 shall siieak about our e<iucatioiial budget. Here 
I CHimplaiu, as I have been complaining, of the complete want of sense 
of furoportion in framing the budget and greater attention to the metro- 
fi^is itself. 1 am fully in favour of the further spread of girl educe- 
€ion in this Presidency. But may I ask where was the neoessity for 
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provide Rn. 2,50,000 for acquiring the Cbriat Church School bulM- 
ingand Oie land to the soutb-weat of Bethune Cbllege compound, 
when not even the eatimate had been prepared and sanctioned by the 
departmental authorities? I have been crying hoarse for providing 
the expenses of only Rs. 16,000 for a Moslem hostel at Krishnagar 
whose imperative needs hod been admitted by Goveniment and whose 
administrative sanction was announced by His Excellency the Governor 
some years back. Each year I am assured of the next lies! next year 
and each expectation is beguiled at the next and it seems we are gtung 
to l3e the perpetual dupe of to-morrow. 

Sir, I regi’et to find that there has not be«*u any provision (or fur- 
ther grant4i-in-aid to the numertnis madrassas that are now without 
any Government aid. These madrassas came into existence as a result 
of many years of sympathetic activities on the part of Government. 
Old scheme madrassas broke up to find jdace for these new ones, and 
Government is almost pledged to give its financial support. These 
institutions serve very greatly the needs of Moslem education in 
lleiignl and owing to its religious classes are highly jnipular. Very 
tmfortunately the sympnthy has of lute been tightened and we are Udd 
of certain conditions of grants-in-aid in a recent circular issued from 
the Director of Public Instniction’s office, and that in spite of our 
Imvingtt Mussalman Assistant Director of Public Instruction, it, bidieve 
me. Sir, will totally cripple the madrassas in Bengal. Will it lie an 
infoniiation to the House, Sir, that out of 576 luudrassas in Ibuigat, 
only 278 are aide<i, and yet we find no additional provision for the 
same? The Educational services in Bengal are now eom]iletely in a 
disorganised state. The recruitment of Indian Educational Service 
men haa been stopped and nothing has yet been decided about the 
proposed suiierior educational services. This has kejit the recruit- 
ment in Provincial Educational Service in a trangit4>ry stage and is 
causing extreme hardship in the service. I liofie a quick de<'ision 
will now lie mode. 

^*1-45 p.m. 

I congratulate the Government upon the provision of Rs. l,40,00tl 
for the proposed Moslem Institute building. It was, I believe, in 
1912 or 1913 when I was a student in Onlrutta and the Honorary 
Secretary of the Moslem Institute that the Government sanctioned 
a sum of Rs. 1,40,000 for the expansion of the Moslem Institute, and 
1 congratulate myself that I have lived to see it actually provido«l 
in the Budget about 18 years after the decision. 

May 1 be permitted to sjieak a few words about the Irrigatir.u 
Deparinent? In the words of the Agncwltoiml CommitMion this 
A^partnient in Bengal at the pieaent day haa to deal more with the 
impmrement of navigation and the cootrcd of ftood water than with. 
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irrilfatioii proper, and I am cpiotingr worda of the Agricol- 

Commift.aioii tliat the flrat atep towards solution is the coilttplet<* 
N^fWtration of the Irrigation htianeh from the Navigation, £mhank> 
meats and Drainage branches aifd the formation of two entirely separ- 
ate departments, if not sections. I have been personally adyocatin^ 
the separation of these two se<’tions and I strongly emphasise its 
urgency to-day. In the words of the Commission ** no general survey 
of the irrigation possibilities of Bengal has yet been made. The first 
duty of the new Irrigation Department would be to formulate a gene- 
ral scheme for irrigation based on a sun'ey in such detail ns would 
ensure ordered progress. This is a fx>int*W special importance in 
tracts which in the nature of things do not lend themselves to large 
|ir<»jects and where facilities for the construction of a number of small 
wheines exist in the same drainage areii.” May I, Sir, emphasise on 
this recommendation and remarlts of the Agricultural Commission, and 
I eafnestly invite (lovemnient to ap))oint a small committee to sug- 
gest steps to lie taken t(» give effect t4> the recommendntiims of the 
Agricultural Commission. The Irrigation Depoi*tment is to further 
the interests of the cultivators and the i)eople, and it is hope<l that the 
isdfcy of the Department in tntrsuing a purely navigjition |)oliry should 
lie abandoned. Mr. President, Sir, now that Irrigation is a pmvin- 
<ial subject, the poHcy hitherto folk)We<l in the IVpertment recjiiii-es 
urgent revision ii> the light of the present day circumstances. 

Mr. President, a few words more about the Agriculture and Public 
Health I^partments. It seems to me that we have much to learn 
from the Punjab in this respect. The Punjab sja^nds alxiut Rs. IS 
lakhs in veterinary works and about Rs. 27 lakhs in agriculture. We 
spend only al>out Rs. 0 lakhs in veterinary and Rs. 13 lakhs in agrU 
onlture. The activities of the Agrirultiiral and Veterinary’ Depart- 
ments are now more or less crippled owing to afbaence of provision for 
such wr.rks in the Budget. The live-st<M k exjwrt has been appointed 
with no money to carry a pmpaganda work on which depends the 
suctess of this work. The District AgricultunU officers have hardly 
ally money to carry their norma) tours. There is no provision for any 
expansion in demonstrati<ji work or publicity work. I was struck lo 
find that in the l^unjab there is a sjiecial agricultuiul assistant for 
utilisation of co-operative organisations in district agricultural work. 
May 1 hot^ that there should be a .similar coordination officei in 
Bengal to get co-<i|>erative organisations interested in all works of 
village Welfare, notably in agricultural, veterinary and public health 
works f 

A few Worda mtn^ about the Public Health Deportment Th« 
Hon' hie Mein her in charge of the Finance Department has ihaf 
tAia department has got its share in the distribution of the nrailabiw 
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Iwt I find that thia portion of tko Budget hnn Wn a din^ 
appotuteent, I find in aoin« reapeota ike mcnre has Wn a Hiokward 
one. The quinine grant has been reduced hr Ri. S2>(KM)4 the kalii*- 
iiHU* campaign has been reduced by a lakh and the anti*chnlem Taceinit 
grant of Rs. 1,36,000 has been totally triped away. The ex}ienae« in 
< onnection with epidemic diseases have been reduced by several lakhs. 
1 do not know whether Government anticipate that there would W 
TiO cholem epidemic next year or that there would be fewer deaths fnim 
any epidemic diseases. But surely at least in some parts of Bengal 
it is not desirable that there should be an immediate stoppage of pro- 
vision for kala-asar campaign. Should we W asked to immediately 
reduce the grant by one-third unless Government is satisfied that there 
iM no kaln-tixar for the time being in Bengal? The Hon'ble the Fin- 
ance Member has spoken of the growing ex^iansion (»f the rural pubito 
health organisations and has raised the figure from Rs. 61 to Rs. ^ 
lakhs. Has he notit-ed that be has done this by reducing the other 
heads of expenditure — not a very desirable thing in our Public Health 
budget. It is therefore not correct to say that this de]a)rtment has 
shared in the distribution of available resources. The Budget |*rt>vi- 
sion of Bs. 38 lakhs last year has been exactly kept the same (his 
year with an addition of Ks, 10,600 in spite of a pn>mised recurring 
expenditure of Ks. 3 lakhs a year in rural public health organisatiims. 

These are the few remarks which I have (o offer as regards the 
Budget so far as its general discussion is c^uiceiTied, Wause 1 take- 
It that we shall have an opportunity of disc^ussing the details of the 
Budget later on. 

•HJut BldAY NUilAfl eNATTffAdffI: Sir, the Budget estimate 
for the year 1029-30 as presented to the Council on the 20th Fehruar>\ 
1020, by the Hon^ble Member in charge of Finance, is a colourless 
repetition of the r?oven»nient*s insincere bluffs that we are accustomed 
to. It is the same careful attempt to starve the nafion-huildtqg 
departments and to fatten the departments intended to strengthen the 
British Rule in India. The major portion of the receipts of the Gov- 
ernment U usually spent for pcdiVe and for the administration of the 
cdufitiy. But T think that if Providence allows these benevolent 
tf bs tees to rule India a few years more then there would he no necea* 
sity for the police or for these administmtors to rule and guard the^ 
Indian villages, which are gradually becoming depopulated — with no 
wafer to cnhrvafe the land and to queneh the thirst of the villageni, 
with no food to satisfy their hunger, with no hut to give them ihelter 
from sun, coW and rains, with no cloth to cover their shame and no 
madicine to cnre their diseases. I repeat my ohservafton which T 
made in one of my speeche# some time ago that the people of BePgnl 
Af# much worse off now than the time when one Lieutenanl-Goirenior 
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ruled Bengal and Bihar and Orissa with the help of one Chief Secre> 
tary. There is absolutely no necessity for goTeming our dying and 
famished people with the pomp and paraphernalia which are not only 
crimes against humanity but also sin against God. What was the 
necessity of keeping these Members of the Executive Council with 
their Secretaries and Under<Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries with all 
their staff and grandeur}* It is useless to waste our time in meeting 
the argumenis of Khan Bahadur Asisul Haque whose speech is full of 
congratulations to Government and full of aspersions to members of 
the Swaraj party. He poses us the friend of the raiyat but be voted 
with the (roveifiiiient against an amendiiieut proposed by one of our 
party. I may only tell iiiy friend that the other day when I was 
asking the Hotrble Nawub Bahu4lur Saiyid Nuwah Ali ('huudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, of Dhanbari, us to the reason why no provision was made 
in this year’s Budget for expenditure for carrying out the scheme 
known as the Suvankar Danra Scheme, the Darkeswar Reservoir 
Scheme and the Birai Canal project in the district of Bankura, his 
reply was, what could he do, as the (Governor did not place any money 
at his disposal for carrying out these irrigation schemes. The 
Ilon’ble Nawah Bahadur sympathised with the per»ple of Bankura and 
he also expressed his feelings for the people by saying that he was one 
of our countrymen and had not come from foreign countiy' and so he 
always felt for them. While thanking the Hon’hle Nawah Bahadur 
for hit expression of sympathies, may I be permitted to ask him if he 
really feels that as a Meml>er of the Executive Council in charge of 
Irrigation he cannot save the dying people of Bankura by providing 
a few lakhs for water-supply, what is the neiessity of his occupying 
the chair and digesting every year R.s. 64,000 of these famine-stricken 
ptH)ple of Bengal, except the sat isfac^tion of his personal ambition P 
And if it be so, are we not entitled to say “ enough of your service 
— please do not tr>' to mislead the |>eople — but exit And I am 
also repeating the same arguments against Sir P. C. Mitter who, as 
a Meml)er in charge of Revenue, could not help the people of Bengal 
at the time of acute famine last year. As for the poor Ministers, the 
chairs are vacant now and if the Government again puts some place- 
hunters in these chairs my observations would also be the same. 

The Government’s motive is clear. It wants to drain the purse of 
^ur countrymen, and the system of exploitation, which has begun from 
the day the East India Company obtained this Diwani of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa in the year 1765, is still being pursued even now 
with the same cruelty, the same unscrupulousness and the same 
immorality. Ijaai year when famine of a veiy acute type was raging 
in my native district of Bankura, His Excellency the Governor paid 
a viait to the famine^rioken aiaa and personally saw the condition of 
a vast uneultivated bairea tract of land and a useful but now dry 
canal known as the ** Suvankar Danra ” excavated by that iamona 
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matheillAtioian Suvaakar. Hiji Excellency aaeured the people, or if 
His Enoellency did not mean eo. at least the people assembled there 
took ii as His Excellency's assurance, that His Excellency would tee 
that the canal would be soon excavated. I understand this scheme is 
ready but cannot be carried out for want of funda But from this 
year's Budget we find there is absolutely no honest attempt on the 
I>art of the Government to save the dying people of Bengal. Many 
of my hon'blc friends of this Council have made a thorough analysis 
of the Budget. I do not want to repeat the same. But I cannot 
refrain from drawing the attention of this House to the great injustice 
that is being done year after year. Out of a toUl revenue of about 
12 crores ot rupees the Government is spending every year more than 
two crores on the Police Department and every year this amount is 
increasing. Every care is l>eing taken to provide large sums of money 
for the reserved 8uhje< ts, but no money can be found for rural water- 
supply, for sanitation, for the relief of famine or for education. The 
Nurses* Institute can get one lakh every year but dying villages can 
not get anything for water and medicine. It would not lie possible to 
narrate all the inequities that could Ite found within the Budget. In 
the name of edui'atiou many acts of injustice have l)een done. InsU^ad 
of providing for more private st'hools in villages, the Government is 
uroing to build a big Hall at ])a(M*a at the cost of several lakhs. As 
for the money provided in different <iepartments we find that the 
Jiiajor portion is being taken up in providing for highly )>aid odicers. 
Wo have l>eeiv told that a windfall Immght Rs. 52 lakhs as probate 
duty. But what has the Government done with Rs, 52 lakhs K It 
could not set apart this money for supply of water or for sanitation 
in the rural areas. Much has been said aliout the injustice done under 
the Meston settlement and after shedding of profuse crocodile tears 
the members of the Treasury Bench inform us that under the new 
reforms which Parliament would give on the recommendation of 
Messrs. Simon and Company, a new era would dawn. But I am quite 
sure that even if you unsettle the Meston settlement and introduce the 
Simon settlement in its place, the same condition will continue until 
the benevolent trustees of the Indian people for the Iwnefit of British 
rule are themiielves unsettled. 

4 p.m. 

Mr. tATYINOflA CHANORA CNMH MAULIKt Sir, liefoie 

going into the Bndgei itself, let me congratulate tbe Finance Member 
on turning this deficit Budget into a surplus one. But I am not quiU 
sure wbetW 1 shall be able to congratulate him on the distribution of 
money in tbe Trsnslerred as well as in the Reserved side. All 
through the Budget speech we find the discordant note that notking 
can be done till tbe Meston award bas been more equitably settled and 
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that until thim money rannot be found for the nation^bailding depart^ 
But, Sir, may 1 aak the Finance Member whether that ha^ 
hampered him in any way in allottinfi^ money to expand the Reserved 
eidef The plea is only put forward when the Tranaferred side is con- 
sidered, The nation-buildinfi^ departments are allowed to stand still 
or make a slow progress if progress is the fit expression for it. May 
I know how much money has been kept for the expansion of primaiy^ 
edueation, the panacea of all evils of the last Ministry. We hear a 
lot that the Oovemment— nay, the Transferred side of the Government 
— may give us free primary education; hut how much money is the 
Government going to spend on it from the general revenue!^ This 
year we find only Bs. 27 lakhs is kept for primary education, there 
being not a hit of increase over the last yearns budget. How many 
sc'hools have l»een sulwidised? Has any move been ma«]e towards 
creating a larger number of srhools and colleges throughout the pro- 
vince as was the wish expressed by His Imperial Majesty the King 
Emperor while speaking at the H;>ecial (Vmvocation of the (’alcutta 
University in IJHiy The whole of the Education Department does 
not get more than Rs. 1,44 lakhs and in the whole education budget we 
do not find any big prvivision mmle for the furtherance of physical 
culture. May I know what happened to the scheme of the Hon 'hie 
Sir P. (\ Mitter when he was the Minister for Education? 
We find provisions for the construction of play-grounds and swimming 
tanks and some provision for the pay of a physical director n(»t at alf 
a big scheme. 

Now turning to the public health side we find an exactly similar 
situation. The pnivision of Rs. .18 lakhs for agriculture and industries 
is also not Ixdter off. More experimental farms should have been 
starte<l and a scheme for improved cattle-breeding should have Wn 
undertaken <in a much wider scale. We may c ry ourselves hoarse, but 
alas, no remedy will thei*e he forthcoming. We hear much about the 
Agricultural C'Ommission and that the wealth of Bengal lies in the 
expunsiuu of agriculture; hut alas, things are not what they seem. 
Enough money cannot he devoted to its expansion. Tljere is (he 
bogey of the Meston award always moving before our eyes. But 
when the Reserved side is considered the bogey disappears and more 
money is available for the gods that sit in Elysian heights to spend 
more lavishly. About 1/4th8 of the increase are expended on the 
Reser^’ed side — ^the biggest item being the ever increaeing demands of 
ptdice <law and order), which takes up nearly I /5th of the total 
ihcoin'e of the province. When we rannot find money for the nation* 
building ilepartments the Government in the Refierved side can 
snatch up enough from the Finance Member to launch itself into a 
big recurring expenditure for the revision of the pay of sergeants and^ 
constables and a capital grant for the construction of quarters for the 
married sergeants of the Ualcutta Police. 
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If me look «t the Malor ptovinoot what do we Saxdf Boipliikjr, 
wEiek is not a lees important pioviiice than Beng^al, epende more tkan 
Be. 2 Offores on education and Madras spends about Es. 2} crores — 
about l/7th of the total revenue, whereas Bengal s)>euds 1/lOth of its 
revenne for education. Those provinces are more liberal in allotting 
money on the Transferred side than Bengal ever cares to be. As 
{'egards their [)oiice force, Bombay, which is a bigger province fti>m 
the point of view of industry and commence and where there is a 
large number of mills, spends not uioi'e than l/8tli of its levenues 
for the maintenance of police and I am not nure If the Himihuy jHilire 
is less efficient than Bengal police. 

Sir, if we have the intention we can find out the means, l^et the 
nation*building departments grow and then you will find a lietter fed, 
lietter educated and a healthier race —an asset ot lieiigul, nay. of 
India — a fit nation to take their lKd<l stand anywhere in the wide 
|M>litics of the world. 

MaiuiraJ Kumar tRIS CHANDRA NANDY : Mr. President, this 
is the third and last Budget of this Council anti us the sands of its 
term are fast running out, I must expres,s once more iny regret at my 
inabinty to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Meml>er on his iMsrforiu- 
ance. For surely a budget which huilds its surplus on the quick- 
sands of a windfall ( annot lie regarded iw satisfactory. Ever since the 
tormotion of the Council under the reforms we have lH*en told that un- 
less and until the Meston award is revoked there is no hoiw for us 
That statement has now lost even the charm of novelty and it will l>e 
ctdd comfort to hear it repeated <m<*e again. 

The best and I would say sensible course for us would have l»een 
to apply the pruning knife to the expenditure side of the administra- 
tion which has attained the luxuriant growth of tropical vegetation. 

Sir, in the Budget before the House we find that while the police 
budget is about Rs. 16 lakhs more than the revised estimate for the 
current year, the grunt for education is about lU. 4J lakhs Inghei . 
One cannot contemplate the imreused expenditure i»ii the isdice with- 
out equauimity when hut for the windfall of lb<. 52 lakh'* there would 
have been a deficit of about Ks. 18 lakhs. The money spent on the 
police cannot in any sense Iw* railed reproductive f»r tending to increase 
the earning capacity of the fjeople while the money »j>ent on educa- 
tion i« money well sjieiit as the spread of fHltii‘ation is sure to im’reasc 
the earning capaiuty of the p«Kiple. and conswjuently enable them to 
bear heavier taxation. 

Sir, laat year I pleaded for the poor people I have the honour to 
repreeent and said that with the dark shadow of scarcity over my 
4icUiei the fwcovery of survey -and setllmnent charges should be 
^dalerred. I am glad to find the Hon’ble Finance Member say thnt 
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owing to ** agricultural dutraas prerailing in certain parta of the 
province recoveries in full would have caused hardship and payments 
have been postponed in many cases with the result that our receipts 
from this source are not likely to be more than Rs. 11^ lakhs.** 

I cannot conceal from myself that I am sony the Hon’ble Finance 
Member had hoped for improvement in excise. His hopes have not 
lieen fulfilled and the check in revenue is mainly due to the decrease 
in consumption of country spirit and pacAirot.** ** The depression in 
coalfields and adverse agricultural (onditions in certain areas with 
conse((uent higher price of rice have adversely affected the revenue 
from these sources/' The depression in the coalfields shows signs ot 
passing away and agricultural conditions, let us hope, wdll be favour- 
able. But it will certainly be unfortunate for us if with the return 
of pn»»|>erity and plenty our people again take to country spirit and 
pachwai. 

It is unfortunate not to find any increase in the allotment ^ 
for Fublic Health although the health of the country is getting worse 
every year. The Government propose to undertake <]redging the 
western end of the Hitalya Doania and Sabtarmukhi crossing on the 
Sundarban steamer route. I am glad after all dredging operationh 
are l>eiiig undertaken by the Government. Better late than never. 

Sir, one w(»rd more and 1 have done. A feeling of sadness comes 
over one as tme searches in vain the Budget for provision to carrj’ 
out the promised scheme of water-supply in rural areas. Thi*^ 
Council has been in existence for three years. As I have said before 
the sands of its life are fast running out. As we contemplate this — 
our last Budget — a feeling of sadness and disappointment comes over 
us bemuse of the blank re<*ord of our achievements in the direction of 
works of public utility. We had hopes that before we disperse and 
lace the next General Election we would be able to do suine good to 
our electors and satisfy them with the record of uur work. I had 
hoped that we would Ik* able to commence working the scheme for the 
supply of drinking water in rural areas. But alas what shadows we 
are and w^hal shadows we pursue ! Would it be too much to hope that 
the scheme which was adumbrated by the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter 
as Minister would be placed before the Council and action taken on it^ 
Ur would it be said of us that the poor whom the men’s eyes forget are 
forgutieii even by those who should consider it to be a delight and a 
privilege to serve them faithfully as their representatives in this 
Council? 

iHJitI aOCiNORA NATH MOITRAt It has become i part of the 
convention of this House to make a few observations on the Budget of 
the coming financial year. It has alto come to he a convention on 
the part of the Government to treat lightly the remarks of the Honse, 
however sensible and irrefutable they may be. The simple reason le 
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thai^ the Government does not feel in any way reeponaible to the 
peo^e. On the other hand they feel a secret pleasure in rejeoting 
those suggestions, without even coming to convince the people lor 
taking such a step. Knowing, therefore, as we do, the consequences 
of our observations, we still avail of this opportunity only for the 
purpose of exposing the irresponsible character of the bureaucratic 
administration in this country. We hope thereby to convince the 
people whom we have the honour to represent that without full res* 
ponsible Government our real needs and miuiiemeiits will not be 
](^»ked into. 

The Hon’ble the Finame Member has placed before us a deficit 
Budget, in spite of the increase in the assets by about Rs. 52 lakhs— a 
windfall which, to quote the Hon’ble “ sounds too good to 

t»e true.” Our total meipts on revenue account is estimated at 
Hs. ll,ll,2^l,0(K^ and the expected exj»eiidituiv from the ordinary 
revenue shows R«. 11,73,88,000. This represents, 1 neeil hardly say. 
a h(*peleHs state of affairs. Had it not l»een for the windfall of Its. 5‘J 
lakhs and the extraordinary receipt of Rs. 4 lakhs under the head 
“ Extraordinary receipts ” the deficit would have been even greater 
than Rs. 88,75,000. It would have come up to Rs. 88,7r),0(K) plvt 
Rs. 55,00,000, that is, to Rs. 1,4.3,75,000. The closing blance would 
then have been further reduced to alwut a crore and 9 lakhs. I can* 
not, therefore, congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Member for present- 
ing such a Budget. Without first making the condition of the finance 
stable, he should not have launched into fresh recurring and noii- 
rec'urring exjienses. 1 shall proceed to show at a later stage bow this 
amount obtains! by virtue of a windfall has been sought to Vm* spent. 

Sir, we have alw^ays rais<»d our voice stnjngly against the most 
inetiuitous award by the Meslon Settlement. The Govcniiuent of 
Bengal has been insistent in its complaints but the Cent ml Govern- 
ment has remained obdurate as ever. The injustice done to Bengal 
will lie apparent from the fact that Bengal contributes as much as 45 
per cent, of the revenue to the (Vntral Go%"emraent. I/<*t me quote here 
from the speech of His Excellency the Governor delivered sometime 
ago on the owasion of a party given by the Mining and Geological 
Institute : — 

“ Something like 45 |»er cent, of the total revenue of the Central 
Government I'omas thmugh Bengal and at the same time she finds 
herself with scaitrely any money t<i run her €iwn adminiitration.*' 

Sir, if we I'ompare the income from revenue aseeta of Bengal with 
those of the other provinces we find that we are at a great ditadvaai- 
age. The population and area of Bengal is twice as large as that of 
Bombay. But Bombay derives an income which is appwMdmatoly 
five crores more than that of Bengal. So, if we can get even toia 
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Cnmi the Central Oanenuaeat, arhieh, ciiHiaideriui^ the eon- 
Iribtition we make to it« we can mtf modecately ask, we shall certain* 
ly be in a mere Mtable — we can also hare free and eompulsery 

primary educati<m without takmir recourse to further taxation. 

Sir, judging our position according to the standard of expenditure, 
as depicted in our present Budget, we required an additional recurring 
income of at least a crore of rupees. The Government of Bengal 
should very strongly urge for this additional small grant from the 
Central Government to save it from immediate financial collapse. 

1 shall now' ask the House to consider how this amount of Rs. b'2 
lakhs obtained by a stroke of unexpected good fortune is mainly going 
to be spent. On a <’areful examination f»f figures, you will find that 
Jiuist of this amount has l>een utilised on the Reserved side. My time 
lasing limited, 1 cannot gi» into details but I must content myself by 
referring to one or two things. Gn the Transferred side the depart- 
ments know’ll by the high sounding name of “ nation-liuilding 
departments ” aie Education, Medical, Public Health, Agriculture, 
Industries. The total increase in all these departments amounts tt) 
only Ks. w'hereuN the J^>li<•e Department alone Kgf got an 

increased grant of JJ) lakhs of itipees, not to speak of other items 
such as ** General Administration,'' “ llegistration,” etc. This will 
fshow how far the assumptions of the Hon'ble Finance Member ha's 
been justified when he claims to have made a fair distribution 
throughout the various branches of the administration. The keen 
solicitude of the Government to strengthen the already pampered 
Police Department will lie strikingly evident from the fait that even 
in a deficit Budget like this the Government could find as much as 19 
lakhs of rupees for their eiulHdlishments. The reason is not very far 
to seek. The Goveininent has to l»e carried on with the help of 
mailed fists. What more cun 1 h‘ exi)eited from a foivign and un- 
sympathetic Government y 

Ah regards the grants in ronnection with epidemic diseases, the 
Budget Iimkn w sliocking revelation. The grant originally sanctioned 
under this head in the year 1928-29 was Rs. 5,89,000. In the revised 
estimate it was brought down to Rs. 4,89,000. But in this year's 
Budget only Rs. 2,81.000 has lieen granted. Thus a reduction of 
more than Rs. 3 lakhs out of a grant of R». 6,89,000 has been effected 
in the Department of Public HeaJth’—I mean, in the expenses in con- 
nection with anti-malarial measures, kala-axar campaign, etc. The 
report of the public health shows an alarming progress of epidemic 
diseases almost in all parts of Bengal. But our Ma Bap GovenaLinent 
in their untiring seal for our welfare has thought fit to lessen the pro- 
longed suffering of a slave nation by not inter|erij|f with their Anal 
lalei^ irom the mortal coils. . ^ 
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Sift in the whole Budget we fail to find any aaKraat allotted for 
the eradication of water hyacinth pests. Representationa after repre* 
mxdatiem have been made, questions after questions hare been put» 
but no genuine attempt appears to hsTS been made to deal with this 
very urgent matter. The eternal excuse of funds is always put 
forward to brush aside this inconvenient question. The toy Ministm 
could give us no help — I hope this House would not be reluctant to 
vote for a loan of adequate amount if the Government comes forward 
with a workable scheme for its eradication. 

It is very striking that in this year no provision has l)een made for 
the rural water-supply. We had assurances from the Hon*ble Sir 
Pnjvash Chunder Mitter. then u Minister, that the Government had 
accepted his loan 8<heme/in this conne<tion. This news was trumpeted 
throughout Bengal as one of the achievements of the Uon'ble 
Minister. But the general cxpectntion of the public was sorely dis- 
appointed with the presentation of this Budget. 

Sir, th$),..'Wf5tintuin in labour pniduced the proverbial mouse, but 
bere. 4 iivtM^ mouse was missing. This is highly shameful and 
spdmlulous beyond ail description. It is many many times preferable to 
'^wtpone the expenditure in connection with the construction of the new 
Counjj^ljChamber and the Bally Bridge for a year and direct — 

(Her© the member having ren<he<l his time-limil resumed his seat.) 

[At 4-20 p.m. the (’ouncil was adjourned and it reassembled ut 
4-Jlo p.in.) 

BldNi AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE delivertal a s|H*e«di in 
Bengali criticising the Budget. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURIS Sir, I do not want to waste the 
time of this House by pndonging this discussion. As a matter of 
fact, this discussion is an anachronism inasmuch as we know' that we 
have a right of disi’ussing er>’er>' item of the Budget when the time 
for voting the dt*mands for grants nimes. My only object in sfieaking 
now is that I want to draw the attention of the House to those things 
which concern my subjecds. and in which I am specially interest4Ml, 
via., those pertaining to I^ibour, 

Sir, on pnge 91 of the Budget wo find that the grant for (Hvil 
Secretariat does not include any item for a real I^abour rntelligenc’i* 
Office. Many distinguished Memliers of Varlianient and visiioiw have 
come out to this oouDiry from England and America to inquire into 
labour conditions here. They wanted information and they went to 
the Secretariat to get that inlortnataon. but they were all dtaappoiaied 
an the only things Hmt they could get hold of were some stereotyped 
nnd vague reports. In Bmnhay, which ia tnduairiilly Urn important 

It 



176 


OENEEAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. [1st Mai 


than Bengal, they have a real Li^nr Department. They haye got 
there a whole-time officer and a hig staff for collecting statistics of 
wages, cost of living, housing conditions, and so on. I have been 
urging on Government year after year the importance and necessity 
of having an efficient Labour Department, for inquiring into labour 
conditions in Bengal, but my appeals have fallen on deaf ears. 1 
cannot understand why the Government are so stingy in this matter, 
and why they do not care for it at all. 

Sir, when we turn to the Eilu<;ation grant, we find the same old 
story. Primary education comes in with only Ks, 27 lakhs as against 
University education with Its. HI lakhs. We do not want University 
education any more: we have hivd an overdose of it. What is the 
use of all this secondary and (college educiiticui? Why should the 
Stale lie resjionsible for financing higher education? In n(» country 
in the world is the State n^sponsilde for higher education to siuh an 
e.xtent as it is in this country. 

Then, w(i find an item of lls. 25, (KK) for giving effect to the recom- 
lueiidatioiiH of the Piece Workers Uonnnittee's Ue[s»rt ; nothing seems 
to have l)een sisuit up till now for that purptwe and the grievances 
(»f the |H)or [)ieee workers have not Ikhmi set right. We have had 
jmssed twi(‘e in this ('ouncil a resolution for removing the grievances 
of the linotyj)C o|>erators. Nowhere in this country are the lino- 
o|Hirat<irs on the piece system, and even in the Government of India 
Pn*sH. which is a bigger establishment than the Bengal (tovernment 
Ibess, the piece system among liiioty|n» wtirkers ha.^ Ikhmi abolisluMl. 
Ill spite of that we find the Hon'lde Mr. Marr still sticking to the 
|He<'e system, and I want to hear from him as to why he is not pre> 
flared to ulsdish the present system, and to make pnivision in the 
Budget for the small additional exfieiHliture involved. 

Sir, the (\>-o|»erative llepartment is a grand defiartnient, and there 
is no doubt that it has been doing wonderful work. But it has for- 
gotten that there is great urgency for starting co-ofierative enulit 
fUMueties in tba mill areas. There are sucb sotneties in the rural areas 
for saving the poor cultivators from the cUiti^hos of the money-lenders, 
but in the mill areas of the proxniice, where there are alsmt one 
million industrial workers, no one takes the tniuble of inquiring into 
the necessity for starting such societies. 

It is the same with housing. In every civilised and progressive 
country there is housing legislation for starting i^«-operati%'e housing 
aohemes among oihm things, but nothing at all has been done here 
to tackle this peohlem. 

My last point is about the factory inspection staff. A sum of only 
Es. 1,75,000 has been provided for in the Budget for this porpoae, 
trhteh involves the welfare of one million factory workers. We know 
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tiisl CJoBTeiitioii® have lieen paired al Oeaava lor vary atrtngani 
In^wciiua of factories. H are are to carry out the tariuii of thaar 
(Vinvautioite, it would rcc|uin* u )u^ fiiaff, whicii maaue additional 
nionay for expeuditure. Sir, ihoufrh there am inuumenihie fartoriea 
fic4Bitered all over Bengal etuployinf^ a large number of a^oiueu, there 
is not a single lady Factor>' Inspw'tor. It is absolutely tte<‘4*si*ar.v 
that there should be lady Fa<*tory Inapei-tom for kM>kirtg after the 
interests of a'omen workers in tnillH, etc. There is no musim why 
we should not have thuu, siiu'e we have gt»t lady dm tors and Si* <m. 
Surely, if (lovernment l(M>ked for them they uMiuld iM>t Im» distq>(M>itit«Hl 
as them am many ladies fully (|uulifi«Hl to take up the work. 

With thm» w'ords, Sir, I lieg to resume my S4*al. 

frijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: Mr. IVsident, Sir. the discus- 
sion of the lludgi*t has become a very dull affair lK»cauHe it w'rves 
IK) useful pur|SM<e. The observa(it)iis. criticisms and suggestions have 
l»eeonie old and haikneyed, and a re|»etition of them year after year 
excites no interest either inside or outside the lloiist*. I «|o not know 
with what feeding I shall rtMs*i\e the ai'hieveiiients of the Jloii’hle 
Mr. Mart. 1 think that a man of such su(M*^rior financial ability, us 
the Hon’ hie Mr. Man is, cun lay no c-laiui for apprtH’ialion from the 
iiieiiilx^rs of this House for framing this routine-work Hudgtd, which 
is nothing but a rejslition of tlic last year’s dcKummit with slight 
variations. 

r VM»g to draw jsiinted and close iittention of the members of tbe 
different grou{)s of this House to the fac t that so long as the constitu- 
tion remains us it is now, the Hudget figures cannot bti radically 
altered, ( liticism dire<tc*d against the rather undue and extraordi- 
nary amount of money set afiart for pediw administration have oil 
proved futile and useless. Budget figuit^s instemi of dec reusing are 
every year on the increase and, 1 presume, they will 1m* so for some 
years to come. To ex|iect otherwise is to ex[M»cl milk from stofies. 
The bureaucratic administration cannot work without increasing the 
police force — its efficiency and vigilance. 

Sir, if we euttfr into an analytic discussion of the HovernmenFs 
Budget, we shall see the jMcture of Bureaucracy in all its hideousness. 


4-50 p.m. 

On tbe receipt side of the Budget, we find that about half the 
iwtreuue of the provinoe baa been oontrilmted by tbe departments of 
Excise and Stamp. Sir, the« two nation-ruining deparimeale have 
been tenderly nursed by our benign rulers iu order to reap tbe revenue, 
otberwise tbe upbeeping of this huge maebinery of (iovemmenl be- 
oomee an impoeeibility. Tbe accruing ol aucb a large luveniie from 
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tliMe two evil departments gives ns a very fair idea of the intellectual 
and moral level of the poor peo]:4e of this starved province, adminis. 
temd with such wonderful efficiency by our white masters. Consider, 
Sir, for one moment the pale, pathetic, nude, skcdeton figures of the 
malaria stricken rural population and then consider the amount of 
intoxicating drugs and liquors consumed by these wretched pt^oplc, 
which can fetch to the exchequer of our rulers the sum of 2 crores 
25 lakhs of rupe<*s as excise revenue. Next almut litigivtion. Liti- 
gation to a certain extent is a necessary evil and no human society 
can ever l)e free from it. But, Sir, litigation amongst the rural folk 
in Bengal is working with a greater vigour than malaria and kala-azur 
and the huge sum of Rs. 3 crores 711 lakhs accruing to the (ioverii- 
ment exc-hetiuer from that source leads our imagination to conceive 
of the infinite varieties of criminal and civil tangles and disputes, 
bringing in their train inconceivable scudal and moral degra<lation, t»»o 
pathetic and fiainful. 

lias the (iifveniinent done anything to check these two evils!" 
“ No,” must l»e the shameless answer. 

Turning to the side of exfienditiire we find that out of the total 
revenue td Rs. 1 1 ,f>9,48,CH)0 the (leneral Administniiioii, A<liiiinistra- 
tion of tlustice, Jail, Police, lV)rts, Pensions and Allowances and 
Kx|)enses in Knglaiid, Land R4»venue, Excise, Stamp and Regisfnition 
consume the hugt* projiortion of Rs. 7,04,08,000. The rest of the sum, 
vi*., Rs. 4, (>4,80, (KM) is distributed in various (»tlier dcjKirtnu*nts tiw) 
numerous to l)e meniionod in detail. Finding the re([uireinents 
extremely urgent the Finance Member has been compdled to eneroa<"h 
upon the opening balance to the extent of Rs. 88i lakhs, proving 
thereby the unsound financial position of the Government of Bengal. 

Even this small residue has mostly Wn reserved for the upkeep 
of the big establishments of which in most cases white experts 
imputed from European countries are the lu^ads. 

Ill Education we find Rs. 1,30,43,000 has been set aptri for the 
Transferred side and Rs. 14,47,000 for the Eei!M?ne<l side. 
Rupees 26, 98, (KM) has lieen set apart for helping the primary education 
of this huge province. The country is agitating for free compulsory 
education and the response which it has received from the Government 
is clearly refiected in the contribution, so generously made. For 
lecondury education through Government and nou4iovernment schoob 
the sum of Its. 28,87,000 have been set apart. For University and 
college educatioii the sum of Rs. 34,81,000 have been awarded. The 
new University td Dacca gets Rs. 9,39,631 and the Calcutta Univar- 
sity, in spite of iU ettrsme finaaeial difficulties, gets only Rs. 3,60,000. 
For direction and inspection the sum of Rs. 14,94,000 has been allot- 
led. Oriiioasm is useless. Even the small sum set apart for education 
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hm been distributed in a manner which cannot but arouae feelinif of 
raaentnient greater than mere dissatisfaction . ^ 

Turning- to Public Health Ih*(>artment we find only a small grant 
of Rs. ;t8,H,00(). Out of this small sum Its. 7.81, (K)0 is to W spent 
in keeping up huge establishment with Kumfiean ex|ierts at its heml. 
Hujieos 2f),77.(KK) is to be sj^ent for improving the health of the |aH)(de 
of Rengul, Sir, when I refle<-t u|Mm the»«% figun^s and think of the 
terrll»le hugi^ health problem of our cunaMl [wovinre, I cannot comf»ive 
how upon earth a (loveminent can exist, which year after year |Hiys 
its officers in lakhs, ignoring altogether the heurtnuiding figures of 
innumerable deaths from pri'ventible dis(*asi«s amongst the rural 
population of Bengal. Isiyinaii ns I am, I am not acquaintcnl with 
the practical difficulties of real administration, but during luy a«-timl 
obsor\’ation of the inconceivably terrible insaiiitarv asjK*cts of the rural 
jK>paIation of Bengtil I dt» honestly think, that the Heavenly Father, 
cannot long tolerate sue h a horrilile state of things. The whole rural 
}»opulation would Is* c-tt’aic'cl out of existence and the IsMiiitiful earth 
will he' relieved of this hideous and ugly show, unless the* pii*seut 
iiihiinian order Is* changed and genuine and sinc ere c*ffoitM U* nuide 
to fight out the* e\ils which are creating havoc aimnigst i»ui rural 
countrymen. The Budget allolnic-nt is a tcdal nullification of this 
exia*<*ted sympathetic outicsik and I do met kiuew with what voice to 
condemn it 

Turning to the* Agiiculture lh*}Kiitiiicnt we find Its. 
awarded to veterinary ehargc's. Veteriiiury c harges means ex|auiditure 
Ujjon a few inqsirted exfs'rts, who are i*€M*tuiiily wierking out wonders. 
Ex|>erts, Kurofiean ex|)eris must be ke|)t otherwise the (loveriiment 
of Bengal even in this innoc-ent deisirtinent cannot properly function. 

We find Us. I't.lOdKK) grunted to agriculture works, ft does not 
mean giants to the jhKir ugrieiiltiirists of Bengal. This sum must 
primarily 1h» sjieiit for keejnng l)in»clors, Deimty Directors and many 
other big officers in employment. I do not for a moment de}>rfMdate the 
importance and necessity of keeping experts in office for investigation 
and doing the intellectual side of the work. But I cannot understand 
what is the necessity of them* officers when for want of funds the 
actual work cannot U* taken up. The poor agriculturtsts of Bengal 
have received m» substantial bemefit by the existence r»f these officers. 
They are being paid only for show. 

Adequate criticism of this shameleiis financial framework of 
bureaucratic administration will exhaust the whole vocabulary of 
vituperation. That is, however, a shameful and uaeless procedure. 
Knowing fully well that the representatives of the people here have 
no real voic^, f still think it my honest moral duty to warn the preeeni 
administrators in the floor of this Couticdl, and ask them to taka 
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oourago in' both bands and change their old outlook and viaion. The 
people’s standpoint must be thoroughly studied and sympathetically 
considered. The wailings and lamentations of the dying [K>pulatioii 
of the country should not lie igiiominously ignored. Humanity must 
Ih" evoked in the consideration of the problems of this subject race. 

The Hofi’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERi Sir, it has 
been iny privilege to have listened to many general discussions on 
the Itiidget but 1 must really confess that the debates which we have 
l>een listening to since yestenlav have lieen very, very disappointing. 
Theie may l)e a giMsl reason for the general inaccurate criticisms that 
have been made yesterday and to-day and that reason may be found 
in the iin[)ending election. It may lie that to some of my friends 
on my right the Budget is iiiisatisfaclory and I quite symputhisi* 
with them in their view. We on the (iovernment benches do not 
claim that we are the qiiiiitessence of wisilom but I know that my 
friemls on my right v\mm that all wisdom is irentred in them. We, 
on the (hivernment Ix^nches, Sir, do not set up any higher standard 
than that of duty. To us, some British and some Indian, the stand- 
ard is the standard of tluty atcording to the resources we have. We 
also claim patriotism for our country. I know my friends on the 
right bM)k ui>on us - at least those of us who are Indian as traitors. 
T claim, Sir, that under the limited resources at our disposal we have 
done our Wt. And as an illustnition of inaccurate criticisms may I 
point out the one about cholera vaccine? If my friends had cared 
to inquire, or if they disdained to iimuire, hut had hniked at page 
76 of the red liook they would have found that it is only a change 
of system. Lost year we had to buy our cholera vaccines; this year 
and during some part of the last year also we have lieen manufactur- 
ing them on our own account. At page 76 the hou’hle members will 
hud this oWrvation : — 

** The dw'rease in the ensuing year’s estimate is partly due to the 
omission of any jirovision for the Mwlical Inspectress of Schools and 
partly to the transfer of provision for the Bengal Vat'cine Depot, the 
Bengal Vaccine Laboratory, and the Bengal Excise I.>aboratory, and 
their staff to the head * Bacteriological Laboratories,’ ” 

The above is only one instance of inaccurate criticism and as the 
matter will he fully del>ated later on, I do not like to trespass upon 
the time of the House at this late hour. 

Some of my friends in the course of their criticism have asked 
us to whai has become of the famous water-supply policy. My answer 
is that it is still there. I do not take any more credit for it than 
that of having initiated it. After it was initiated, the credit is the 
oredit of Dtivemment as a whole. Hon'ble members will remembir 
that there was a District Boards Conference which was opened hy 
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Excellenc^r tiM Gkmrnar. At that Ocmfiiraii^ twy aiemW ©f 
GifVanim^ni wa« pmest. Aftir tkat lettara w«r» wnttaa to tka 
dttkrani District Boarda. Soma of ike District Boards openly said 
ikai ikis sckeme would do ikem no good, but others had a better 
sense and replied to our letter and askinl for loans. 

Hon*ble members will remember that it was the essential pari of 
this scheme that the Ks. 2i lakhs wbmh was promised by Govern- 
ment for only five years should be made on a |H«rmanent basis and 
that is the principle accepted by Goveniinent for the pur|>oee of their 
bmn jKilicy. That fmlicy has been acceptesl by Governtiietii as a 
whole as aell as the loan judicy. Some of the District Boards wei’C 
slow in muuliug up iheir pnurraiiuiieK and this Government could not 
approa(*h the (iovemment of India for a loan until they knew how 
much the District Boards wanted. Hegiilar programmes must lie 
rc<’eived ami examined first. Therefore, if, instead of criticising for 
the mere sake f*f critiiism, if, instead of entering into personalities 
which some with their manuscTipt eloquence eould not help doing, 
their attitude had been more helpful 1 am sure the scheme would 
have progressed more. Whether I was in charge of the liocuil Self- 
Government I)e|)arlmeiit or my esteeme<l friend, the Raja Bahadur of 
Nashipur, with -the rcM)peni(ion of the public the sc'heme would have 
progrcsscMl more. As 1 say. it is still there, hut, if. instead of put- 
ting forward futile puerile generalities with which we are (cm 
familiar, (here wei'e more of CMy-ofteniiion lietweeii the different 
sections <yf the jyeople I do not ask iiiy friends on my right to co- 
ojyerute wi<h the “ bureaucnits,” although my iioiwo^nyemting eo- 
<j))eruiirig friends are the l>est cd co-<»j»erators, otherwise we should 
not find them inside this (Vmncil, and otherwise (bey shctuld not have 
bel|yed the c-o-ojieralorH to drive out my esteemed friend the Raja 
Bahadur fnim office and less talk and attack on the present system 
of Goveni merit, and if, in their path of ciMqieratton they had put 
their shoulders to the whc^l of adminisiratioti, then I am sure many 
things could l>e achieved in spke of the system. 

Mf* Ht Ik SUHRAWAROYS Is this urtt^mporr le<diire at all 
relevant to the subject of discussion ? 

Hr. FREtfOENTi Order, order, the ifcm^ble Member may pro- 
ceed. 

Tilt Htii’Mt Sir FROVAEN CIIUNOER HITTER t I must at 
once say that my criticisms do not apply to my friend Mr, Sukrawardy 
and ike members of bis party, but what I said I did not say in 
aager. As T am an Indian, it is out of the anguish of my heart 
Bmt I am speaking. 1 say: is it any good criitt^ing o^trt wkik 
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you yonrselvefl do nothing P Sir, we have been twitted with draw* 
ing our Re. 64,000, but may I ask why do they draw their travelling 
allowance? We have been told that instead of providing for Ministere’ 
salary we should have H]>ent that sum on some beneficial scheme. 
But, instead of coming to this Council and wasting their time, and 
instead of spending money on ele<^tion expenses, why don’t they con- 
serve that money for the good of the people? That is a question 
which a humble “traitor” w’ould put to his friends on the right. 

1 would also tisk them to lay their hands on their breast and appeal 
(o their conscience and Home of them have a conscience -and then 
judge others. We do not claim that we are infallible but let them 
not also claim infallibility for themselves. 

Alsiut the kala-aKur reduction some criticisms have b*‘en ma 4 le. 

I w(»uld ]M>int out that the basis of the st^heine was that it was exjiected 
that me<lical men would l>e employed under rural public health 
organisations and they would be able to take over the work of the 
special kala-amir staff. This expe<*tHtion w'as not fulfilled because the 
Distric't Boards preferred sanitary inspectoi-s to medical men who 
would (K»st more. In many districts however kaln-azar htis been 
successfully taikled and has even declined. Wherever H(’hemeH are 
ripe Government will Im‘ asked for more money and they are willing 
to do their Wst to combat this disease. 

Other criticisms have l>een made b\it I do not want to take uj) 
the time of the (^oumil in answering them now. When the time 
for voting on the demands comes there will l>e an opjM>rtumty foi 
my friends and myself also to mention them. 

Sir, lM»fore T conclude I would like to say one word witji y<nir 
leave. If I have spoken with some heat and warmth, l)elim'e me, 
Sir, and through you I assure my friends to whatever party they 
may lielong, that 1 have done so, more in sorrow than in angt»r, and 
1 ho|>e and trust they will take my remarks in the spirit in which 
they hove been made. 

Tht Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In view of what has fallen 

from some of the memWrs who have spoken I should like to make a 
few remarks liefore the debate closes. In the first place I wish b) 
('ontnidict as emphatically as I can, the statement of Babu Nagen«lra 
Nath Sen that Government take no steps to prevent communal riots or 
to make theni iminissible and to combat his insinuation that far from 
trying to stop communal outbreaks (ioverninent at'tually encourage 
differences between the tw-o great communities in punsnance of a |w!icy 
of ** divide iuid rule.” T can hardly believe that a member who is 
cognisant of so nihny of the m inutile of administration should not be 
aware that the unhappy communal outbreaks with which Bengal has 
been afflicted for the la^ three ywun have been one of the moel iwrtoUS 
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preoocupatious of Govortimeat luid that tkey luid their officere hare 
etrained erer>' nerve to compoee differences whenever they have ariaeu, 
to take precautions to prevent rioting \vhene\'er and wherever there hue 
been reason to anticipate that it might take place, and to localiae and 
quell any outbreaks that have ot^cuired. Hardly a week paseee in whii h 
reports are not received ol communal disputes in one district or another, 
but in the large majority of cases prompt action by the local officem 
leads to the settlement of differences and prevents an apt>eai to fonw* 
Does Babu Nngendra Nath Sen believe that the freedom of Calcutta 
from communal riots during the past taro years is solely due to the good 
sense of the two communities in the face of etforts by Government to 
foment strife!' Or will he U* honot fiiuugh 14> admit that it is tmiinly 
due to the efforts made by the officers of Government to remove eauiMMi 
of friction wherever possible luid to the elulMirate precautions taken on 
every occasion on which the possibility of rioting can lie foreseen K 1 
regret that he is not present here now to make this admission. It un- 
fortunately does hap]»en sometimes that a trivial dispute lakes on a 
<f»mmunal asjte<t or that outbreaks <H<ur without warning, and it is 
tine that when blood has l»een »be«l inunlerous outragt^s aie apt to 
ocelli which are very difficiih to check. Hut Government are no( the 
toiiientors of the trouble. Their hands are alwolutely clean in this 
lespei t, and T challenge Habu Nagendra Nath S«ui or any other memWr 
of this flonvH to adduce a single instance in sup)M)H of the insinua- 
tion. No one can regret more than the Government of Bengal the 
sjdiit of ( (miniiinalism Mhich threatens so seriously to hamper the pro- 
gress of this proiince. And 1 maintain, Kir, that anyone who, instead 
of discouraging those members of his comrounity who sjiend their time 
and energies in f’alcutta and elsewhere in fanning the emliers of com- 
munal strife, tries to throw dust in jMHiple^s eyes by pr**tending that 
it is not such jtersons but Goventment who stand to gain by pro%a»king 
breaks of the peace is guilty the gravest disservice to his country. 
Siime of the niemljers on your left have coinfdaine<l that Government 
do not do as much as they could if they wished to carry out the 
demands of the people, and that they are impervious to rritidsm. 
One of them pessimistically observed that it was impossible for any one 
to frame a budget to satisfy the people as long as tbe pn^sent constitu- 
tion lasts. If by constitntion ” be means tbe present financial settle- 
ment under which Bengal is left with resources absolutely inndcf|naie 
to provide for most pressing needs, 1 agree with Him wbolcbcartiHlly. 
But I think that the term constitution is rather a wide one to 
use in this sente. 

Another memher, Babu Taraknath Mukariaa, aoid that his party 
would do their utmost to get the present policy of Government changed. 
I wot glad to hear this and I hoped -though my hopes have been 
rather damped to-day by the speech of Mr. Gupta— that it was m 
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indication that bin party might at long laat be thinking of a change 
in their own policy, tor I (^nnot agree that they have done their 
utmoet hitherto. They have conined themselves to criticism and 1 do 
not feel myself that the criticism has been verj' helpful. They have 
told us what they would do if they were in |)ow'er. But why are they 
not in office?' 1 cannot follow' Mr. Gupta’s excuse that they will not 
share the res]>onsjbilities of Govenuiient, because the Government is 
soulless and inanimate. It entirely fails to convince me. Even if the 
present Government is soulless and inanimate, I cannot see why they 
should not attemi>t to improve it, to supply the little leaven tt> leaven 
the w^hole lump and to grapple wath the problems from within. 
Surely they cannot be afraid that the difficulties w'ill be too much for 
them or that they, in their turn, will become soulless and inanimate. 
If only they will realise the thinness of their excuse and will come 
forw'nrd to shoulder resfmnsibility and to take their share in mould- 
iiig the jM>Iicy of Government, they will la* doing far more than the 
utmost that they have done hitherto, and I for one shall welcome their 
assistance — I avoid the hated word c*o-oj>eration ” in working for 
(he greatest good of Bengal within such limits as our scanty means 
allow. 

Before I sit down I should like to refer to two s}>ecific ]K>ints in 
the Budget which have Wn iueii(ione<] by jirevious speakers in the- 
hojH* that I may thereby save some of the time of the House at a later 
stage. 

Uefereiice has l»een made to three items in the (,’ivil Woiks Budget 
for expenditure f»n fmlice quarters. Two of these relate to the quarters 
which are l»eiiig built foi sergeants in Calcutta. The third relates 
to the Bogtu [H>lice lines. 1 ma> say in the first place that all these 
projwts have already l>eeii passed by this ('ouiH’il and a large part of 
the work has been done. Of course it is possible f<»r the t council ity 
refuse money f<ir the remainder of the wfu'k, but I submit that if w'ould 
be extremely Wmlalul, be<!au»e the work at Tiwl Baxar and Kapalitola 
is distinctly remunerative. It is obligatory on Government to pro- 
vitle «|uar(ers for sergeantM, and the capital cost of the buildings at 
]»al BoKtir and KapaJitola will be very much less than the capitaliseit 
cost of the rent that is being |>aid. 

As regards the Bogra {adtce lines, as long ago as 1920 tha place waa 
visited by one of my predeceesoiw in office and he remarked “ I have 
just seen the police lines here. They are extraordinarily bad, in fact 
the worst that I have seen anywhere, and the hospital is exceedingly 
poor. The site is far too cramped, and the buildings are badly daaigfied' 
and oven«rowded. The whole thing requires to be moved away from 
the centre of the town, which is already overcrowded, and would bo 
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•U the better for the free space vacated by|ri|t Imes.” That was 8 
years ago; the Council I think passed this d^md last March. 1 do 
not think it was passed at a moment too soon. 

The other item to which 1 should like to draw attention is one 
which is perfcK tly clear from the red book. It is the large increase 
under ** 22— 4 General AdminintnUion.’' Actually U». 2.40,0(X) is to 
provide for the forthcoming elet'Aion. We have under the law to 
prejMire a new electoral roll ever>- 8 years, and if we have a general 
election, provision will have to he made fOr the imlling officers and 
other incidental exj)enses. Should the election be |»ost{)oned, the money 
will he saved. 

The other item is for Rs. 9,00,000 in connection with the introduce 
tioii of the amended Tenancy Act . That Its. 9,IK),(KK) is shown on tha 
re<‘eipt side and also on the ex|»eriditure side. I submit that the sum 
pf Rs. 11,40,000 (aniiot lie regarded as a fiermanent increase or as 
having been taken from the nation-building departments. If that 
aniouiit is added to the Budget estimate of 1928-29 on the voted side, 
if will 1 m* seen that the total exceeds the demand for 1929-JM). There- 
fore, to all intents and pur|M)HeH, there i<» no real increase in the general 
administration so far as this Budget is concerned. 


Adjourtmiifit 

The Council wu»» then adjourned till 10-.10 a.m., on Saturday, the 
16th Mart h. 1929. at the Town flail. Calcutta. 


B. c, rnw-if ie-4273i>-i jwa. 
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